he ‘ 
LH ah. 


yf 


oe 
Cate ara Oy 
at 


ORISSA 


REVIEW 
AUGUST-1998 


balp y} 
sthomously No 


ce Traming 


ee) 


RAJ KISHORE MISHRA 
Editor 


D.T.P. & Design : 


Computer Systems 
Information & Public Relations Department, Govt. of Orissa, Bhubaneswar - 1 


The Orissa Review aims at disseminating knowledge and information 
concerning Orissa's socio-economic development, art and culture. Views, 
records, statistics and information published in the Orissa Review are not 
necessarily those of the Government of Orissa. 


Published by Information & Public Relations Department, Government of Orissa, 
Bhubaneswar - 751 001 and Printed at Orissa Government Press, Cuttack - 753010 


For subscription and trade inquiry, contact: Manager, Publications. 


ae 


Orissa makes a great stride forward (1 995-98) 
Our epic struggle for freedom (a brief chronicle) 

Tributes to MARTYRS of the August Revolution of Orissa 
Retrospective Highlights of Freedom Movement in Orissa 
Retrospection : Address of Dr. K.N. Katju, the first Constitutional 
Governor of Orissa (presented in the O.L.A. on August 27, 1947) 
Development of our Constitutional System : 

A parallel growth with Freedom Struggle : 
; Dr. Lingaraj Rath 
Gangadhar Meher : A Nationalist 
: , Jagabandhu Panda . 
Shri Aurobinda : The Prophet of Indian Nationalism 
Balabhadra Ghadai 
Quit India Movement — A Retrospection 
Bijay Chandra Rath 
A Revolutionary's Restlessness (A letter from 
Nabakrushna Choudhury to Nehru) 


Padma Charan Nayak 
The Sojourn of Gandhiji's Mysterious URN in 
Orissa and the last rites performed 

Sarat Chandra Jena 
Madhusmruti and Madhumandir and the gift 
deed of Smt. Sailabala Das 

ee Prof. Jagannath Mohanty 

Prominent Women Freedom Fighters of Orissa (1921-45) 


The Leader's Escape 


‘Geeta Devi 
Folk-Instruments of Orissa 


Dr. Sudha Mishra 
Youth and Student Movement at Cuttack (1938-41) 


Chandi Prasad Nanda 
deep 


Our Foodgrains Requirement by 2025 


Eastern India Refinery Project, Para 


Parshuram Samal 
‘A brief study of Koya folk songs 


Udaya Chandra Mishra 


© dreaded rooms of prison 
Durga Charan Nayak 


Martyr Baga Pujaree—a Martry in th 


State News 
Editorial Tailpiece : Dhamra-—Chandbali Port 


ORIssa rEVIEW AUGusr-1998 


2} ea) ea] esl eslesles]aslaslasl es] eo)c8) co] ealas)=s/ ed) silo] s]as)es)e5)s2)e4)e2) ealaslaslaslas 


Jana-gana-mana-adhinayaka, jaya he 
Bharata-bhagya-vidhata 
Punjab-Sindhu-Gujurat-Maratha 
Dravida-Utkala-Banga 
Vindhya-Himachala-Yamuna-Ganga 
Uchchala-Jaladhi-taranaga 
Tava shubha name jage, 
Tava shubha ashisha mage 
Gaye tava jaya-gatha, __ 


Bharat-bhagya-vidhata, 
Jaya he, jaya he, jaya he ee 
; Jaya jaya jaya, eile he ! se 


(Coinposed by Rabindranath Tagore) 


VANDE MATARAM ! ; 
Sujalam, suphalam, malayaja shitalam, 
Shasya shyamalam, MATARAM ! 
Shubhrajyotsna pulakitayaminim, 
Phullakusumita drumadala shobhinim, 
Subhasinim sumadhura bhasinim, 
Sukhadam Varadam, MATARAM ! 
(Composed by Bankimchandra Chatterjee) 


xxx The Indian tricolour does more than serve as our national flag; it symbolizes our nation's 
heartbeat. Stirring memories of our heroic past, it simultaneously makes every patriot's soul billow with 
hope for the future. It is natural that this be so, for the flag has been woven on the looms. of faith. xxx 


xxx During the Salt Satyagraha in 1930 and the 1942 Quit India Movement, the tricolour 
acquired irresistible power. It became a passport to courage and achievement. Whether handheld or 
stretched out as a banner on rostrums, it betokened fearlessness and faith in the ultimate victory of the 
cause. xxx 

xxx Our flag therefore is both a benediction and a beckoning. It contains the blessings of all 


those great souls who brought us to freedom. But it False beckons us to fulfil their vision of a just and 
united India. 


(Former President of India’ Shri R. Venkataraman's foreword to Our National 
Flag, authored by Cdr. K.V. Singh, Publication Division, 1991.) 
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MESSAGE OF 
THE HON'BLE GOVERNOR OF ORISSA 


DR. C RANGARAJAN, | 


ON THE OCCASION OF | 


52ND INDEPENDENCE DAY, 1998 


Dear brothers and sisters, 


On the historic occasion of our 52nd Independence Day, | extend to all-of you 
my warmest greetings and good wishes. 51 years ago on this day a long and protracted 
struggle, unique in the history of mankind, came to an end and a new Nation was born. 
The clarion call given by the Father of the Nation, Mahatma Gandhi, based on the 
principles of Non-violence and Satyagraha inspired millions of our countrymen to plunge 
into the struggle against foreign domination. As we celebrate the 52nd Independence 
Day, let us recall not only the great sacrifices, the indomitable courage and the firm 
determination of the great leaders and freedom fighters of the country but also the 
values which inspired them to fight against foreign rule. The people of Orissa were in the 
forefront of this great national movement. History will always bear witness to the sacrifices 
and contributions made by the great sons of Orissa like Vir Surendrasai, Utkalgourav 
Madhusudan Das, Utkalmani Gopabandhu and Saheed Laxman Naik, 


In 1947, the Nation earned political freedom, which also marked the beginning 
of another long march. Political freedom was not the only goalof the National 
Movement. It was the first step in the task of building a Nation free from want and strife. 
The Independence Day is a fitting occasion for all of us to renew our commitment to 
build a Nation free from poverty, hunger and deprivation and to carry forward the legacy 
of religious tolerance, peace and harmeny, free from prejudices, bigotry and intolerance. 


Nature has been bountiful to Orissa, It is a State with: rich natural and human 
resources, The courage and enterprise of the people of Orissa in ancient times were 
legendary. Despite these strong foundations, the State remains relatively. underdeveloped 
and in terms of per capita income and physical quality of life, it is one of the poorest. 
The large percentage of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in the population of 
Orissa casts a special responsibility on the State for their welfare. : 


With Agriculture providing direct:and indirect employment to around 64% of the 
total workforce of the State, development of agriculture had to be the main route for 
eradication of poverty in rural areas. In recognition of the crucial role of this sector in the 
process of economic development, my Government took the pioneering step of 
formulating a comprehensive Agriculture Policy in 1996 which has accorded agriculture 
the status of Industry. The Agriculture Policy aims at doubling the production of foodgrains 
and oil seeds and to convert subsistence agriculture toa profitable and commercial 
venture. It also airns at creating entrepreneurship and transferring skills for efficient 
agriculture and to achieve self-sufficiency in vegetables, oil seeds, 
animal products, fish and eggs. The Agriculture Policy aims at providing assured irrigation 
to 50% of the cultivable area as irrigation is an essential infrastructure for development 
of agriculture. It is targeted to provide additional irrigation to 78,865 hectares during 


1998-99 from various sources. 
the water consolidation project with assistance from World Bank which on completion 


management of 
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A number of projects have also been undertaken under . 
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. in 2002 would provide additional irrigation for 66,830 hectares. Assistance of OECF, Japan fu 
has also been availed of for Uper Indrabati, Uper Kolab and Rengali Irrigation projects. 
A number of irrigation projects have also been taken up with assistance from NABARD 
which are expected fo be completed by the year 2000 and these projects when 
completed would create irrigation facilities for 1,19,045 hectares, 


Infrastructure is a key determinant of the pace of industrial development and 
has accordingly received high priority of my Government. Keeping in view the 
constraints of public resources, the State Government have, as a matier of policy, 
decided to induct private capital for development of infrastructure. Accordingly, it is 
proposed fo establish an Industrial Park at Paradeep in collaboration with Bang Pakong 
Industrial Park, Thailand. Development of a major Port at Dnamra with private investment 
has already begun and similar development of Gopalpur Port is on the anvil. While the 
State is self-sufficient in energy at present, plans have been launched to meet the 
anticipated peak demand in 1999. The first two units of the Uper Indrabati Hydroelectric 
Project of Orissa Hydro-Power Corporation which would generate 600 MW are expected 
to be commissioned in 1999, Work on construction of two units of Ib Thermal Project is 
also expected to begin this year. My Government has.taken the initiative of developing 
strategic toads through private participation, 


The vast mineral resources of the State holds out imrnense potentialities for 
industrialisation. Limited’ public and domestic resources have constrained industrial 
growth which has not been commensurate with the potential of the State. With the 
economic reforms at the national level, reformulation of Industrial Policy at the State 
level and overall improvement in the investment climate, there has been a surge in 
investment proposals for establishrnent of industries in the State, particularly in the areas 
of Steel, Power Generation, Aluminium, Sugar and Oil Refinery. One-can therefore look 
forward to a breakthrough in the industrialisation of the State in the near future. A 


beginning has also been made to take the State forward to the age of Information 
Technology. 
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Message of | 
Chief Minister, | 


: ON THE OCCASION OF F~ 
THE INDEPENDENCE DAY, AUGUST 15, 1998 f 
We are celebrating the closing ceremony of the Golden Jubilee of India's 
Independence. We have explored many horizons during the last fifty years, yet still a 
more remains unexplored. The march of India was flagged off in the hoary past. 
. When the light of civilization first ushered in the world, India was one among the 
three or four regions which had illumined the whole world by her own magnificent 
radiance of civilization. Since then India has been travelling long distances. 


But there came a time when India was fragmented. She almost lost her self- 
dignity. Nationalism was at its ebb. At this crucial hour, people made a determination 
and the Indian National Congress was born. Tilak Maharaj first appeared on the scene 
and then Mahatma Gandhi. Now India is independent and the whole world is aware of 
Indian nationalism. We also realise that we are a great nation which is indeed the 
outcome of the Freedom Movement led by Mahatma Gandhi. 


On this auspicious occasion, we are greatly indebted to Mahatma Gandhi, our 
Father of the Nation. We should especially remember him today and offer him our 
profound homage. Along with him, we should also reminisce those countless men and 
women who had sacrificed their lives for the country. We should also remember those 
who had courted imprisonment and those who had endured acute hardship by their 
acrifices. We should further remember those celebrities, i.e. Swami 
Vivekananda, Kaviguru Rabindranath Tagore and Sri Aurovindo, the sage of modern 
times for enabling us to cherish a dream for the freedom of our country and for the 
vision of an undivided integrated India. They too had conceived of India as a grand 


nation in the world. 
Friends, it is not a fact that our country has not made any progress during the 
last fifty years. The entire country has been brought under a unified democratic system 
of governance being elected by the people for a term of five years. The Government | 
is determined through the exercise of franchise by the people. The rulers face the |} 
electorate at regular intervals and people choose new governments by exercise of their 
franchise. It is our duty and responsibility to protect our hard-owned freedom and 


democracy. 


immense S 
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Besides having the democratic system of government, we have made great 
strides in the field of national economy. India has achieved unprecedented progress in 
various sectors like industry, agriculture and science and technology. All attempts are 
being made to make India a major power in the world. 


The most important objective of our Freedom Movement was, to borrow 
Gandhiji's words, "the Swaraj I am fighting for, is the Swaraj of the Poor". The 
‘Swaraj of the Poor' has not yet been established in our country. Crores of people are 
still languishing in abject poverty. On each Independence Day and Republic Day and 
almost on each and every day, this 'Swaraj of the Poor' appears as a great challenge to 
us. Despite all our progress in various spheres independence shall always remain 
incomplete so long as the conditions of crores of people of India who are victims of 
poverty, illiteracy, disease and superstition are not ameliorated. We should today 
make a new determination. Nothing is impossible or unattainable if the whole nation 
stands united and determined. Our pledge should be to remove poverty and 
unemployment from India and to uplift the poor belonging to various communities, 
particularly those who are still backward. This is our prime duty and responsibility. . 


Our independence shall also remain incomplete unless we bring about 
improvements of the regions which are lagging behind. Orissa can be cited as an 
example. It is one among the backward States of India for various historical reasons. 
Orissa had a glorious past. It was quite rich and prosperous. The overseas merchants 
and intellectuals of Orissa had spread Indian culture and civilization in various countries 
of the world. The foot-prints of ancient Kalinga are traced in the countries like Java, 
Sumatra, Thailand, Burma and the Phillipines as the study of their history reveals. 
But in course of time, Orissa fell into an abyss of poverty. During the period of alien 
tule in India and Orissa's loss of freedom over still a longer period, the State witnessed 
no development. This condition had been prevailing long before the Independence. 
‘There arose a competition for development among the States in the post-independence 
period which Orissa failed to catch up. In course of time, this gap has become wider in 


the national perspective and Orissa has trailed behind which often pains us to a great 
extent. If we can raise Orissa, India will rise. 


_ Orissa poses a great challenge to us. The State has everything. It has abundant 
natural Tesources, a long contiguous coast-line, fertile land and skilled manpower. 
With these assets, let us take a pledge to transform Orissa to a premier State in the 
‘| country. We have no doubt made some noteworthy achievements. But that is not 

enough. We should resolve today to give Orissa her rightful place in India 


On this auspicious occasion of the Inde 
pendence Day, m 
greetings and good wishes to you all. aan ge 


EES Saws Se Pee ee eee SSP SST PeSeee 


- today as to w 


See ee maa 


Message of (ii 
SHRI NETRANANDA MALLIK, | 


MINISTER OF STATE, 
INFORMATION AND PUBLIC RELATIONS 
ON THE OCCASION OF | Cy. 

FIFTY SECOND INDEPENDENCE DAY, 1998 | w 


| accord my warm greetings to all my brothers and sisters of the State 
on the occasion of the 52nd Independence Day and also on the occasion 
of the valedictory celebration of the Golden Jubilee of India's Independence. 


On this. auspicious day, let us recall to our memory our great 
predecessors who plunged into the Freedom Struggle to liberate our Mother 
land and laid their precious lives in the lap of Mother India. Each one of 
those dedicated souls is indeed a part of the laurel wreath that adorns Mother 


India. Let us offer our profound regards at Her lotus feet. 


Our nation, under the powerful leadership of Mahatma Gandhi, 
had waged a ceaseless war of truth and non-violence against the invincible 
British Empire and brought about its downfall. Our freedom struggle did 
not merely aim at liberating the country. Its primary aim was to found a 
progressive nation on the fabric of moral values which would be free from 
all kinds of exploitation. It is necessary that we must make an assessment 
hat extent we have been successful in this regard. This massive 
task needs our true commitment and dedication. On this auspicious 
occasion, let us take a pledge to make sacrifices in the interest of our State 


which will ultimately make India a prosperous Country. 
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HON'BLE GOVERNORS OF ORISSA SINCE INDEPENDENCE 


Dr. K.N. Katju ae MAE 2) Shri S.Fazal Ali 
(8.47 - 20.6.48 : 6.48 - 6.6. 6.52 - 9.2. 
(15.8:47 - 20.6.48) ‘on leave - 6.5.51 - 17.7.51 (7,652. 72239) 
Acting Shri V.P. Menon 


Shri P.S. Kumaraswamy Raja Shri Bhimsen Sachar - Shri Y.N. Sukthankar 
(10.2.54 ~ 11.9.56) (12.9.56 - 31.7.57) © i (1.7.57 - 15.9.62) 


Ansari Sardar Jogendra Singh 
(20.9.71 - 30.6.72) 
Acting Governor 


_ AN. Khosla Dr..S.S. i 
He AF = 30.1.68) (31.1.68 - 20.9.71) 
On leave - 5.8.06 - 1.9.66 On leave 21.9.71 - 31.7.72 
Acting - Justice K. 


ue 
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es me Shri B.D. Jatti Shri Akbar Ali Khan 
(21.8.74 - 25.10.74) (8.11.72 - 20.8.74) (25.10.74 - 17.4.76) 
Acting Governor 
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Shri S.N. Shankar Shri H.S. Brar Shri B.D. Sharma 
(17.4.76 - 7.2.77) ia. 23.9.77 - 30.4.80 
Re Gace (7.2.77 - 2.9.77) ¢ ) 


Es mT mi Justice S.K. Ray | Justice R.N. Mishra 
(4.11.80 - 24.6.82) (1.10.80 ~ 3.11.80) (25.6.82 - 31.8.82) 


(1.9.82 - 17.8.83) Acting Governor Acting Governor 


elles 


Shri B.N. Pande 
(17.8.83 - 20.11.88) 


Shri B. Satyanarayan Reddy. 
(1.6.93 - 17.6.95) 


Prof. S.Nurul Hasan 
(20.11.88 - 6.2.90) 
~ (1.2.93 - 31.5.93) 


Shri Gopala Ramanujam 


(18.6.95 ....) 


Ker, 
sembly 


Shri Y.D. Sharma 
(7.2.90 = 1.2.93) 


Shri K.V. Raghunatha Reddy 

(31.1.97 - 12.2.97) : 

(13.12.97 - 27.4.98) 
Acting Governor 


1th Orissa ve Assembly 
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POST-INDEPENDENCE CHIEF MINISTE 


Shri Harekrushna Mahatab | 


as RM. from 23.4.1946 - 14.11.1949 
as Chief Minister from 15.11.1949 - 12.5,1950, 
19.10.1956 - 4.3.1957, 6.4,1957 - 25.2.1961 


Shri Biren Mitra’ 
2.10.1963 - 21.2.1965 


Shri Biswanath Das 
3.4.1971 - 14.6.1972 


Shri Nilamani Routray 
26.6.1977 - 17.2.1980 


Shri Nabakrushna Choudhury 


12.5.1950 - 20.2,1952 
20.2.1952 - 19.10.1956 


Shri Sadasiva Tripathy 
21.2.1965 - 8.3.1967 


Smt. Nandini Satpathy 


14.6.1972 - 3.3.1973 
6.3.1974 - 16.12.1976 


Shri Janaki Ballav Patnaik 


9.6.1980 - 9.3.1985, 
10.3.1985 - 7.12.1989, 15.3.19985 .. 


Shri Bijayananda Patnaik 
23.6.1961 - 2.10.1963 
5.3.1990 - 15,3.1995 


Shri Rajendra Narayan Singh Deo 


8.3,1967 - 9.1.1971 


Shri Binayak Acharya 
29.1211976 = 30.4.1977 


Shri Hemananda Biswal 
7.12.1989 - 4.3.1990 


AUGus1-1998 


aleblenlaslesl 


apleslesleslesleslelealesleaies)aslasles) 


ORISSA MAKES A GREAT STRIDE FORWARD (1995-98) 
j wh 8 eS oe 
1. AGRICULTURE 
e ae increase in supply of high yielding and quality seeds to the farmers (2,90,000 quintals in 
| P 
@ _ Fivefold increase in production of certified paddy seeds by farmers (2,50,000 quintals in 1997-98). 
| @ The seed replacement rate in paddy increased to 7.5% in 4997-98 as against 2.5 in 1994-95. : 
e. Fertiliser consumption increased from 23 kg to 36 kg per ha. : : 
@ Suen of agricultural implements for farm mechanisation increased to 7.34 Crore as against 1.82 crore 
in 1994-95. 
| e@ By July, 1998, 9899 Shallow Tube Wells and Bore Wells have been installed by which additional 19,798 
| hectares have been irrigated. 
| @ Investment in high value projects through APICOL has gone up to more than 50 cr. 
e@ 8Cold stores having a total additional capacity of 45,000 M.T. have been commissioned. 8 more to be set 
; up soon. ; 
@ Additional 20,000 acres have been brought under horticulture. 
@ 14,650 ha. have been brought under potato cultivation. River-bed potato cultivation has been introduced. 
@. 1327 ha. have been brought under oil palm cultivation. \ 
2. IRRIGATION i fear ae 
@ FromMarch, '95 to June, ‘97, 1,56,580 hectares of land have been provided with assured irrigation facilities. 
| @ 3 Major and 5 Medium projects have been taken up to provide irrigation facilities to 60,999 ha. 
@ 2 improving canal system, 2.65 lakh ha. will soon be brought under irrigation. 
@ incere steps are bein taken to complet i j i igati A A 
would srevide srigation facilities to eT oat Ey ee protests vice 
@ 99,272 ha. will soon be brought under irrigation through Rapid Irrigation Programme. ‘ 
@ Workonthe right side canal of the Rengali Irrigation Project and left side canal upto 30 km are in progress. 
© Active steps are being taken to complete Lower Indra and Lower Sukhtel Irrigation Projects which would 
provide irrigation to 49430 ha. in the drought prone districts. 
© With the assistance of K.EW. Germany, 310 LI. Points (out of targeted 710 L.I. Points) have been installed 
providing irrigation facilities to 7513 ha. 4 
3. ENERGY : 
@ The State is self-sufficient in power—peak availability of 2170 M.W. as against peak demand of 1770 M.W. 
Additional generation of 1500 M.W- power expected by 2001-02. 
@ The Upper Indravati Hydro Electric Project (installed capacity 600 M.W.) will start generation in January,'99. 
@ Renovation and uprating of 2 units at Hirakud and Chiplima have already been completed. T. and D. losses 
have been reduced to 46% from 51%. Steps are being taken to bring it down to 41%. 
e@ Power Grid has been strengthened by constructing 4132 KV/220 KV jines and substations with an investment 
of Rs.232.2 cr. J 
@ The State has earned rare distinction of pioneering various reforms and re-structuring process in the 
power sector in the Country. ; ; 
e@ During the last 3 years, additional 2354 villages have been electrified. 
4, INDUSTRY 
e State's New Industrial Policy, 4996 has garnered spectacular investment in the state. 
e Orissa is a leading State in India in respect of investment proposals. 1,00,000 crores in various sectors 
such as Steel, Aluminium, Oil Refinery, Fertiliser, Power etc. are under investment proposals. 
e@ M.O.U. has been signed with Bang Pakong Industrial Park (BPIP), Thailand for setting up an Industrial 
Park in joint venture with IDCO at Paradeep- 
e Neelachal Ispat Nigam Limited (NINL) a joint venture Company of MMTC and IPICOL is putting up a 
Steel Plant (1.1 M.Tonnes per year at Duburi). i ii 
e Amega Steel Plant (10 million tonnes per year. In the first phase 2.5 million tonnes per year) is coming up 
by TSC one et year capacity Steel Plant having ultimate capacity of 6.7 million tonnes is also 
© - Larson and Toubro. 
coring UP eee Sto Limited (1.2 million tonnes per year) has completed 90% of its construction 
‘ and the production is expected to start shortly. : : ae 
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@ Commendable progress has been achieved in the implementation of various Alumina / Aluminium projects 
in the State. 


Eastern India Refinery Project(IOC), Paradeep, Utkal Aluminium (UAL) Rayagada dist., eg 
Industries (India Limited), HINDALCO (Aditya Aluminium), Larson and Toubro, Oswal Chemicals ani 
Fertilisers Limited (OCFL), Paradeep 


© During the last 3 years, 13 new Engineering Colleges and 3 new Poly-Technics have been established 
under Government and private sectors. An Extension Centre of IIT Kharagpur is being set up at 
Bhubaneswar. 


© Growth Centres at Chatrapur, Duburi and Jharsuguda are under implementation. 
© Export Promotion Industrial Park at Bhubaneswar and an Industrial Park of International Standard at 
Paradeep are coming up soon. 
5. PORT | 
© Foundation stone alead 
f Ports, . 
6. PANCHAYATI RAJ 
© = Zilla Parishads have been invested with the power for implementation of JRY, Rural Connectivity Programme 


and Sanitation Programme, ICDS, Non-formal education, Audit education and Literacy Programme, 
PDS. etc, 


y laid for Dnamra—Chandbali Port -Gopalpur Port is being developed to a Major 


Rs.5 lakh sanctioned to 100 Gram Panchayats for construction of office buildings. 


Panchayatiraj Department has undertaken different anti-poverty schemes, i.e. Indra Awas Yojana— 


(1,60,649) houses constructed for families living below the poverty line. Million wells scheme— 60,424 
wells constructed. IRDP — (293129 families assisted) 


© 4508 women groups have been given Rs.988.54 lakhs as revolving fund for income generating schemes. 
© Under JRY, IJRY and EAS schemes 2501.51 | 


jakh mandays have been generated. 

7. EDUCATION . 

@ To improve female literacy rate and reduce dropout in tribal areas D.PE.P. launched since 1995-96. 
@ = The Orissa Elementary Education Rules, 1997 has been formulated. 

®@. Out of 12,000 vacancies, 8,000 primary school teachers have been appointed. 

@ 3 Regional Directorates have been opened. 

© Decision has been taken to open a University in North Orissa. 

@ An Open University has been proposed. : ; 

@ = 19,new schools have been opened and 11 Ashramas and Kanyashramas have been upgraded to High 

Schools which are under the management of the Welfare Deptt. 

8. HEALTH 


@ 47 new Primary Health Centres, 19 new Ayurvedic and 18 Homeopathic Dispensaries and one Unani 
Dispensary have been opened. 


Permission accorded to set up a Dental Surgery College and a Medical College at Bhubaneswar bya 
N.G.O. 
9. OTHER IMPORTANT FACETS 


@ In 1995-96, 23309 number of tube-wells and 1505 number of sanitary wells installed, 

@ 240 number of Piped water Supply schemes executed, Om: , 

@ Anew Project-Consolidation of a Joint Forest Management with the participation of local village 
community launched. 


Conservation and Int 
A ‘Coastal Zone Management Auth 
the coastal eco-system of the State. 
@ Rice is made available at the rate of 
per annum and at Rs.4 to 799842 fam 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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OUR EPIC STRUGGLE FOR FREEDOM 
(A brief chronicle) 


WYYYyYVyW_ TT|.-_'’_lW,, 


1857 The Great War of 1857 (The First 
Flare-up of Indian Independence) 

1885 First Session of the Indian 
National Congress (INC) held on 
December 28 in Bombay. ° 

1905 Partition of Bengal announced to 
come in force from October 15, 
1906. : 

1906 Muslim League founded at Decca 
(December 31). 

1907 The Surat Split. 

1907 Lala Lajpat Rai and Ajit Singh 
deported to Mandalay. 

1908, April 30 Khudiram Bose executed. 

4908, July 22 Tilak sentenced to six years 
transportation on charges of 
sedition. 

4909, May 21 Minto-Morley Reforms or Indian 
Councils Act, 1909. 

1911 The coronation or Delhi durbar 
held at Delhi in which the partition 
of Bengal was cancelled. 

1912 Delhi becomes the new capital 
of India. 

4912, Dec. 23 Bomb thrown on Lord Hardings on 

i his state entry into Delhi. 
4913,Nov.1. Ghadar party formed at San 


Francisco to organise a rebellion 
in India to overthrow the British 


rule. 
1914, August 4 Outbre 


1915, January Gandhij 
1915, Feb. 19 Death of Gopal Krishna Gokhale. 
1916, i128 B.G. Tilak founds Indian Home 

‘i Rule League with its headquarters 


at Poona. 


ak of the First World War. 
i arrives in India. 


1916, Sept.25 Another Home Rule League 
started by Annie Besant. 
Mahatma Gandhi launches the 
Champaran campaign in Bihar 
to focus attention on the 
grievances of indigo planters. 
Rowlatt (Sedition) Committee 
submits its report. Rowlatt Bill 
introduced on February 16, 1919. 


All India harta/over Rowlatt Bills. 


Gen. Dyer passes the curfew 
orders, ‘ Jallianwala Bagh 
tragedy and the great Amritsar 
massacre. 

The House of Commons passes 
the Montagu-Chelmsford 
Reforms or the Government of 
India Act, 1919. The new reforms 
under this Act came into 
operation in 1921. 

The Indian National Congress 
(INC) adopts the Non- 
cooperation resolution. 
Non-cooperation Movement, 
suspended on February 11-12, 
1922 after the violent incidents at 
Chauri Chaura on February 5, 


1917, April 


4918, April 


1919, April 
1919, April 


1919, Dec. 5 


1920, Dec. 


1920-22 


1922. 

4921, August Moplah rebellion on the Malabar 
coast, f 

4922, Mar.13 Mahatma Gandhi arrested. 

4923, Jan.1  Swarajist party formed by Motilal 
Nehru and others. 

1924 The Communist Party of India 
starts its activities first at Kanpur. 

4927, Nov.8 The British Prime Minister 


announces the appointment of 
the Simon Commission to 
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1928 


1929, April 8 


1929, Sept. 13 


1929, Oct. 31 


1929, Dec. 31. 
1930 Jan. 1 


1930, Jan. 26 


1930, Feb. 14 


suggest the future constitutional 
reforms in India. The INC decides 
to boycott the Commission as it 
had no Indian member. Simon 
Commission arrives in Bombay on 
February 3, 1928 and all-India 
hartal. 


Nehru Report recommends 
principles for the new constitution 
of India. All parties Conference 
considers the Nehru Report : 
August 28-31, 1928. 


Bhagat Singh and Batukeshwar 
Dutt drop bombs in the Ceniral 
Legislative Assembly. 


Jatin Das dies in jail after 64 days 
of fast. 


Lord Irwin announces the goal of 
British policy in India—the grant 
of the Dominion status. 

The Lahore session of the INC 
adopts the goal of complete 


independence (poorna swarajya) 
for India. - - 


Jawaharlal Nehru hoists the 
tricolour flag of Indian 
independence on the banks of the 
Ravi at Lahore. 


First Independence 
observed. 


The Working Committee of the 
INC meets at Sabarmati and 
passes the Civil Disobedience 
resolution. 


Day 


1930, March 12Mahatma Gandhi launches the 


1930, Nov. 12 


1931, March 5 


[ohoppo| 


psiess1e 


Civil Disobedience Movement 
with his epic Dandi march (March 
12 to April 5) to manufacture salt 
against the law. First phase of the 
Civil Disobedience movement: 

March 12, 1930 to March 5, 1931. 
First Round Table Conference 
begins in London to consider the 
reports of the Simon Commission 


1931, Mar. 23 


1930, April 6 


1931, Sept.7 


1931, Dec. 28 


1932, Jan. 4 


1932, Aug. 16 


1932, Sept. 20 


1932, Nov. 17 


1933, May 9 


1934 


for the future constitutional set-up’ 


in India. 


Gandhi-lrwin pact signed. Civil 
Disobedience movement 
suspended. 
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1935, Aug. 4 


1937 
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Bhagat Singh, Sukh Dev and Raja 
Guru executed. 


Gandhiji launched Civil 
Disobedience Movement by 
breaking the Salt law at DANDI in 
Gujarat. 

Second Round Table Conference 
begins. Mahatma Gandhi arrives 
in London (Sept. 12) to attend it. 


Gandhiji returns from London 
after the dead-locked second 
Round Table Conference. The 
British government launches 
repressive measure against the 
INC and its leaders. The INC 
declared illegal. 


Gandhiji arrested and imprisoned 
without trial. 

British Prime Minister Ramsay 
Macdonald announces the 
infamous "Communal Award" 
giving separate electorate to 
Harijans. 

Gandhiji in jail, begins his epic 
“fast unto death" against 
Communal Award and ends the 
fast on Sept. 26 after the Poona 
Pact by which the Harijans get 
reserved seats in place of 
separate eleciorate. 

The third RoundTable Conference 
begins in London (Nov. 17 to Dec. 
24). 

Gandhiji released from prison as 
he begins fast for self-purification. 
INC suspends Civil Disabedience 
movement but authorises 
satyagraha by individuals. 
Gandhiji withdraws from active 
politics and devotes himself to 
"constructive programmes 
(1934-39). 

THE FIRST HARIJAN 
PADAYATRA of Gandhi launches 
in Orissa commencing from Pur. 
The Government of India Act 
(1935) passed. 

Elections held in India under the 
Act of 1935 (February 1937). The 
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INC contests election, and forms 
ministries in seven provinces (July 
4937). 


1938, Feb.19-20 Haripura session of the INC 


Subhash Chandra Bose elected 
the Congress president. 


1939, Mar. 10-12 Tripura session of the INC. 


1939, April 


1939, Sept. 3 


Subhash Chandra Bose resigns 
the presidentship of the INC. 
Second World War (September 1) 
Great Britain declares war on 
Germany; Viceroy declares that 
India too is at war. 


1939, Oct. 27-Nov. 5 The Congress ministries in 


1939, Dec. 22 
41940, March 


1940, Aug, 10 


1940, Oct. 17 


4941, Jan 17 


1942, March 11 


1942, Aug. 7-8 
1942, Aug. 9 
1942, Aug. 11 


1942, Sept. 1 


the provinces resign against the 
war. policy of the British 
government. ; ‘ 5 
The Muslim League observes the 
resignation of the Congress 
ministries as Deliverance Day. 
Lahore session of the Muslim 
League passes the Pakistan 
Resolution. 


Viceroy Linlithgow announces the | 


British policy towards India - 
‘August Offer’. 


4940, Aug. 18-22 Congress Working Committee 


rejects the ‘August Offer’. 
Congress launches individual 
Satyagraha movement. 
Subhash Chandra Bose escapes 
from India; arrives in Berlin (March 


28) 


Churchill announces the Cripps ; 


Mission; Sir Stafford Crips arrives 
in Delhi (March 23); INC rejects 
Crips proposals and breakdown of 
the Cripps negotiation (April 10). 
The INC meets in Bombay; adopts 
‘Quit India’ resolution. 
Gandhiji and other Congress 
leaders arrested. 
Quit India movement begins; 
the Great August Uprising. 
Chandra Bose 
eee the Indian National 
Army (Azad Hind Fauj). 
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1943, Oct. 21 


1943, Dec. 


1944 
1946, Feb. 18 


1946, Mar. 15 


1946, July 6 


1946, Aug. 6 


Subhash Chandra Bose 
proclaims the formation of the 
Provisional Government of Free 
India. 


Karachi session of the Muslim 
League adopts the slogan "Divide 
and Quit." . 


Lord Wavell as governor-general 
and viceroy (1944-47) 


Mutiny of the Indian naval ratings 
in Bombay. 

British Prime Minister Attlee 
announces Cabinet Mission to 
propose new solution to the 
Indian deadlock; Cabinet Mission 
arrives in New Delhi (March 24); 
issues proposals (May 16). 
Jawaharlal Nehru takes over as 
Congress President. 


Wavell invites Nehru to form an 
interim government; Interim 
Government takes over office 
(Sept 2) 


1946, Dec. 9 First session of the Constituent 


1947, Feb. 20 


1947, Mar. 24 


1947, June 3 


1947, July 4 


Assembly of India started on 
December 9. but boycotted by 
Muslim League. 

British Prime Minister Attlee 
declares that the Britrish 
government would leave India not 
later than June 1948. 

Lord Mountbatten, the last Britrish 
viceroy and governor-general of 
India sworn in (March 24, 1947 


‘to June 21, 1948). 


Mountrbatten Plan for the 
partition of India and the 
announcement that transfer of 
power will take place on August 
15. 

Indian Independeance Bil! 
introduced in the House o; 
Commons and passed by the 
British Parliament (July 15). 


1947, AUG.15 INDIAWINS FREEDOM.. 
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(iributes to MARTYRS of the August Revolution in Orissa ) 


No. Name. Village Mode of Death No. Name Village Mode of Death 
Cuttack District (Kaipada - 26 August, 1942) Eram - 28 September, 1942 
1. Sananda Swain Krishnanagar —_Police-firing 1. Gopal Charan Das Padhuan . Police firing 
2.  Saunti Mallick - Srirampur -do- 2. Dhruba Charan Dey -do- -do- 
3. Mayadhar Bhuyan —_ Hatasahi -do- 3. Biswanath Das -do- -do- 
4. Hadibandhu Panda Krishnanagar Bayonet injury 4. Bijuli Das -do- Sie 
Koraput District (Mathili - 21 August, 1942) 5S. Basudev Sahu ~do- “ae 
1. Samra Bisi Nayak = Manjarguda Police firing & Ballav Behera dO: “do: 
2. Narasingha Bitang Nuaguda -do- Ms el toa ed = 
 Ungonats peat 8, Megha a 
10. Mani Behera -do- -do- 
5. Suku Gate Sauniguda -do- 41. Krushna Swain -do- -do- 
6. Laxman Nayak Tentuliguma Hanged to death 12. Kali Majhi -do- -do- 
Papadahandi - 24 August, 1942 13. Bhua Majhi -do- -do- 
1. Bhagaban Pujari Mantriguda Police firing 14. Madan Palai -do- -do- 
2. Bikram Bhatra Dalaiguda -do- 15. Radhu Mahalick -do- -do- 
3. Khagapati Amanatya Kangra -do- 16. Krupasindhu Behera -do- -do- 
4. Paramanda Subar = -do- -do- 17. Rama Majhi -do- -do- 
5. Ananda Gauda Dukhuguda -do- 18. Gobinda Rout Artung -do- 
6. BaliSaura | Dhandra -do- 19. Upa Mallick Nuagaon -do- 
7. Ratan Randhari Turunji -do- = SL ae Panda See we 
. Pari Bewa -do- 
geo, ce se BE Mantra Su = 
: 23. Pari Das -do- -do- 
10. Jagannath Amanatya Patrafut -do- 24. Ratnakar Pani Sudarsanpur -do- 
11. Sahadev Pujari Padaiguda + -do- 25. Nidhi Mallick Adhuan -do- 
12. Sukru Muduli Mulabai -do- 26. Sankar Mallick -do- -do- 
13. Sadasiba Rana Manchagaon -do- 27. Bhaban Rout Nandapur -do- 
14. Ratan Pujari Uparipadar -do-- 28. Dibakar Panigrahi Gud -do- 
15. Rama Chandra Amantya Phupugaon -do- 29. Jati Sahu Isuarpur -do- 
16. Ghasi Jani Nuagaon -do- PRINCELY STATES 
17. Dinabandhu Jani —-do- -do- Dhenkanal - 4 September, 1942 
18. Sudu Bhatra Nandahandi zdoe 1. Bira Sahu Toradanali Police firing 
19. Shyam Sundar Gauda Saruguda 2. Benu Sahu Kusumunda ado2 
edee Talcher - 7 September, 1942 
Puri District (Nimapara - 16th September, 1942) me Soneuape Sal Dante’ Aeftal areal 
1. Uchhab Mallick Dihabari Police firing 2. Krutartha Pradhan = -do- ; -do- 
Balasore District (Lunia - 22 September, 1942) a neil Shce alana Pe 
1. Kalanidhi Mahalick  Rajuatt P SR bi 4. Bhajan Naik Brahmanbahal = -do- 
PMG eee he : iring 5. Maheswar Pradhan Jarada ; Police-firing 
a, oierushiey danehaee ae ay 6. Padia Behera (Athamallick State) — al 
: -do- 7. Rabindra Chandra Langijoda Torture inside 
4. Naba Kishore Nayak Kasimpur -do- Pradhan the prison. 
5. Gourahari Jena Susua -do- 8. Baji Sethi - Seepur -do- 
6. Chintamani Das Patharadiha -do- Nayagarh - 10 October, 1942 nbp 
7. Gopinath Jena Katasahi -do- 1. Kasti Dakua Kusubida Police-firing 
8. Shankar Mahalick Khaparapada -do- 2. Kanduri Parida Thuabari Torture inside 
9. Agani Sahu Lunia -do- 4 the: prison 
Tudigadia Khairdihi - 28 September, 1942 3. Budhi Parida -do- or 
| 4, Raghu Behera Badhi Police firing 4. Jaya Behera -do- sao? 
j Nilgiri 
2. eee a Se ie os 1. Raghu Naik eaieull Police-firing 
3. Kelu Sa 9 2. Ganga Mallick Chasunikula ~do- 
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Retrospective Highlights of 


Freedom Movement in Orissa 


WV ll 7 WZ 


October, 1804 


March, 1817 


1857-58 


1857-1864 


1865 


1866 


4 August, 1866 


1882 


Paiks of Khurda rose in revolt with 
a view to overthrowing the British 
rule under the leadership of Jayee 
Rajguru, who was captured and 
ultimately hanged. Jayee Rajguru 
became the FIRST MARTYR OF 
Orissa during the British regime. 
Popular Khurda Rebellion under 
the leadership of Buxi Jagabandhu. 
Madho Singh of Ghens rose in 
revdt against the British and was 
executed by hanging in 1858. 
Sambalpur Rebellion under the 
leadership of Surendra Sai. 
Hatee Singh, S/o Madho Singh 
was sentenced to transportation for 
life in the Andamans. 

Kunjal Singh, S/o Madho Singh 
and his associate Salingram 
Singh Bariha were sentenced to 
death. 

Famine of Orissa (Orissa fell 
victi 
one-third of her entire population 
—. worst calamity that the people 
of Orissa suffered in the 19th 
century. 

On 4 August, 1866, the first issue 
of ‘Utkal Dipika' was published as 
a weekly journal — edited by Gouri 
Sankar Ray, the pioneer of 
journalism in modern Orissa eile 
journal moulded the public opinion 
and ventilated their feelings on all 
matters. 
Formation of Utkal Saale 
spearhead socio-political activitie 
of the people of Orissa. 

Veer Surendra Sai courted 


martyrdom. 


m to a disaster which took away - 


1891 


1896 


June 1900 


Dharani Meli (Keonjhar) 
Dharanidhar, an educated young 
man from the 'Bhuyan' community 
took the leadership of the 
movement against the Raja. 


Madhusudan entered the Bengal 
Legislative Council in 1896—the 
first elected representative of 
Orissa. 


Marty Birsa Munda was 
poisoned to death by the 
Imperialist forces. 


30-31st Dec, 1903 : Birth of Utkal Sammilani at 


July, 1904 


1909 


1921 


Cuttack to lead the Oriya 
Movement. The first Conference 
was presided by Sri Ramachandra 
Bhanj Deo, the Maharaja ‘of 
Mayurbhanj. Rajendra Narayan 
Bhanj Deo, the Raja of Kanika was 
the Chairman of the Reception 
Committee & Mr. Madhusudan Das 
was the Secretary. The latter was 
the Chief guiding spirit. 
Establishment of the Utkal Young 
Men's Association to undertake 
social service & Gopabandhu Das 
was its mentor. 


Establishment of a middle English 
School at Satyabadi by 
Gopabandhu (12 August 1909). 
He was the Secretary of the 
Managing Committee — A school 
with different mission, the mission 
of making men who would serve 
their mother land — Nationalist 
mission. i 

The Utkal Provincial iCongress 
Committee was constituted in 
early 1921 with Pandit 


Gopabandhu Das as its founding 
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Mar. 23, 1921 


1921 


June 30, 1921 
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President. Inauguration of the 


-Non-cooperation movement in 


Orissa. 


Gandhiji's first visit to Orissa 
(arrived at Cuttack) on 23rd March, 
1921. He addressed public 
meetings at Cuttack, Bhadrak, 
Satyabadi, Puri and Berhampur 


within six days. Gandhiji's 
speeches in public meetings were 
translated into Oriya by 


Gopabandhu Das. 


In the new government of Bihar 


and Orissa Madhusudan Das was . 


appointed a Minister of Local Self 
Government. He was 73 then — 
His name is chiefly associated with 
three important enactments — the 
Bihar and Orissa Muniipal Bill, 
1922; the Bihar and Orissa 
Municipal Bill, 1922; the Bihar and 
Orissa Local Self Government 
(Amendment) Bills, 1922; and the 
Bihar and Orissa 

Administration Bill, 1922. 


By 30 June 1921, Utkal PC.C. 
collected Rs.21,000/- for Tilak 
Swaraj Fund, 39,000 people 
became Congress members and 
16,000 spinning wheels were 
introduced in Orissa 


village 


Subsequently many young men left 
their studies, govt. service and 
other avocations. Most prominent 


among them were H.K. Mahatab, 


Nityananda Kanungo, Naba 
Krushna Choudhury, Nanda 
Kishore Das and Raj Krishna Bose. 
Gopabandhu Das, Bhagirathi 
Mohapatra and Jagabandhu Singh 
left their legal practice. 
Gopabandhu Choudhury resigned 
from his job of deputy collector. 
Pandit Nilakantha Das resigned 
from Calcutta University and took 
charge of a National school at 
Sambalpur. Pandit Lingaraj Mishra, 
Surendranath Das and Mahammad 
Harif resigned from govt. service. 
Sambalpur Zilla School students 
took the lead in giving up their 
studies. 


See 


After Sambalpur Zilla School, 
Satyabadi High School and 
Chakradharpur High School 
declared themselves as National 
schools followed by Jagatsinghpur 
and Soro. 


Congress centres were 
established — Swaraj Ashram at 
Cuttack, Alakashram at 
Jagatsinghpur and Swaraj Mandir 
at Balasore. 


September 4, 1921: Gopabandhu addressed a mass 


December, 1921 


1921 


April, 1922 


1922 


1924 


June 17, 1928 


Jan. 26, 1930 


eateae 


ae 


meeting of Oriyas in Calcutta and 
impressed them to accept the 
Swadeshi creed. 


About 127 delegates from Orissa 
attended the Congress Session 
at Ahmedabad. 


Soon after Gandhiji's departure 
from Orissa, students of 
Sambalpur Zilla School staged the 
first students' strike under the 
leadership of Laxminarayan 
Mishra who was expelled from 
school. 

Agrarian unrest in Kanika (Kanika 
Praja Andolan). 

Basudev Sethi and Bisuni Madhual 
(Basu-Bisuni) courted martyrdom 
during Kanika uprising. 
Gopabandhu was released from 
jail in June 1924. The occasion was 
celebrated by holding a Provincial 
Congress Conference at Cuttack, 
on 28-29 June, 1924. Acharya P.C. 
Ray of Bengal presided. Two 
notable episodes of the conference 
were the bestowal of the popular 
title of "Utkalmani" (Jewel of 
Orissa) on Gopabandhu and a 
acceptance of the Congress i 
by Madhusudan Das, the Gran 
old man of Orissa. Acharya pC. 
Ray welcomed Gopabandhu as 
‘Utkalmani'. 
Death of 
Gopabandhu. 
Mass meetings were organised in 
different parts of the province to 
celebrate the Independence Day. 
In a large gathering at Cuttack, 
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12 March 1930 


Mar. 16, 1930 


April 6, 1930 


April 13, 1930 


Sept. 30, 1930 


9-15 May 1934 


May 15, 1934 


May 15 to June 2, 


1934 


‘leadership of 


Gopabandhu Choudhury read the 
Declaration and after listening 
silently, the people gave their 
assent to it by raising their hands. 
The National Flag was hoisted at 
the top of Lingaraj Temple at 
Bhubaneswar. 

The famous Dandi March began 
on 12 March, 1930. Only 78 
disciples marched with Gandhiji 
which included one Motibas Das, 
of about 20 years of age from 
Orissa. 

The Utkal Provincial Congress 
Committee at its Balasore Session 
decided to commence the Salt 
Satyagraha in Orissa under the 
Gopabandhu 
Choudhury. 

This very day of Gandhiji's Dandi 
March in Gujarat was also 
wintnessed a historic march in 
Orissa—Gopabandhu Choudhury 
and Acharya Harihara Das led 21 
volunteers in the firstbatch to cover 
120 miles in 7 days so that they 
would break the salt law at 
INCHUDI on 13.4.1930. 


Salt Satyagraha launched at 
INCHUDI (Balasore District). In 
Cuttack district, KUJANG became 
an important centre. At Kuhudi in 
Puri district and at Huma in Ganjam 
the satyagraha was intensified. The 
Salt Satyagraha in Orissa was 
historic. 

Firing at Saliha ( Salihagarh), 
Nuapada district. 

Gandhiji's PADAYATRA (Foot 
March) in Puri district. Harijan 
Divas was observed at Balianta. 


The temple of Nikunja Bihari Dev 
was dedicated to all castes. 


1934 (except 17-19 May) 


Gandhiji's Padayatra in Cuttack 


district. 
Statewide Kisan movement was 


hed by Congress Progressive 
oie : Nabakrushna 


orkers like 
Choudhutl, Malati Choudhuri, 
Surendranath Dwivedy, Mohan 


Das Prananath Patnaik, Phani Pal 


and others. 


ist April, 1936 


ist April, 1937 


49th July, 1937 


Oct.11, 1938 


1938-42 


1937 
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Inauguration of the new 
Province of Orissa. 
Krushna Chandra Gajapati 


Narayan Deo, Maharaja of 
Parlakhemundi became the Prime 
Minister of Orissa. 


The First Congress Ministry of 
Orissa assumed office under the 
Prime Ministership of Biswanath 
Das. 


A twelve—year boatman, Baji Rout 
lad was, shot dead by the British 
forces. 


The Praja Mandal Movement 
assumed a vigorous character in 
the Princely States like 
Dhenkanal, Talcher, Nayagarh and 
Nilgiri. 

A representative organisation of 
the Prajamandals was formed with 
Sarangadhar Das as Secretary. 


End of March, 1938 : Gandhiji inaugurated a unique 


5th Jan., 1939 


Aug. 8-10, 1939 


4th Nov.1939 


April 4, 1941 


November, 1941 


Exhibition of inidgenous industries 
and handicrafts at Delang which 
was highly appreciated by top 
Congress leaders. 


Major R.L. Bazzelgatte was 
murdered by the Prajamandal 
activists in Ranpur State. 


Subhas Chandra Bose in Orissa. 
During his short visit he exhorted 
people at Cuttack, Berhampur, 
Khurda and Puri against the British 
hypocrisy and formation of the 
Forward Bloc. The Orissa unit of 
the Forward Block started working 
under the leadership of Dibakar 
Patnaik, Ashok Das and 
Bibhudhendra Mishra & others. 


The Congress Ministry resigned in 
protest against the British War 
Policy. 

Raghunath Mohanty and Dibakar 
Parida (Raghu—Dibakar) courted 
martyrdom by climbing to the 
gallows in Bhagalpur Jail, Bihar. 
Formation of a Coalition Ministry 
headed by the Maharaja of 
Paralakhemidi and two other 
members of his cabinet were 
Pandit Godavarish Mishra and 
Maulavi Abdul Sobhan Khan. 
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15th August, 1942 Students of Ravenshaw College, 22th Sept.1942 Firing at LUNIA (Balasore district) 
Cuttack set fire to the college causing death of 9 persons. 
building as a mark of definace 28th Sept.1942 Firing at TUDIGADIA (Balasore 
against the British Rule. district) causing death of 29 

21st August, 1942 Firing at Mathili in Koraput district persons. The massacre because of 
causing death of 5 agitators. its intensity was a tragic echo of 
Congress activist, Laxman Naik, Jalianawalla Bagh massacre. 


was captured and was hanged to September, 1942 Firing at Nilagiri causing death 
death after 7 months & 7 days, i.e. of two persons. 


on 29.3.1943, Aug-Sept. 1942 Wide arrests in Sambalpur district, 
24th Aug.1942 Firing at Papadahandi (Koraput Bargarh & Jharsuguda towns. (On 


district) causing death of 25 18.8.1942 students of Jharsuguda 
persons. Besides, 2 persons observed a haratal.) 


including a boy of four died in lathi 29th March, 1943 Laxman Naik was hanged to 
charge. 50 persons died inside the 


en death in Berhampur Jail on charge 
jail and 30 persons had to undergo of sedition 

Men Opstan eps 23 April 1946 Second Congress Ministry under 
Firing at Kaipada (Cuttack district) . the leadership of H.K. Mahatab 
causing death of 4 persons. 


26th Aug, 1942 


took oath of Office. 
“th Sept. 42 Firing at Dhenkanal causing iT} AUG., 1947 INDIA WON FREEDOM. 
“Benth ctstup PRreons, 14 December, 1947 : Sardar Patel, V.P. Menon and 
7th Sept. 42 


Firing at Talcher causing death of 
8 persons (six by firing & two by 
prison torture.) Talcher was one of 
the five places in India where in 
1942 the masses were 
machinegunned from the air. 
16th Sept.1942 Firing at Nimapara causing death 
of one person. 


other officials of the states Ministry 
arrived at Cuttack on 13 December 
and the historic conference began 
in the Raj Bhavan at Cuttack which 
led to the acceptance by the rulers 
of Orissa of the merger plan. 

1st January, 1948 Merger of Garjats with the Province 
of Orissa. jj 


“a 


Excerpts from the address of H.K. Mahatab, the premier of Orissa, delivered in the special 
session of the Orissa Legislative Assembly 
August 1947, 


on the morning of 27 


xxx"This Assembly expresses its heartfelt joy at the advent of 
Independence and ushering in of the real Provincial Autonomy on the 15th of 
August 1947 and records its deep gratitude to the great national leaders, 
Mahatma Gandhi and Pandit Gopabandhu Das (who was the father of 
nationalism in Orissa) and to all those workers who have perished in the 
- struggle for fi quarter of a century. This Assembly 


eedom in the course of the last 
ment of the Province will take necessary 


hopes that the people and the Govern 
steps to commemorate the 15th of August by raising monuments in memory 
uitable places in Orissa" xxx 


of the leaders and martyrs in s 


S 
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~ Address of 


Dr. KN. Katju, the first Constitutional Governor of 
Orissa presented sn the Orissa Legislative Assembly 
| on August 27, 1947. : 


Bs] 


Mr. Speaker and Members of the Orissa Legislative Assembly : 


Since you met last on the 6th June 1947 momentous events, foreshadowed in the statement 
made by the British Government on the 3rd June 1947 while you were in session, have come to 
pass, and India has at last won its independence. While our hearts are sad and sore at the secession 
of certain provinces from India, and disorder in the Pubjab has caused all of us grief and anguish, 
the advent of independence has been hailed throughout India with the greatest fervour and enthusiasm. 
How universal has been the realisation of what Swaraj means and implies, has been shown by the 
solemn flag-hoisting ceremonies and illuminations and other celebrations connected with 
Independence Day, and that Day has, assisted by the magic wand of Mahatma Gandhi, restored 

eace and tranquility in afflicted Calcutta and Bengal. The Indian nation has risen fen deep 


slumber, alert and vigorous, and all our affections and our loyalties are now centred in our national 
flag, the visible emblem of our freedom. 


This is your first meeting in a free Orissa:and a free India, and I consider it a great honour 
and privilege to address you this morning as the first constitutional Governor of 8 self-governing 
Orissa. Ona personal note, Mr. Speaker, years ago, drawn by the hallowed ground of Jagannath 
Puri and its health-giving sea breezes I made it my second home. I came as a pilgrim in residence 
and it never struck me even in my dreams that one day I shall be called upon to serve as the first 
servant of the Oriyas, of ancient lineage and great renown. Hundreds of millions of Hindus have 
from ages past and from distant lands adored Jagannath, the lord of the Universe, who is worshipped 
ankind under different and many names, put it is given to few to bé near his Temple in this 
holy land. Great is therefore my good fortune to be with you here to-day. By the oath of my office 
I have pledged myself to serve Orissa to the best of my ability, and I shall live in the hope that by 
right of service I may merit the trust and confidence of you and the people you represent. 


On this historic occasion our thoughts naturally turn to those great leaders of Orissa, headed 
by the great Madhu Sudan Das and Gopabandhu Das, who, by their burning love of Orissa and 
devoted labours, reunited a dismembered people and sought to revive the glories of this ancient 
e its tradition and culture, its art and literature, its dance and music. The 


land and to rejuvenat 
ting the fruit of their labours, and long shall they treasure their memory. 


Oriyas are now eal 

- But their work is still half done. By graduainess of acquisitioning of the Oriya territory by the 

English East India Company, that part of old Orissa which was under direct British administration 

was included into several British Indian provinces. Though the major portion now forms the 

present Provi issa, some parts still remain outside our borders, like Cinderella, neglected 
It is only just and proper that 1n the iiterest of the solidarity of the Oriya’ 


and uncared for by others. 


by all m 
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people and their contentment and the preservation of their cultural heritage, and in the interests of 
better administration and speedier economic development, and indeed in the interest of the whole 
of India, all Oriya-speaking people should be grouped together and live as one political unit in our 
body politic. I trust that the Constitutent Assembly will consider this just claim with appreciation 
and sympathy and take appropriate steps to fulfil the long-cherished aspirations of the entire Oriya 
people. But this problem is not limited to Oriya-occupied areas in the neighbouring provinces. 
There are other such vast tracts under other administrations popularly known as the Eastern States. ° 
These States geographically and historically forni part of ancient Orissa, and their people share 
with you a common culture, a common language and a common tradition and outlook on life. All 
these States have recently formed a federation of their own and have all joined the Constitueitt 
Assembly. Union of these States with this province is a consummation devoutly to be worked for 
and prayed for, but I don't propose to dwell on the larger topic just now. The need however for the 
greatest measure of co-ordinated effort in matters of common interest: is apparent and immediate 
and cannot be gainsaid. It is a good omen that such co-ordination has already begun in the field of 
education, and the Utkal University serves the Province and the States alike. Having spent many 
years in the service of the law, my thoughts naturally turn foremost in that direction. The States 
recognise the value of an independent judiciary and have already established a Common High - 
Court. But one Supreme Court for the Province and the States alike will, with the increased 
number of its Judges and their learning and impartiality and independence, and its rank and prestige 
and dignity and the wideness of its jurisdiction, inspire confidence and reverence all over the land 
and be of inestimable benefit to us all. Then there is need for co-ordinated effort in all nation- 
building activities. We require a first class well-equipped Agricultural College, a Veterinary College, 
an Engineering College, an Institute of Technology, a Medical College and various Training 
Institutions for training of teachers and of officers in other public services such as the Police, 
Co-operation, Public Health, Local Self-Government and others. All these Institutions are the 
necessary adjuncts of a modern administration and they all require heavy expenditure, recurring 
and non-recurring, quite beyond the means of the Province or the States acting independently in 


isolation. Only close co-operation between them can bring these institutions into existence. And 
then the Province and the States are so interlocked tha’ 


generation of power or for economic develo 


desire and I trust they would readily Tespond 
they are now component parts of a free Indi 


Mr. Speaker, the world is passing throu 
aftermath of war seems almost to be worse than war itself, Pea 


your neighbours. In every other respect 
and your administrative costs have risen 
Overnmental activities to meet, in some 
1, medical and public health facilities and 
grossly neglected for the last 150 years, 


* 


a vigorous nation-building programme. Orissa has been 
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our own you found the land stricken with poverty and disease and liable 
floods and famine, and a people entirely dependent upon an agricultural 
economy without any industry worth the name. And your population included two millions, out of 
eight, primitive people, rightful inhabitants of Orissa but now improperly called aborigines, who 
have by sheeer neglect now sunk into the depths of misery and proverty and human degradation. 
You must raise these people to humane standards of living and the darkness in which they live 
must be dispelled. Orissa when it was constituted a Separate Province in 1936 had an enormous 
leeway to make up and it was justly entitled to substantial help from the Central Government to 
enable it to do so. But other views prevailed and you were allowed a niggardly subvention only of 
Rs.40 lakhs a year, a sum which was not even adequate to keep the Provincial Government going 
ed to other provinces like the North-West Frontier Province 


as a mere Police authority. As compar 
and Sind, Orissa was most unfairly and unjustly treated. I strongly plead for a revision of the old 


arrangements and I trust that the Central Government would very substantially increase the amount 
he Government of Orissa to do its duty by the people. We demand this not 


ofsubvention to enable t 
by way of charity, but as a redress for old wrongs, and as a reparation for continuous and persistent 


neglect in the past. ; 
This will not however see us through our difficulties nor enable us to rise to the height of our 
stature. For that end we must exploit our natural resources and win the wealth that now lies buried 
deep under-ground. In production and still more production lies the key to all our difficulties, the 
road to our economic regeneration and salvation. By harnessing the waters of our rivers cosine 
irrigate and cultivate all culturable lands, and generate power to build key industries, and develop 
our communications by navigable channels leading from the interior direct to the sea. All this 
requires a carefully planned economy. A beginning has already been made in this direction. You 
are well acquainted with the great Mahanadi Valley Project. You discussed it last year in September. 
Since then it has undergone the most careful survey and the closest examination in every detail by 
highly qualified and experienced experts. It has been tested from every angle and they have declared 
it good and an eminently sound and practical proposition. It is estimated to bring over a million 
acres of new land under cultivation, and generate over 360,000 K.W. of electric power and make 


the Mahanadi navigable, far into the interior. 

e laid before you for your approval so that if you approve, the necessary 

be made with the Central Government and Engineers may soon commence 

their work on the spot. In view of the importance of this project, not only to Orissa but to India as 

a whole, I have no doubt that the Central Government will agree to bear the very largest share of 
1 no doubt bestow upon this matter your earnest consideration 


the cost of construction it can. You wi 
because on it may” depend all hopes of a prosperous Orissa. It is true that this project- which 
project and scheme of this nature does not — will cause dislocation and inconvenience and uprooting 


i arge area. But the resulting benefits will far outweigh all, these disadvantages. 

| Sen a i. peer compensation will be paid to all those who are displaced from their homes 
and lands, and I trust that when new tracts, now covered: by jungle, are brought under cultivation, 

’  y dispossessed will be suitably provided with holdings of equal and even greater size. 
all those now * ive due consideration to one important feature which is often overlooked in 

You will no dou g fer to the enormous employment afforded by the éxecution of such projects. 

these discussions. I reter jon— I am excluding the amount to be 
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thereby providing employment to thousands and thousands of skilled and unskilled workers of- all 
descriptions. All public works and irrigation programmes lead to this beneficial result in the 
highest-degree. So when we consider the displacements we should also consider this redeeming 
and blessed feature, the giving of bread and comfort immediately to thousands of the unemployed. 
And after all there is the national duty to raise more food. India must become self-sufficient in food 
if it wants to live and towards that national endeavour Orissa must make the largest contribution, 


and this and other similar projects have to be judged in the light of these all-Orissa, and indeed all- 
India considerations. ; 


Welfare and prosperity: of the peasantry in an agricultural country like Orissa depends much 
on-a sound land system. Owing to historical causes, which are well known, at the present time 
numerous interesis and intermediaries have come into existence as between the cultivator and the 
State. The result has been not only rack-renting of the tiller of the soil but an absence of inducement 
on the part of all interested in land, whether as land-owners or cultivators, for its betterment. The 
resultant harm cannot be over-emphasised. It is the declared policy of Government to eliminate all 


intermediaries between the State and the cultivator. For a thorough examination of this question in 


-all its aspects a Committee has been appointed. That Committee has already issued a questionnaire, 
and I hope in a few months we shall 


have the advantage of having its well-considered report. As 
. Soon as the report is received my Government will form detailed proposals for a thorough overhaul 
of the land system of the Province a 


nd the necessary legislative proposals will be laid before you 
in due course. Meanwhile, Government is taking active steps to improve the lot of the agriculturist 
—in-various ways. You have already passed several Acts in the last 12 months to that end, and in this 
session a measuge will be submitted for your consideration to help the small holders of the districts 
of Ganjam and Koraput. The Madras Estates' Land Amendment Bill has been passed into law ‘and 
effect is being given to it to-day. Settlement operations have been started and it is hoped will result 
in substantial benefit to the tenants. Government expect that landlords will honour their promises 
made through their leaders, and make substantial reduction in the rent so that Government may not 
feel compelled to take action under the law. s 
| A Bill for the further amendment of the Madras Estate’' Land Amendment Act will be placed 
before you for the purpose of extending the statutory periods prescribed in section 172 by another 
two years. Another Bill for further amending the Utkal University Act of 1947 will also be placed 
before you for the purpose of validating some proceedings of the Syndicate and the Academic 


Council notwithstanding the absence of members of the Orissa States, the Bill also seeks to clarify 
certain minor points of doubt in the previous Act. 
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DEVELOPMENT OF OUR CONSTITUTIONAL SYSTEM — 


7 


A PARALLEL GROWTH WITH FREEDOM STRUGGLE 


Dr. Lingaraj Rath 
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and cannot be fully divorced from its history, 
culture and tradition. The Constitution is not 
just a piece of work produced within a short time 


| =he Constitutional System of a country is not 


frame from the imaginative mind of some intelligent 


persons. Indeed, it is a growth and not a make. It is 
a simultaneous growth alongwith the history and 
culture of anation though not many may be able to 
see it. Hence, whenever an attempt has been made 
to adopt a constitutional system which does not 
suit to the history and culture of a nation, it has 
ended ina fiasco like the Cromwellian dictatorship 
of Great Britain. 


The present Indian Constitution which was 
produced by the Constituent Assembly between 
December 9, 1946 and November, 29, 1949 was 
not at all a work of these three years only. Indeed, 
it was the final culmination of the process of our 
constitutional development which had started 


almost a century back and made progress in, 


freedom struggle. Thus, the 
titutional development is 
d with the history of our freedom 
se or fall in the height of mercury 


keeping pace with our 


intimately linke 
struggle. Like the ri 


in the barometer wi dere 
in the atmosphere, more and more constitutional 


privileges have come to our people as the freedom 
struggle has grown more and more intense. 


It all started with the First. War of 
Independence in 1857. Itis universally recognised 
that our freedom struggle in true sense of the term 
started from 4857 with the outbreak of so-called 
Sepoy Mutiny. However, the same also laid the 
foundation of our constitutional development as the 
British for the first time got the scent of Indian's 
discontent in a large scale and tried io pacify it by 
giving some concessions and allowing some coe 
and liberties. This process continued till the cm 
of the functioning © our Constituent Assembly-in 


th the rise or fall of temperature- 


A short-portrayal of our Constitutional 
development alongwith the corresponding phase 
of our national struggle is given below. 


Queen's Declaration and Government of India 
Act, 1858 : Y 


The thunder of. the great war of 
Independence came as the first terrific jolt to the 
Britishers who dubbed it as "Sepoy—Mutiny". It 
compelled the English rulers to revise their colonial 
policy of conquest, annexation and consolidation 
in away signifying gradual but cautious association 
and cooperation of the Indian people. As Sir Bartle 
Frere, a member of the Executive Council of the 
Governor General said in 1861, "The terrible 
events of the Mutiny brought home to Englishman's 
mind the dangers arising from the entire exclusion 
of Indians from association with the legislation". 


The most important sequel to the great revolt 
of 1857 was the end of the East India Company's 
rule in India.On November, 1, 1858 QueenVictoria 
issued a proclamation announcing that the 
Government of India had been taken over directly 
by the crown. The proclamation replaced the Board 
of Directors by a Secretary of State. The Governor 
General who was henceforth to be a representative 
of the crown was designated as the Viceroy. The 
proclamation assured Indians freedom of belief 
and worship, rights to public services, impartial 
protection of taw etc. Promise was also made to 
stimulate peaceful indusiry of India to promote 
works of public utility and improvement and to 
administer its government for the benefit of all the 
subjects resident therein. To, the Indian princes 
she assured, “we desire no extension of our 
present territorial possessions .... we shall respect 
the rights, the dignity and honour of the native 


' princes as our own." 


The Queen's proclamation was hailed by the 
educated Indians as the Magna Charta of their 
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rights. Thus, began the new era of English 
. colonialism which has been described by LordT.B. 
Macaulay as "Benevolent Despotism". 


Queen's Declaration was followed by amore 
concrete measure of Her Majesty's Government 
i.e. enactment of Government of India Act 1858. 


Government of India Act, 1858 : 


It was the first statute enacted by the British 
Govt. for the governance of India under its direct 
rule. This Act also serves as the starting point of 
Our constitutional development as it was dominated 
by the principle of absolute imperial control without 
any popular participation in the administration while 
the subsequent history up to the making of the 
Constitution is one of gradual relaxation of imperial 


control and the evolution of responsible 
government. . 


By this Act, the powers of the Crown were to 
be exercised by the Secretary of State for India, 
assisted by a Council of fifteen members, known 
as the Council of India. The Council was composed 
exclusively of people from England, some of whom 
were nominees of the Crown while others were 
the representatives of the Directors of East India 
Company. The. Secretary of State who was 
responsible to the British Parliament governed India 


through the Governor-General, assisted by an 
Executive Council. 


The salient features of the system introduced 
by the Act of 1858 were : 


(i) Rigid and Centralised Administration : 


The administration of the country was not 
only unitary but rigidly centralised. Though the 
territory of British India was divided into provinces 
with a Governor or Lt. Governor aided by his 
Executive Council at the head of each of them, the 
provincial governments were mere agents of the 
Government of India and had to function under the 
superintendence, direction and control of the 


Governor General in all matters relating to the 
government of the province. 


(ii) Absolute power of the Secretary of State 


’ The control of the Secretary of State over 
the Indian administration was absolute. The Act 
vested in him the "Superintendence, direction and 
control of all acts, operations and concerris which 
in anyway related to the Government or revenue 
of India". Subject to his ultimate responsibility to 
the British Parliament, he wielded the Indian 
administration through the Governor-General as 


ofp] 
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his agent and his was the last word, whether in 
matters of policy or of details. 


(iii) Indian Councils Act, 1861 : 


Government of India Act, 1858 failed to 
Satisfy the Indians as it was based on the principle 
of absolute imperial control without any 
Participation of the native people. Though, there 
was no organised show of any discontent, the Govt. 
could gauge it and provided a safety valve in the 
Indian Councils Act of 1861. 


The Indian Councils Act, 1861 introduced a 
grain of popular element in so far as it provided 
that the Governor-General's Executive Council 
which was so long composed exclusively of official, 
members should include certain non-official 
members while transacting legislative business as 
a Legislative Council. But this Legislative Council 
was neither representative nor deliberative in any 
sense. The members were nominated and their 
functions were confined exclusively to a 
consideration of the legislative proposals placed 
before it by the Governor-General. 


' Similar provisions were made by the Act of 
1861 for Legislative Councils in the provinces. But 
even with respect to many matters, prior sanction 
of the Governor Genral was necessary. 


(iv) Indian Councils Act, 1892 : 


In the meanwhile, Indian National Congress 
had come into existence for the ‘mental, moral, 
Social and political regeneration of the people of 
India’. Though in the initial days Congress was not 
that effective as a political organisation, it definitely 
proved its value in working as an organised and 
powerful pressure group whose main motto was 
to bring more and more opportunities for the 
Indians. Dadabhai Naroji, a veteran Congress 
leader did even visit England and carried on 
propaganda therein the name of the Congress. He 
was able to win the sympathies of a large LE ca 
of Englishmen including some British M.Ps. wi 


_the result that a British Committee of the Congress 


was established in England and Sen a 
was also brought out. Hence, the sb 
Government tried to pacify the Indian di 4 

liberalizing the Councils by enactment of the India : 
Councils Act, 1892. 


Two improvements upon the preceding state 


Of affairs as regards the Indian and Provincial 


Legislative Councils were introduced by the Indian 
Councils Act, 1892. 


Poh 
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They are :- 


(i) though the majority of official members was 
retained, the non-official members of the Indian 
Legislative Council were hence-forth to be 
Nominated by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce 
and the Provincial Legislative Councils while the 
ngn-official members of the Provincial Councils 
were to be nominated by certain local bodies such 
as Universities, District Boards and Municipalities. 


(ii) the Councils were to have the power of 
discussing the anual statement of revenue and 
expenditure, i.e. the Budget, and of addressing the 
questions to the Executive. 


(v) Indian Councils Act, 1909 : 


many new developments. Its extremist group led 
by 'Lal-Bal-Pal' combine was insisting on self-govt. 
or swaraj rather than mere constitutional and 
administrative reforms as wanted by the moderates. 
Besides, Viceroy Curzon's determination to break 
the backbone of nationalist movement and his ill- 
conceived step of partition of Bengal gave rise to 
“agitational approach like Swadeshi and boycott. The 
failure of the constitutionalism also proved for the 
rise of a revolutionary party wedded to murder and 
violence for the liberation of the motherland. Hence, 
Government became alert to the situation and 
decided on a policy of repressing the Extremists, 
conciliating the Moderates and above all, alienating 
the Muslims from the: Hindus. It tried sternly to 
suppress the extremists applying its repressive 
laws: Even a leader [ike Tilak was imprisoned for 6 
years on a charge of sedition and deported to 
Mandalay. The other leaders of the group, Lala 
Lajpat Rai had been exiled and Bipin Chandra Pal 


was already in Jail in 1907. 


However, the cunning Govt. adopted the 
policy of conciliation with the moderates who were 
also getting impatient. The result was the passing 
of the Indian Councils Act, popularly known as the 
Morley-Minto Reforms of 1909. 

e first attempt at introducing a 
diana and popular element in legislature. 
The size of the provincial legislative councils wae 
enlarged by including elected non-official Hate is 
thus ending the system of official mela ap 
element of election was also ae ns 
legislative council at the centre abet i 
majority there was retained. The ae ee 
functions of the legislative counci's 


increased by this Act. 
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The progress of Congress movement led to i 
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On the other hand, the positive vice of the 
system of the election introduced by the Act of 1909 
was that it provided, for the first time, for the 
separate representation of the Muslim Community 
and thus sowed-the seeds of separatism that 
eventually led to the lamentable partition of the 
country. j 


(vi) Government of India Act, 1919 : 


The next landmark in the constitutional 
development of India is the Montagu-Chelmsford 
Report which led to the enactment of the Govt. of 
India Act, 1919. 


The Morley-Minto Reforms failed to satisfy 
the aspirations of the nationalists in India in as 
much as, professedly, the Reforms did not aim at 
the establishment of a parliamentary system of 
Govt. in the country and provided for the retention 
of the final decision on all-questions in the hands 
of the irresponsible executive. 


Wriggling out of the clutches of the 
Moderates, the Congress became more active 
during the First World War and the campaign for 
self-govt. known as Home Rule Movement was 
started even as Gandhiji had begun his recruitment 
campaign in support of the British. In order to win 
over the Indians, Edwin Montagu, the Secretary 
of State of India made his famous declaration on 
August 20, 1917 regarding the aim of His Majesty's 
Govt. of India (Progressive realization of 
Responsible Govt.). . 


Soon after this declaration, Mr. Montagu 
came to India to ascertain the views of individuals 
and organisations regarding the proposed reforms. 
At Delhi, a memorandum was presented to the 
Secretary of State and the Viceroy. Thereafter, the 
Secretary of State for India, Montagu and the 
Viceroy, Lord Chelmsford formulated a number of 
recommendations for reforms which were givena 
legal shape by the Govt. of India Aci, 1919. 


The main feature of the Act of 1919 was the 
introduction of 'Dyarchy' or dual Govt. The subjects 
of administration were to be divided by rules made 
under the Act into two categories-Central anc 
Provincial. The central subjects were those which 
were exclusively kept under the contro! of the 
Central Govt. The provincial subjects were sub- 
divided into ‘transferred’ and 'reserved' subjects. 
Of the matters assigned to the provinces, the 
‘transferred’ subjects were.to be administered + y 
the Governor with the aid of the ministers 
responsible to the Legislative Council in which the 
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proportion of elected members was raised to 
seventy per cent. The foundation of responsible 
government was thus laid on a narrow sphere of 
‘transferred’ subjects. The 'reserved' subjects on 

. the other hand, were to be administered by the 
Governor and his Executive Council without any 
responsibility, to the Legislature. 


(vii) Government of India Act, 1935 : 


The Reforms of 1919, however, failed to fulfil 
the aspirations of the people in India, and led to an 
agitation by the Congress under the leadership of 
Mahatma Gandhi for Swaraj or "self rule within the 
empire, if possible, without if necessary”. 


The persistent demand for further reforms, 
attended with the dislocation caused by the Non- 
cooperation Movement, led the British Govt. in 
1927, to appoint a Statutory Commission,.as 
envisaged by the Government of India Act, 1919 
itself, to inquire into and report on the working of 
the Act. The Government also announced that 
Dominion Status was the goal of Indian political 
developments. The Statutory Commission headed 
by Sir John Simon submitted the report in 1930, 
The Report was considered by the First Round 
Table Conference (November, 1930-January 1931) 
consisting of the delegates of the British 
Government and of British India as well as of the 
rulers of the Indian states in as much as the scheme 
was to unite the Indian states with the rest of India 
under a federal scheme. A white paper prepared 
on the results of this Conference was examined 
and the Government of India Bill was drafted in 
accordance with the recommendations of that 
select committee, and Passed, with certain 
amendments as the Government of India Act, 
1935. 


While under all the previous Government of 
India Acts, the Government of India was unitary, 
the Act of 1935 prescribed a Federation, taking 
the provinces and the Indian States as units. Butit 
was optional for the Indian States to join the 
Federation, and since the rulers of the Indian States 
never gave their consent, the federation envisaged 
by.the Act of 1935 never came into being. 


But though the part relating to the Federation 
snever took effect, the part relating to Provincial 
Autonomy was given-effect to since April, 1937 and 
accordingly the elections were held and Congress 
ministries installed in a number of provinces. 


Thus, the main feature of the Act was 
‘Provincial Autonomy' and the distribution of 
legislative powers between the centre and the 
provinces. 
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But a big demerit of this Act was that it went 
another step forward in perpetuating the communal 
cleavage between the Muslim and non-Muslim 
communities, by prescribing separate electorates 
on the basis of the ‘Communal Award’ whigh was 
issued by Ramsay Macdonald the British Prime 


_ Minister, on August 4, 1932, on the ground that 


the two major communities had failed to come to 
an agreement. 


(viii) Culmination—the Constitution of 
Independent India : 


But like other Acts, this Act of 1935 too failed 
to come up to the expectations of the people. While 
the Congress had, in its Lahore Session 
(December, 1929) declared - ‘Complete 
Independence' as be its goal, the Act of 1935 did 
not even grant ‘Dominion Status'. In 1938, Pandit 
Nehru categorically formulated his demand for a 
Constituent Assembly thus: "The National 
Congress stands for Independence and a 
Democratic State. It has proposed that the 
Constitution of free India must be framed, without 
outside interference, by a Constituent Assembly 
elected on the basis of adult franchise". 


~ However, the British Govt. took time to yield 
to this demand, during World War-Il when the 
Japanese were at the doors of India, the British 
Govt. sent Sir Stafford Cripps to observe the 
prevailing condition and recommend for the future 
constitutional development. But the Proposals of 


- Cripps were rejected by the Congress which there- 


after, started the ‘Quit India Movement' in 1942. 
Finally the British Cabinet sent three of its own 
members - Stafford Cripps, Pethick Lawrence and 
A.V. Alexander known as Cabinet Mission to solve 
the tangle. Its proposals brought about unanimity 
between the Congress and the Muslim League for 
the time being and led to elections for the formation 


of Constituent Assembly. 


However subsequenily the Muslim League 
which insisted upon a Separate state for Muslims 
boycotted the Constituent Assembly. But the 
Constituent Assembly went on in its work and 
produced Constitution which India, upon its 
independence after partition, has adopted. 


Thus, the constitutional development of India 
reached its pinnacle with the climax of its freedom 
movement. 


Executive Officer, 
Lord Lingaraj Temple, 
: Bhubaneswar - 2. 
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iterature influences 

national life and vice-versa. 

Often, the litterateurs use 
literature as an instrument to 
inctilcate the spirit of nationalism. 
In this context, English critic — ‘John 
Drinkwater’ says, "Patriotism or love 
of country is a theme that has been 
less engaging to literature than the 
eternal inspirations of the seasons 
and beauty's passing and the 
approach of death, or the love of 
women itself ......- Sometimes, it is 
true, the love of country takes on a 
strange or almost unrecognisable 
character". 


Through his writing, poet Gangadhar 
Meher evinced great patriotism, love for language, 
culture and tradition. His epic 'UTKAL LAXMI' and 
oems ‘UTKALA BHARATIRA UKTI’, 
‘MATRUBHUM!, ‘UDBODHANA', ‘NABAVARSA' 
and other creations depict his nationalist spirit and 
project the poet as a great educationist. Meherian 
poetry attempted to resist attacks on Oriya 
language from various quarters during the later part 
of 19th century. His ‘UTKALA LAXMI justifies his 
resistance. Itis the product of his desire to integrate 
the divided Oriya-speaking people then. The poems 
‘BHARATI RODANA' and ‘UTKALA BHARATIRA 
NIBEDANA' published by the 'Sambalpur Hiteyisin! 
depict Meher's love for his mothertongue and 
motherland. Through these two creations Meher 
posed the attempts to impose Hindi 
on the Oriyas of Sambalpur and Oriyas residing in 
different parts ei je y 
i ation of Hine! ua 
at by Woodburn, the Chief Se er 
of Madhya Pradesh in 1886, drew flak from 


in his ‘BHARATI RODANA\ 


GANGADHAR MEHER.: A NATIONALIST 


Jagabandhu Panda 


He writes — 


"The Goddess of Hindi will 
Slowly but steadily slide 

over me; would overrule me. 
Surely the Orchard of my hopes 
will be compounded into ash 
nurturing and nourishing her 
own new garden". . 


Gangadhar Meher's love 
for mothertongue and motherland 
finds expression in as many 
as twenty poems of his 
'ARGHYATHAL!' and 
'‘KAVITAMALA'. Through these 
poems the poet appealed the people of Orissa 
residing in different places outside the state to 
realise, wholeheartedly, the sense of unity of Oriya 
language and culture. In the poem ‘UDBODHANA' 
the poet writes —. 


"Jumine the face of 
t Motherland and mothertongue 
* With the sacred gift of 
Wealth, perseverance and mind." 


This stanza reveals Gangadhar Meher's 
appeal to the people to sacrifice everything (Viz. 
Wealth, Concentration and Mind) to glorify 
motherland and mothertongue. 


Gangadhar Meher was not only a great 
lover of Oriya and Orissa, but also a great lover of 
Bharat. Two important factors were responsible to 
influence Gangadhar Meher-to be a nationalist. i 
First, the background of the place where he was 
born and lived. The violent revolution of the great 
hero 'Veer Surendra Sai' of Sambalpur against the 
British rulers was such an event in the history of 
Indian Freedom Movement which signified the 
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nationalist spirit of the people of Sambalpur. The 
first commander of the violent revolution against _ 
the Britishers and one of the great patriots of his 
time 'Veer Surendra Sai’ finds mention in his poem 
'‘BUDHARAMA’. Recognising the nationalist attitude 
of the people of Sambalpur, C. Bernard (1865) 
observed — 


“The Sambalpur District was perhaps the . 


last district in India in which the embers of the 
disturbances of 1857 were finally stamped out". 
(Civil Secretariat Bundle correspondence, political 
16 of 1865 Nagpur Records, Dt. 23.1 .1865). 


This was the background of his locality 
which encouraged him to be a patriot: Secondly, 
Gangadhar Meher as a nationalist, was also 
influenced by Indian Freedom Movement under the 
able leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. The formation 
of Orissa Provincial Congress Committee in the 
year 1920 under the leadership of Gopabandhu 
Dash, and the visit of Mahatma Gandhi to Orissa 
in the year 1921, intensified the freedom movement 
throughout Orissa, as in other parts of the country. 
This movement generated great interest and 
encouraged the people of Sambalpur to fight for 
their motherland. Bhagirathi Pattnaik of Barpali — 
the birth place of Gangadhar Meher, played a 
leading role in this movement in the region. So 
this movement under the leadership of Mahatma 
Gandhi deeply influenced Gangadhar Meher, and 
as a result, he wrote his lyric BHARATI BHAVANA\, 

* which was published in the year 1923, to give 
expression to his nationalist spirit. Through the lyric, 
Gangadhar Meher vehemently criticised the 
corrupt administration and attitude of British rulers 
in India. The poet warned the Britishers for 
harassing the Indians by force as well as by 
adopting corrupt means; and keeping the Indians 
under their absolute control. 


The poet writes— 


"The Muslims (Mussalman) 
simulated as your kith and kin 
only before you. 


Though heinous attitude possessed 
They robbed not of us everything." 


Gangadhar Meher was a liberal nationalist. 
Though he did not take active part in the freedom 
movement of India, his contribution to the freedom 
of the country was immense. His revolutionary and 
appealing writing generated great interest among 
the Oriya people to work for the development of 
their motherland and mothertongue. Meherian 
literature influenced the people to oust the 
Britishers from the land. Gangadhar Meher, 
through his literary creations, not only criticised the 
oppressions caused by the British rulers, but also 
the corrupt culture of our own past; and thereby 
proved himself as a great nationalist. Had his 
revolutionary creations been translated into Hindi 
and English, it would have created hue and cry in 
the British administration in India and would have 
provided a new direction to the Freedom Movement 
of the nation. 
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SHRI AUROBINDA : THE PROPHET OF INDIAN NATIONALISM 


Balabhadra Ghadai 


hri Aurobinda was born of Dr. Krishna Dhan 
Ghose and Swarnalata Devi on 15th August, 
1872 at Calcutta. On this auspicious day, 
later in 1947, India achieved independence. Shri 
Aurobinda was one of the major figures in the 
history of Indian renaissance and Indian 
nationalism, who stands above the calibre of Swami 


Vivekananda, Ramakrishna and political thinkers _ 


like Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal Nehru and the 
like. According to Romain Rolland, he was the 
“prince among the Indian thinkers". Tagore who was 
deeply impressed by his {uminous personality 


called him "The Messiah of:Indian Culture". 


Moreover, Dr. Haridas Chaudhuri has described 
him as, “amazing creative, and deep insight into 
the past, a firm hold upon-the present and a 
prophetic vision of the future". 


Though Aurobinda was educated in 
England under European environment yet deep at 
heart he had spiritual affinity for Indian culture. 
Certain other influences had to work in his life which 
were destined to transform him into a great prophet 
of Indian nationalism. During his stay at Cambridge, 
he became an active member of Indian Majlis, a 
revolutionary organisation for liberation of India and 
as Secretary served it. He organised a secret 
society called “! otus and Dragger wherein all 
pledged to work for the motherland. Thus he came 
across the national zeal in England too. 


Aurobinda criticised the British rule in 
India. Their conduct was illusory. He spoke that a 
self-respecting nation could not aoeeet 
treatment like this. Again came the a au 
Bengal. He accepted the editorship of ‘Vande 


Mataram', a daily pape 
helped national renalsS 
of him, "Thus with his InsP 
Mataram' he became almost ove 
-hero and the whole Bengal intellig 
breathlessly for his inspiring prono 


ance. Dr. K ing 
iring articles in Vande 


entsia watched 
uncements on 


r of Bipin Chandra Pal and : 
aran Singh said. 


t overnight a national - 


events". He developed national spiritualism and 
spoke that motherland can be served by spiritual 
perfection. To remove poverty, spiritualism is 
required and for its independence only spiritualism 
could do. . 


; Aurobinda was of the view for the 
attainment of complete freedom. His view was that 
service of country was the service of the Divine 
Mother. ThroughYoga India could achieve freedom. 
He said, "we believe that it is to make Yoga, the 
ideal of human life that India rises today by Yoga 
she will get the strength-to realise her freedom, 
unity and greatness, by the Yoga she will keep the 
strength to preserve it. It is a spiritual revolution 
iii and the material is only its shadow and 
reflex". 


If we analyse we can find that the Political 
Philosophy of Aurobinda can be described in the 
three stages of his career. Firstly, he worked as a 
contributor of articles to the ‘Indu Prakash’ an Anglo 
Marathi paper edited by his Cambridge-friend K.G 
Despande under the caption of 'New lamps for old’. 
Here he criticised moderates, the dominating 
figures of the Congress during 1893-1906 who had’ ; 
faith in British rulers with co-operation and tried ail 
persuations, prayers and petitions. 


Secondly, from the year 1906 when he 
became the principal of National College at | 
Calcutta and editor of 'Vande Mataram' he came 
in direct politics and organised terrorist movements 
secretly in Bengal. His speeches and editorials 


‘under Vande Mataram spread nationalism and 


patriotism in the learned masses of Bengal. In 
Vande Mataram, he demanded full swaraj. National 
development was not possible without self— 
government. Moral.and spiritual evolution of nation 
was only possible in an atmosphere of freedom. 


As for the third stage, it is concerned from 
4910 when he retired from active politics and ° 
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settled down at Pondichery. He dedicated his life 


account of his stay in England, he knew the English 
people, their politics, their conduct, customs, 
manners and baseless superstitions. He criticised 
the British institutions in India as they were against 
the Indian spirit. The education introduced by them 


was also faulty and it had neither spiritual nor ethical 
value. 


He suggested passive resistance as an 
appropriate method for compelling the British to 
surrender. His passive resistance movements 
included boycott, swadeshi, non-cooperation, 
national education and even non-payment of taxes. 
According to him, nation had right to attain 
independence by whatever means possible— 
peaceful or violence. He believed in ends not in 
means. If the aim is noble, means may be of any 
kind and justifiable. In essays on Gita he spoke of 
‘Dharmayuddha' by which killing of national 


enemies is Dharmayuddha and it is our Dharma. 
He defended aggression and armed revolt on the 
basis of the teaching of the Gita. He said in his 
article, "The morality of revolt", "the Gitais the best 

. answer to thou who shrink from battle as a sin and 
aggression as alluring of morality". 
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Aurobinda was a pioneer of neo- 
nationalism in India. It was more than patriotism. 
According to him, national renaissance could only 
be achieved if new spirit of nationalism could be 
brought from the soul of India. 


Though Aurobinda was totally a 
Westernised man still he found Indian spiritual 
ideallsm superior to materialism of Europe. He 
wanted to make a compromise between the matter 
and spirit. It was a bold and singular stroke of vision 
on his part to have championed the cause of 
absolute democratic swaraj for India during 1907- 
1909. We can but conclude with Deshabandhu 
Chittaranjan's address to the Aligarh Conspiracy 
(1909) "Long after he is dead and gone, Aurobinda 
will be looked upon as the poet of patriotism, as 
the prophet of nationalism and as the lover of 
humanity. His words will be echoed and reechoed - 
not only in India but across distant seas and lands". 
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Quit INDIA MOVEMENT — A RETROSPECTION 
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Bijay Chandra Rath 
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he Quit India movement or the August 
. Revolution of 4942 marked the final phase 
of the mass upsurge against the British. It 

was the last and the most fierce struggle for 
freedom ever launched in India. In dimension and 
intensity it overtook all the earlier movements 
including the Great Revolt of 1857. The suffering 
of the masses during the course, knew no bounds 
because Of the brutal and barbaric repressive policy 
ursued by the Government. The enthusiastic 
popular response often accompanied by instances 
of heroism and bravery, the untold sufferings and 


_ sacrifices, hastened the British decision to Quit 


India. 


On 1 September, 4939, Nazi Germany 
attacked Poland and with this, began the second 
world war. Britain and France, which had been 
of appeasement towards,the Nazi 
leader, Hitler, lost their patience and supported the 
ber. Within a few hours 
of the declaration of war, the 
State of belligerency with Germany 
to consult the Congress OF the 
elected representatives of the Central legislature. 


The British Parliament hurriedly passed in eleven 
nt of India Amendment Act 


override the 


provisions © 
vincial autonomy. 
a ted on3Se tember, 1939 


ordinance was P 
itself, making civil liberty the worst casualty In the 
name of defence and public safety. 


The Congress condemned fascism and was 
“nthe victims 


lis owevel, 

to Le gress jeaders was very strong am 

among t a ihe Congress to the 
fficial 


on oO 
was conciliatory. The fo) 


Congress stand was adopted at a meeting of the 
Congress Working Committee held at Wardha 
from 10 to 14 September, 4939. On the last day 
(14 September) a statement was issued by the 
Congress which clearly explained the views of the 
party: : 

“If the war is to defend the status quo 
imperialist possessions, colonies, vested interests 
and privilege, then India can have nothing to do 
with it. If, however the issue is democracy and a 
world order based on democracy, then India is 
intensely interested in it ..... 


cooperation ....(but) cooperation must be between 
equals and by mutual consent ..... The Working 
Committee, therefore, invite the British 
Government to declare in unequivocal terms what 
their war aims are in regard to Democracy and 
Imperialism and the new order that is envisaged; 
in particular, how these aims are going to apply to 
India and to be given effect to in the present 

Do they include treatment of India as a free Nation 
whose policy will be guided in accordance with 
the wishes of her people ? ...... The real test to 


any declaration is its application in the present 


But the response of the British Government 


was far from satisfactory from the Indian point of 


view. Lord Linlithgow, the Viceroy in a statement 
on17 October'39 expressed his inability to define 
the British war aims beyond stating that Britain was 
resisting aggression. It was considered 
impracticable to transfer substantial power to the 
Indian people during the war. It was stated that 
after the war the British Government would enter 
into consultations with the representatives of 
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various sections and groups in India and with the 
Indian Princes to see what modifications were 
necessary in the 1935 Act so that "India may attain 
her due place among the great dominions". Thus it 
became clear that the British Government had no 
intention of loosening their grip on India during or 
after the war. They wanted to give India Dominion 
Status within the empire, not full and complete 
freedom. The vice-regal statement was not 
acceptable to the Congress and the Working 
Committee meeting on 23 October rejected the 
offer. They decided not to support the war and 
called upon the Congress ministries to resign as a 
protest. Long parleys continued between the 
Viceroy and the Congress leaders which did not 
serve any purpose but only confirmed that the 
British Government was firmly resolved to maintain 
its imperialist hold on India. But the Congress 
leadership was still reluctant to launch a massive 
anti-imperialist Struggle. The Congress view was 
summed up in the resolution adopted at Ramgarh 
Session (of the Congress) in March 1940. The 
resolution asserted that “nothing short of complete 
independence can be accepted by the people" and 
declared that the Congress would resort to civil 
disobedience "as soon as the Congress 
‘organisation is considered fit enough for the 
Purpose, or in case circumStances so shape 
themselves as to precipitate a crisis". 


Meanwhile the European situation began to 
change drastically against the Allies and Germany 
over-ran almost the whole of Europe. There was 
expectation in the Congress circle that Britain in 
that hour of crisis would concede a settlement. The 
Congress offered to cooperate with the British 
Government, if a provisionalnational Government 
was set up at the centre and the right to 
independence was recognised. In August, 1940 
came out a new declaration of policy, called the 
“August-offer". The Viceroy made a statement on 
behalf of the British Government which provided 
for the expansion of the Governor General's 
Executive Council by including more Indians and 
the establishment of an 'Advisory-war council’, 
After the war, the representative Indian body would 
be set up to frame the new constitution, The 
declaration explicitly promised dominion status. 
However, the Congress rejected the offer and 
Jawaharlal Nehru .asseried,. "We want 


independence and not dominion or any other * 


status". 
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Acute scarcity of essential commodities and 
the steep rise in prices because of the war had 
intensified discontent of the people. But the 
Government remained unmoved. War-time 
ordinances stifled the voice of the people and there 
was gagging of the press. Congressmen, specially 
the left-wingers were harassed and imprisoned all 
over the country. Under the circumstances Gandhili 
decided to launch in October, 1940, a limited 
‘Satyagraha' onan individual basis in every locality. 
He personally selected a number of ‘Satyagrahis' 
who would demand a freedom of speech, shout 
slogans against Participation in the war and in the 
process be carted away to jail. Vinoba Bhave was 
chosen by Gandhiji to be the first leader to offer 
Satyagraha on 17.October, 1940 and Jawaharlal 
Nehru was the man next to follow, By 15, May 1941 
more than 25,000 'Satyagrahis' were convicted and 
many more were left free by the Government. This 
action on the part of the Congress, though mild, 
created considerable commotion throughout the 
length and breadth of the country. It politically 
aroused, educated and mobilised the common 
people and warmed them up for a greater offensive : 

in the days to come. 


The global war entered into a critical phase 
by 1941. Having over-run Poland, Belgium, 
Holland, Norway ard France, as well as most part 
of Eastern Europe, Germany attacked Soviet Union 
in June, 1941.In December, (1941) Japan entered 
into the war on the side of the Axis powers and 
launched a surprise attack on the American fleet 
at Pearl Harbour (7 December, 41). In the Asian 
theatre Japan achieved astounding success and 
quickly took over Philippines, Indo-China, 
Indonesia, Malay and Burma. With the Japanese 
occupation of Rangoon in March, 42, Indian 
frontiers were directly threatened. There were air 
raids at Visakhapatnam and Kakinada in April and 
Japanese warships appeared in the Bay of Bengal. 


As the war-situation worsened, the Allied 
powers had some anxious moments as regards 
the safety of India in the event of Acacia 
aggression. The active cooperation of the Indian 
population in the war efforts was felt necessary to 
combat Japanese onslaught. President Roosevelt 
of the USA and Chaing-Kai-Shek of China as also 
the labour party leaders of Britain put pressure on 
the British Government to seek the active 
cooperation of the Indians in the war 
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To secure the cooperation of the Indian 
people, the British Government sent to India Sir 
Stafford Cripps, a member of the war cabinet, with 
a ‘Draft Declaration’. The ‘draft promised Indian 
Dominion-status' and a Constituent Assembly after 
the war, whose members would be elected by the 
Provincial Assemblies and nominated by the rulers 
in case of the princely states. There was also 
proviso in the draft that any province could, if it so 
desired, remain outside the Indian union and 
negotiate direct with Britain. For the war period, 
the British would continue to exercise the sole 
control over the defence of the country. 


The Cripps proposals were rejected by 
almost all parties. The Congress objected to the 


provision for ‘Dominion-status' rather than complete 


Independence, nomination of the representatives 


by the rulers from the princely states, and above 
all by the provision for partition of India. The British 
government also refused to accept the demand for 
the immediate transfer of effective power to the 
Indians and for a real, share in the responsibility for 
the defence of India. 


The failure‘of the Cripps Mission plunged the 
whole of India into a state of frustration and anger. 


Gandhiji felt very much disappointed and became. 


of the inevitability of amass 


increasingly convinced 
British withdrawal and the 


struggle asking for the 
adoption of a non-violer.t 
the possible Japanese aggression through the 
eastern frontier. On 10 May 1942, he (Gandhiji) 
expounded his views in the 'Harijart :"The presence 
of the British in India is an invitation to Japan to 
invade India. Their withdrawal removes that bait". 
Despite the fact that the general mood was very 
much anti-fascist, it was equally intolerant of the 


imperialist domination. 


This was the perio was ac 
scarcity of essential commodities. The rise in prices 
affected the economy adversely. War time 
regulations and hig d Government actions, 
such as the comma s inthe oa 
coast to prevent the i enemy han 
(Japanese) in the even 


feeling of an imminen 
currency. People withdr r deposits from the 
banks and the post 
gold, silver and colns. iets 
stability of the British-rule dwindled away. 
people were getting demoralize 


non-cooperation against 


d when there was acute’ 


event of a Japanese onslaught, they might not 
resist at all. Gandhiji thought it imperative to bring 
them (people) out of this demoralized state of mind 
and to inculcate in them a sense of confidence to — 
resist Japanese aggression. Therefore, he 
exhorted the people to launch a movement urging 
upon the British to hand over power to the Indians 
and quit. 


The Congress Working Committee met at 


’ Wardha on 14 July, 1942 and formulated the 


‘National Demand'. It urged upon Britain to transfer 
power immediately and ‘Quit India’. It was 
threatened, if the proposal was rejected, "the 
Congress will then be reluctantly compelled to 
utilise all the non-violent strength it might have 
gathered since 1920" and launch a movement of 
direct-action. Thus the Congress for the first time 
accepted the idea of a struggle. Such a struggle 
must inevitably be under the leadership of Gandhiji. 
A meeting of the AICC was convened at Bombay 
on 7 August to endorse this decision of the Working 
Committee. 


The historic AICC session at Gowalia Tank 
ground in Bombay on 8 August approved the 
famous "Quit India" resolution. The demand 
however, was not uncompromising. There was, 
however, an offer of cooperation in the war-effort 
contained in it. It called upon the government to 
act immediately. After the resolution had been 
passed Gandhiji's impassioned speech for 140 
minutes, the longest he ever made, clearly 
delineated the plans he had in view for the 
movement. He first made it clear that "the actual 
struggle does not commence this moment. You 
have only placed all your powers in my hands. | 
will now wait upon the Viceroy and plead with him 
for the acceptance of the Congress demand. That 
process is likely to take two or three weeks". But 
he added, "you may take it from me that | am not 
going to strike a bargain with the Viceroy for 
ministries and the like. | am not going to be satisfied 
with anything short of complete freedom". He said 
"| want freedom immediately, this very night, béfore 
dawn, if it can be had ..... the Congress must win 
freedom or be wiped out in the effort; and forget 
not that the freedom which the Congress is 
struggling to achieve will not be for the Congress 
men alone but for all the forty crores of the Indian 
people ....- Every orie of you should consider from 


this moment onwards a free man or woman and 
act as if yo 


u are free and are no longer under the 
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heel of this imperialism. It is not a make-believe 
that | am suggesting to you. It is the very essence 
of freedom. The bond of the slave is snapped, the 
momenthe considers to be a free being". He added 
"Here is a mantra, a short one, that | give you. You 
may imprint it on your hearts and let every breath 
of yours give expression to it. The ‘mantra’ is 'We 
shall do or die’. We shall either free India or die in 
the attempt, we shall not live to see the 
perpetuation of our slavery. 


" 


But the Government was in no mood to either 
negotiate with the Congress or wait for the 
movement to be formally launched. It reacted 
swiftly and in a pre-dawn swoop (9 August, 42) 
Gandhiji and other leaders were arrested under 
the Defence of India rules. Gandhiji was interned 
at the Aga Khan Palace in Poona and other leaders 
were confined in the Ahmed Nagar fort. The 
Congress organisation was declared unlawful. 
Congress headquarters at Allahabad was sealed 
and the AICC funds confiscated. Wholesale 
arrests of Congressmen started in every province. 
Press came under rigorous censorship and several 
newspapers preferred to close down as a protest. 
The entire country was stunned at the sudden turn 
of events. Spontaneous protest movements 
accompanied by sporadic incidents of violence 
disrupted the normal life everywhere. The storm 
centres of the Quit India Movement lay in a wide 
area stretching from Bombay, Satara, Ahmedabad 
in the west, U.P. and Bihar in the north, to Bengal 
and Orissa in the east. The Government resorted 

‘toa terrible repressive policy. 


According to the official estimate in the first 
week after the arrest of the leaders, 250 railway 
Stations were damaged or destroyed and over 500 
post offices and 150 police stations were attacked. 
Between 9 August, 1942 and 31 December 1942 
according to the summary of official statements, 
62,229 persons were arrested; 18,000 detained 
under the Defence of India Regulations; 940 killed 
by police or military firing; and 1,630 injured through 
police or military firing in the whole of India. Though 
the martial law had not been proclaimed, the army 
unleashed a reign of terror to stamp down the mass 
upsurge. 


Repressive measures could only scotch the 
movement but failed to kill it. An all-India 
underground leadership emerged with prominent 
members such as Achyut Patwardhan, Aruna Asaf 
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Ali, Ram Manohar Lohia, Sucheta Kripalini, 
Chhotubhai Purnik, Biju Patnaik. R.P Goenka and 
later after his escape from jail, Jayaprakash 
Narayan. They did not direct the movement exactly, 
the local groups retained the initiative. Congress 
Socialisis were generally on the lead and others 
like members of the Forward Bloc, revolutionary 
ierrorists, other Congressmen etc. were also active. 
The number involved in the underground activity 
was small, but they received all-out support from 
the cross-sections of the Indian society. The 
underground activities were restricted to the 
disruption of communications by destroying 
bridges, cutting telegraph and telephone lines, 
derailing of trains etc. Attacks were made on 
Government offices and police stations. The police 
informers were also made targets at some places. 
Congress radios Operated clandestinely from 
different places. These activities succeeded in 
keeping up the spirit of the people in a situation 
when open mass action was impossible before the 
Superior might of the Government. 


Gandhiji undertook a fast for 
in jail from 10 February ‘43 as a 
against the “leonine-violence" 
included the unwarranted deie 
of Congressmen. The 
overwhelming. It acted 
the anti-British feeling b 
attempt of the governm 
Suppression drew flak { 


twentyone days 
mark of protest 
of the State, which 
ntion of thousands 

Popular response was 
as a morale booster and 
€came more intense. The 
ent to justify the policy of 
rom all-quartérs. 


; In Orissa, as elsewhere in the country, early 
inthe morning of 9 August, '42 all important leaders 
were taken into custody. The Government by a 
special Gazeite Notification (No.137 Res and 147 
Res dated 9.8.42) teclared the Congress and other 
allied organisations in the province, thirty-eight in 
all, as unlawful and the police took possession of 
those notified places quickly. A list of 26 persons 
was prepared by the Government for their 
immediate arrest. Out of them, with the exception 
of Smt. Malati Choudhury and Surendra Nath 
Dwivedi, all the other 24 Persons were picked up: 
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| from different places of Orissa. The first batch 
' included Gopabandhu Choudhury, Nabakrushna 


Chowdhury, Biswanath Dash, Rama Devi, . 


| 
| 
| Nityananda Kanungo, Rajakrishna Bose, 
| Surendranath Patnaik, Pandit Prana Krushna 
|; Padhiary, Madan Mohan Patnaik, Sadasiva Tripathy, 
Radhakrishna Biswasray, Bhagirathi Mohapatra, 
Manmohan Choudhury, Radhanath Rath, Acharya 
Harihar Das, Lokanath Mishra (Panka Babu), 
Sudhir Chandra Ghose, Nilambar Das, Karunakar 
Panigrahi, Surendranath Das, Rabindramohan Das, 
Maulana Muhammad Attahar etc. The historic AICC 
session at Bombay was attended by Harekrishna 
Mahatab, Malati Choudhury, Surendranath Dwivedi, 
Prahlad Ray Lath and Laxmi Narayan Mishra from 
Orissa. H.K. Mahatab was arrested on the morning 
of 9 August alongwith other Congress Working 
‘Committee members at Bombay and was lodged 
in the Anmednagar fort. c 
The pre-emptive action of the Government 
| to nip the movement in the bud actually back-fired. 
| It agitated not only the Congressmen but also the 
| Communists, the Socialists, the Forward Blockists, 
‘ and the Student Federationists in Orissa, who 
extended their support to the national cause and 
| protested against the repressive policy of the 
| government. There were strikes and haratals, 
protest meetings and demonstrations, and sticking 
of menacing anti-imperialist posters on the walls. 
Because of the sudden action of the government, 
' the political parties faltered for a while, but soon 


| they recovered from the initial shock. The movement 
in Orissa started assuming Shear Se ae 
t, '42. The p 
wards the later part of August, h 
a defied the government authorities. They 


aan oa j d no-tax 
ivif-disobedience and | 
resorted to civil ne ensued in many 


salsa ea] es] es]ei]ea12 


i ORIssa REVIEW 


a] ea]es|ea]ea sa) <a12] 


places. The arrest of the leaders and the measures 
taken against the Congress organisation intensified 
the hatred of the people against the British. The 
common people were led to believe by their local 
leaders that ‘Swaraj' was an accomplished fact and 
they were incited to indulge in acts of lawlessness. 
Instances of arson, looting and acts of sabotage 
became more frequent among the unruly mobs in 
different parts of the province and the princely 
states of Orissa. The students launched strikes 
and organised demonstrations against the British 
authorities. The political prisoners violated the jail 
regulations and resorted to indiscipline. A wide- 
spred movement started in Orissa challenging the 
authority of the British government and creating 
terror in the minds of the officials and pro-British 
elements. 

Summing up briefly, with the Japanese 
occupation of Rangoon in March, 1942, the whole 
of eastern coast of India was threatened and the 
British Government was thoroughly demoralised. 
The precautionary measures taken to thwart the 
Japanese onslaught hit the coastal people hard 
and made them look at the alien rule with disdain 
and distrust. On the other hand, alongwith the 
antiwar propaganda was carried on the Congress 
programme of constructive work, which led to the 
mass articulation of the nationalist sentiment in 
Orissa. The war time economic depression and 
ihe acute scarcity of the essential commodities, 


however, made the people vocal against the British © 


rule. Therefore, when the call was given to rise 

against the Government, the response of the 
people was enthusiastic and spontaneous. 

Reader in History, 

J.K.B.K. College, Cuttack 
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(A letter from Nabakrushna Choudhury to Nehru) 
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Esteemed Comrade, 


Let me introduce myself as Congress 
worker who joined the NCC movement in 1921 and 
has been since then an out and out follower of 
Gandhiji. Before entering into a criticism of our great 
leader's present actions | must reiterate my faith in 
Gandhism as a living and growing force. In my 
humble opinion it has now outgrown the personal 
moral ideas, prejudices and Sanskaras of Gandhiji 
himself. Gandhism as a revolutionary method is 
quite distinct from Gandhism as a Spiritual force 
for the moral upliftment of the human personality. 
So far as our immediate political objective of 
independence is concerned we have very little to 
do with the latter brand of Gandhism. We are 
directly and vitally concerned with the Gandhism 
that has lifted the country from the morass of supine 
moderatism and that at the same time showed a 
way out of the blind alley of desperation and 
unorganised violence, Political assassination and 
the like. This form of militant Gandhism is the only, 
original contribution that Gandhiji has made to a 
world caught in the tangles of suicidal and 
shortsighted violence. There is no denying the fact 
that this Gandhism has been the most potent 
revolutionary force in the country and if we follow it 
up to its logical limit we are sure to win. 


Gandhism as we understood it is a highly 
rational doctrine. There was nothing hidden or 
esoteric about it. But since his release during his 
second fast, Gandhiji has bewildered us by basing 
and explaining his actions and programme of work 
more on extraordinary spiritual experiences than 
on ordinary human reason and common sense. 
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ement Gandhiji withdrew mass movement and started 


abakrushna Choudhury were restless. Hence this letter. 
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The condition of the movement has naturally 
become precarious, depending as it does and 
based as it is now solely on the rare spiritual 
experience of an individual. The continuity of the 
movement is bound to be broken with the passing 
away of that individual. 


The decision of the Congress President, 
in close accordance with Gandhiji's advice, to 
eschew secrecy totally and to disband the wartime 
secret organisations, imperfect as they were, has 
virtually meant a refusal on the part of Gandhiji 
and the other Congress leaders to take the 
responsibility of leading the movement at this 
critical hour. We can appreciate Gandhiji's feelings 
on the matter of secrecy. Normally secrecy is 


‘without doubt repugnant to Satyagraha and 


Satyagrahis. Violence is thousand times more so 
but still in abnormal situations violence and even 
killing and Persuading others to kill, have been 
found computable with Satyagraha or rather 
necessary in the interests of Satyagraha, and have 
been countenanced, advocated and justified by 
Gandhi himself. | refer to Gandhiji's recruitment 
campaign during the BoerWar and the GreatWar, 
his killing of the Ashram calf, his clear writings 
justifying the use of violence on moneys destroying 
crops and gardens, etc. | realise that secrecy as it 
was practised sometimes has been the cause of 
Memoralisation. Itis my considered belief that this 
was so only because secrecy had been always 
ruled out of court in theory, though circumstances 
had forced Secrecy in practice. This had resulted « 
in hypocrisy and consequent demoralisation. More 
over for very reason that secrecy was not accepted 
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in theory, it was never thought necessary to 
systematise it and define its limits. Consequently 
sometimes its absurd and ludicrous forms had 
demoralised our workers. But there have been so 
many other causes of demoralisation always. In a 
mass movement if not in all movements, the leaders 
have to be always alert and vigilant to counteract 
all demoralising influences and factors. That is the 
tremendous responsibility of leadership. In my 
humble opinion, instead of refusing to take the 
responsibility of leadership of the great movement, 
Gandhiji ought to have tried his best to place the 
revolutionary organisation of the Congress on a 
stable basis. It might not have been possible for 
him or desirable-in the interests of the movement, 
to keep himself outside the prison but he could have 
and should have selected a few of his trusted 
colleagues and followers like Doulatramji, Kriplani, 
Syed Mohammad, Balubhai Desi Profulla Ghose, 
Tandonfee, to form, Central Committee. This 
Committee after making a thorough and searching 
study of the situation in the different provinces and 
the country as a whole ‘ought to have first of all 
thoroughly cleansed the organisation of all 
wayfarers and backsliders and secondly drawn up 
a programme of work for the different organisations. 
Instead of disbanding all the secret organisations, 
which sprung up spontaneously and functioned 
perhaps outside the Congress Constitution, 
Gandhiji ought to have advised the Congress 
leaders to give a constitutional footing to these 
organisations, and create a network of sound secret 
bodies throughout the country, controlled and 
guided by a secret Central Committee. This we 
similar step was absolutely demanded by the 
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undermined for several reasons. First of all, the 
failure of the Congress to achieve anything in 1932- 
33; another.deeper reason is that the fall in 
agricultural prices has been widely attributed by 
people to our movement, this has alienated the | 
peasant class. Congress has one very little to 
dispel these suspicions and doubts of the people. 
Things might be different in provinces or districts | 
where there existed independent Kisan | 
Movements under the patronage of the Congress, | 
but generally speaking our work of late has 
consisted solely in breaking laws formally and | 
courting imprisonment for its own sake; no 
organised attempt has been made to organise the 
masses or get their backing. . | 


Congress has not freed itself completely ¢ 
from Bourgeoise influence. It was at one time very 
much afraid of wounding the feelings of Zamindars | 
and moneyed men. It was all right at a rudimentary 
stage of our movement, when a mere awakening 
of the national consciousness was necessary but | 
when things have moved so far in the country that 
it is now a question of facing the might of the alien 


and organise all its fighting forces. The upper and 
middle classes—the propertied classes—are 
unwilling to go further than what whey did in 1930, 


fact that in a nonviolent struggle they alone cannot 
wrest power from the foreign power; the active 
cooperation and participation of the masses is 
necessary. As for the masses, though they are in 
desperate condition, it is impossible to stir them to 
action for purely political ends. The tyranny of the 
social and economic order of things is more 
intensely and directly felt by them than the 
humiliation of political subjection. If they would rise 
against British rule they would do so only on the | 
understanding that they must sweep with it the rule 
of the indigenous Zamindars and Capitalists. That 
is to say, to rouse them to action, Congress must 
have a comprehensive socio-economic 
programme a programme of direct action 
organised against the foreign political rule and at 
the same time the iniquitous economic and social 
order of things. This will certainly mean that the | 
upper and middle classes will openly array 
themselves against the Congress. When it is 
impossible to win the battle with their sympathy 
only, and that to mere lip sympathy, and when on 
the other hand the participation the masses is 
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~ indispensable, we must be ready to pay the price 
for the latter, that is, we must be ready to alienate 


the upper classes in order to enlist the cooperation 
of the masses in our struggle. 


« _,.Congress realised the necessity of 
revolutionary changes in the socio economic order 
of things, even before the Karachi Congress, so 
far back as in 1929 (vide res. of the A.I.C.C. May 
24 and 25, 1929 Mahatma Gandhi himself made 
the position of the Congress perfectly clear in this 
matter at the Second Round Table Conference he 
even talked of expropriation of the haves for the 
benefit of the have-nots. But unfortunately 
Congress has not mustered courage to draw upa 
serious programme of action for bringing about that 
change. It may be said that Gandhiji personally is 
working in his own way for social equality, but for 
various reasons that anti-untouchability movement 
instead of being a first class revol 
movement has degenerated into a purely 
one. 


utionary 
reformist 


Last of all | would earnestly request you 
to organise nuclei of Congress workers in all the 
Provinces who are ready for a sustained and 

' prolonged fight. This will stop the process of 
disintegration that is fast going on. The days of 


| het TAT 


55] 8) 6) eS]a8) 6) a8] 28) e51a8) eo] es] e0) cole s] co] cules] col ea] s]es]es]25]e51 05) 05163) ¢5105] 


- gone. There might have been need for them at one 


AUGusr-1998 
ate 


spectacular demonsirations and cheap glory are 


time, but there is none now — nay, they are likely to 
prove demoralising on our path at present. 


It is a happy sign that many erstwhile 
terrorists are realising the futility of political murders 
and the necessity of working for a social revolution. 
in the true sense side by side of the political 
revolution. The present programme of Gandhiji 
unless supplemented by a serious programme of 
organisation and preparation for an intense fight 
on all fronts, is sure to fall flat on all serious minded 
persons of the country, who are pining for 
independence. 


Yours sincerely, 


Naba Choudhury, Cuttack. 


Courtesy : Padma Charan Nayak 
8 Shanti Vihar 
Baramunda Housing Board 
Bhubaneswar-3. 
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. ahatma Gandhi, the Father of the Nation 
was assassinated in his prayer meeting 


by one Nathuram Vinayak Godse, in 
Poona, on the 30 January 1948 after 5 PM. When 
wide unrest was in the sub-continent, Gandhiji 
refused any personal armed protection. He 
sacrificed his life for the preservation of peace, 
establishment of social harmony and unity among 


the people. 
_ The Government of India, in utter grief paid 
a tearful homage to the glorious and noblest son of 
the nation and performed the funeral-ceremony in 
the sacred bank of Yamuna at Rajghat in the 
presence of millions of countrymen including the 
leaders and heads of many countries of the world. 
Gandhi in death emerged more potent than he had 
been in life. Margaret Pourke White, a famous 
American Journalist remarked that she never had 
before witnessed such an ocean of human beings.” 
After performance a the Te eon 

a Gandhi the holy ashes were'colle 
Pn the funeral pyre. It was decided by the 
fter consultation with the 


Government of India a 
top-ranking national leaders that the holy ee 
were to be immersed In Allahabad a 


Trivenisangam. All the provincial eae yt 
important persons of India irrespective eons ae 
creed had to attend the last rite of the Se 
Nation. Accordingly, the-then Co autg tl ae 
Hon'ble Dr. Kailashnath Katju adhe val 
Orissa® and camped at Allahabae hae SHE 
immersion ceremony of the holy 


Tiventsangarn. alts arrived there with a jar 


his friends, Brij - a 
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Hon'ble Governor of Orissa accepted that sacred 
trust for its immersion in Orissa.* 


In this context, Hon'ble Governor of.Orissa 
informed Hon'ble Harekrushna Mahtab, the then 
Prime Minister of Orissa vide his letter dated 
4.2.1948 and asked to make necessary 
arrangements for immersion of the sacred ashes 
of Bapuji. He also asked for his advice as to when 
and where the ashes be immersed in Orissa. He 
himself suggested Swarga Dwar‘(in Puri town) was 
to be the most appropriate place for the purpose. 
If it was accepted he had to proceed to Puri, but if 
it was at Cuttack or some other place, then he was 
to go there with the holy ashes from Allahabad. 
Secondly, he suggested that the date of immersion 
of the holy ashes to be the 12 February 1948 as 
the main immersion rite was to be solemnised at 
Allahabad on the same date. Further he asked in 
his letter to consult with Gopabandhu Choudhury 
in that matter and lastly he had to confirm him about 
the programme of immersion within 10 February 
49485 before starting for Orissa with the holy 
ashes. At the same time considering the urgency 
of the matter he also instructed S.N. Mishra, private 
secretary to Prime Minister to look into the matter 
and to communicate the final programme to him.® 


According to the programme of the Governor 
of Orissa he left Allahabad with the sacred ashes 
of Mahatma Gandhi on the 10th. night of February 
1948. But he was not confirmed with the 
programme of immersion before leaving for Orissa 
as it could not be finalised earlier due to illness of 
the Prime Minister's Secretary of Orissa. Lastly, 
the same was finalised on the 11th. February 1948 
that the procession of the holy ashes of Mahatma 
Gandhi would start from Cuttack and the same 
would be immersed in the sea at Puri.” f 

The detailed programme of reception of the 
tack carrying the sacred ashes of the 


at Cut i 
ee ahatma Gandhi on the 12th, February 


ered M 
F948 was fixed as follows. Accordingly, Governor 
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of Orissa carrying the Urn reached the railway 
station, Cuttack at 5.16 A.M. Then the procession 
started from there at 6.30 A.M. on a decorated 
vehicle with the Armed Guards on both the sides 
of the truck. Hon'ble Minister, Nityananda Kanungo 
was in charge of making arrangements for the 
procession. The official mourners including Hon'ble 
Ministers, high officials were on foot in the 
Procession alongwith the public. The procession 
reached Puri Ghat at 8.30 A.M. via Ranihat, 
Mangalabag, Dargha Bazar, Choudhury Bazar, 
Balu Bazar, Nimchouri and Collecorate and the Urn 
was placed on the platform which was specially 
erected for the purpose. The holy ashes were 
Placed there till-10 A.M. for Public darshan and 
Prayer for which the public got the scope to pay 
homage to their beloved National leader who had 
Sacrificed the whole of his life for the service of his 
Motherland. Then it was carried to Puri in a truck 
by Hon'ble Governor for performance of immersion 
ceremony by him as per the previous programme. 
The holy ashes of Mahatma Gandhi reached there 
at 2 PM. on the 12 February 1948 via Chandaka, 
Bhubaneswar, Pipli and Sakhigopal after haltig 5 
minutes in every place except Chandaka and the 
immersion took place by His Excellency the 
Governor of Orissa at 4 PM. in the sea.® The day 
of immersion was declared as public holiday by 
the Government of Orissa as per the Notification 
No.170 Pol. dt.6.2.1948, 


immersion of the holy ashes of Mahatma Gandhi 
in Orissa but the last rite of the ashes was 


the locker of the State Bank where i 
for nearly half.a century. 


After immersion of the ashes of 
Gandhi by the Hon'ble Governor of gues 
February 1948 another Urn containing some ashes 
was kept inside the St. Thomas Church within the 
Government House Compound at Puri.to On the 
11 Feb. 1948 a telegram was issued to the 
Metropolitan, Calcutta asking his Permission to 
keep the sacred ashes vide No.95989 by the 
Secretary to the Governor of Orissa and 
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accordingly the Church authority granted 
permission with much obligation vide his telegram 
dated 12 February 1948 followed by his personal 
letter to the Secretary to the Governor of Orissa 
for confirmation." The holy ashes were placed in 
the Church at Puri under the permission of the 
Government of Orissa since 12 February 1948 to 
26 June 1948 under strict security arrangement 
by the Government. The holy ashes would not have 
been transferred from the Church if the Chaplain 
had not complained or the Government of Orissa 
had not given permission for the use of the 
adjoining Circuit House for performance of 
ceremonial functions of the Christian brothers and 
the question of controversy about the recognition 
of it would not have come from any quarter. But 
many complaints were lodged by the members of 
the Church Committee as the Church at Puri was — 
not available for their service on the festive 
occasions. The Church authority informed to the 
Governor of Orissa that St. Thomas Church at Puri 
was occupied by the Government of Orissa to keep 
the ashes of Mahatma Gandhi since 12 February 
1948 and the Chaplain and its congregation were 
not permitted to enter the Church for worship over 
a period of five months.’ The Metropolitan of India, 
gave his consent to keep the ashes there, 
Presumably that it would be kept there for a short 
time.'® Moreover, they also believed that there 
would be no hindrance to hold Christian worship 
in that house of God. After repeated requests to 
the Hon'ble Prime Minister of Orissa explaining 
the injustice done in that matter, the ashes were 
finally removed on 27 June 1948" but the Church 
was not handedover to the Chaplain. They also 
objected that a number of trees were planted inside 


the Church, each bearing the name. of some: 


prominent political members which led to another 
controversy between the Government and the 
Church."® It can be pointed out that all the Chistes 
communities remaining at Puri were well aware Of 
the fact. 


But the question arises why an 
containing a portion of holy ashes of ae final 
Gandhi was preserved in Orissa a all over 
immersion of the same on the same day 
India ? 


The interested scholars can ge sel 
file, "Immersion of Gandhi's ashes in Orissa’ ; 
know that one follower of Mahatma Gandhi 0 
Lucknow named Faroog had appealed to the 
beople of Orissa through the Hon'ble Governor of 
Orissa to preserve the holy ashes by erecting a 
memorial. The People of Uttar Pradesh had 
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| decided to build a mosoleum on the relics of the Church was disbanded by the Deputy 
Mahatma Gandhi at Gorakhapur like Buddha and Superintendent of Police in charge in my presence. 
| Kavir. Similarly he requested the brethren of Orissa The removal of the Urn from the Church may kindly 
| to preserve the traditional holiness of Kalinga by be intimated to the Church authorities".?° In the 
| constructing a memorial of Gandhi where the great second para of the same letter. he wrote to Rai | 
emperor, Asoka had converted himself to. Sahib B.Mishra, Secretary to the Governor of | 
Dharmasoka from Chandasoka and preached Orissa, "Any reference regarding the Urn may 
Buddism. The text can be cited as, "I entreat for a kindly be made to me in future. The place where it 
portion of Mahatma's ashes to build a mosoleum has been deposited after removal from the Church | 
at Gorakhpur where Shree Buddha and Kavir are inside the Government House Compound at Puri 
buried, Please plead my case with my brethren in has been kept secret and is known to the Hon'ble , 
| Kalinga where Asoka was converted".'® The Prime Minister.and myself".?! 
| proposal of Mr. Faroog was honoured by the people From the above lines itis clear that the Prime 
| of Orissa. On behalf of them. one Madhusudan Minister of Orissa and his private secretary, 
| Pattnaik, a learned lawyer of Orissa had appealed Mr. S.N. Mishra were the key men who kept the 
to the kind attention of the Governor of Orissa for matter in secret before the people of Orissa which 
constructing a memorial of Mahatma Gandhi over ~ jeq to a controversial issue. After taking over the 
the holy ashes in Orissa. In this context B. Mishra, Charge of the Urn it was kept in the strongroom of 
Secretary to the Governor of Orissa was directed the State Bank of India, Cuttack from 29 November 
to materialise it in consultation with the Prime 4960 2: till it was carried for final immersion i.e.,. 
Minister of Orissa.’” So it is evident thata portion 28 January 1997. ® The interim period, from o7 
of holy ashes of Mahatma Gandhi was kept in the June 1948 to 28 November 1950 was not known 
Church at Puri till the enshrinement of the memorial —_4. tg where the ashes were placed. The question 
over the relics which were then me von arises who prompted S.N. Mishra to deposit the 
Cuttack from Puri on 27 June 1948" and hande urn in the Bank or was it his own decision and why 
over to S.N. Mishra, private secretary to Prime did he keep it a secret ? 
Minister of Orissa. Before taking over the charge d yan 
fthe holy ashes of Mahatma Gandhi he had written According to the prior decision the holy ashes 
. ; iD i tary to the of Mahatma Gandhi were preserved with a view to 
a letter to Rai Sahib B. Mishra, Secretary “stablishing a memorial either in private sect 
i hich may be quoted here. In establishing < p ctor 
Governor of Orissa wi" thatwehave under the guidance of the Government of Orissa 
his letter he said, "lam eee rce f Mahatma or fully organised by the Government. But when 
finally decided to remove the pela Id not be worked out everybody . 


27th June. | the scheme cou 


’ i i on the ; a 
Gandhi from the church at Purot ne Mini silent. The-then political people 

i inister then became 1 d | political people, 
have been requested by Ihe Hee ofthe ashes __ freedom fighters and the high officials including the 


5 were aware of the fact as to when 


d take over C 
were brought back to Cuttack. 


r representative there for safe social worker 


from you or you f i holy ashes 
y y ere. shall be grateful if you me the ey ase ad of it, even the Christian 


custody else wher r 
f i hen you? i ell aware of the holy ashes. ° 
let me know the time w ent House, Community who were well ‘ 
poaipeeniative wlll BS at the Bore would be During the se or esa eee ne bees 
Puri ver the ashes F er high ranking officers, the 
Rr : te ae definite to quote tee ee final decision for constructing the Gandhi-Memorial 
gee ecretary {0 t in Orissa over his relics. Itis necessary tomention | 
y Action Committee, Gandhi | 


to go to Puri an 


of S.N. Mishra, private Se™ ‘ew to knowing 
‘ vils h a view to hi Centenar : 
Prime Minister .of Ones eon of the holy ashes. - that Se commie and Gandhi Memorial 
the complete story ofiMMET" , a7th. instant! Peace were constituted for smooth 
The text of the letter was :"ON TNE © ches of = Commie his centenary and to highlight the 
| took charge of the UM conta y Superintendent ots eof Mahatma Gandhi in Orissa. But nobody 
att from Mr. Ray, ne in ' se bana red inquired of it. After He eee 
ice in charge t House, ly ashes 0 
olice in charg nment Ft can say that the holy he State Bank of India| 


Mr. Padhi on deputation to Gov" ict M 
Cuttack, In the absence of fe Ea 
of Puri on tour, Rai 
as 
Additional District Magistrate Tr 
ime | took over the UE’. attixed to th ngiven 
Uperintendent of police, re Guard mounted at been 


@s found in tact. The 


ured in Orissa. Secondly, before . | 
holy ashes in 


uttack due perm 
ka Bank authorities 


the Strong-room of 
ermission might have, 
after maintaining 


by the 
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proper records. Though it was confidentially kept, 
the matter was known to the officers of State Bank, 
Cuttack. The same question aries what was the 
mystery behind it which kept them silent. The Bank 
might have consulted the depositor before or after 
his service tenure as the owner of Urn or with the 
Government of Orissa in connection with the future 
Programme of the holy ashes. Ultimately, after 
keeping it for fortyfive years in the Bank it was 
discovered by the officer in charge of the same 


.Bank who is worthy to be praised. 


The ashes were sealed in an Urn in a wooden 
box with flowers. The news was published in the 
local dailies. Tushar Arun Gandhi, one of his 
descendants came to know it and claimed the holy 
ashes of his great grandfather but he was denied 
of getting it at the first chance as the Bank 
disclaimed all of his rights. The Supreme Court 
cleared the rights of Mr. Tushar Arun Gandhi and 
Passed orders on 26 November 1996 for handing 
over the Urn to Mr. Gandhi and fixed the day of 
immersion as 30 January 1997 24 on the death 
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. The Court also 
directed that the ashes would be immersed in the 
Ganges, at Triveni Sangam in Allahabad with 
reverence and dignity in the Presence of the 


petitioner, a senior: judicial officer or Registrar of 


» the High Court and the high bank official. 
According to the verdict of the Supreme . 


Court, the holy ashes kept in the vault since 29 
November 1950:'were finally brought out of the bank 
publicly after putting the Controversy to an end.The 
last mortal remains of the Father of Nation were 
carried back to Allahabad in a decorated special 
coach of the Purusottam Express at 10.30 PM. on 
28 January'97. One thousand year-old Cuttack city 
bid adieu to the sacred ashes of Mahatma Gandhi 
and the last homage was offered by Hon'ble Chief 
Minister Shri Janakiballav Patnaik and his Cabinet 
Members including prominent freedom fighters and 
social workers in the Presence of a vast crowd who 
played rhythmic chorus of "Mahatma Gandhi Amar 
Rahe" and the holy Ramdhun.The last rite of 
Mahatma Gandhi was solemnised at Allahabad on 
his 49th. death anniversary soon after a state guard 
of honour was given by the Uttar Pradesh 
Government. His last rite was co pleted at the 
advent of the Golden year of India's ndependence. 


Mahatma Gandhi came to Orissa on several 
occasions and raised Oriya problems in the national 
fora. He loved Orissa and as a mark of profound 


. gratitude and reverence his last memory was 


preserved in a sacred centre in Orissa-Puri, the 


land of Lord Jagannath. 
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Chief Minister Shri J.B. Patnaik releasing the book "Sculpture 
Masterpieces from Orissa—Style & Iconography jointly authored by 

Prof. K.S. Behera and Prof. Donaldson in a function held at his official residence 

on 12.7.1998. 
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aK THIRUKIRe 


BOR s1NTO! 
» ANB 


Tamil Book "Thiruklur" at Hotel Swosti, Bhubaneswar 
on 17.6.1998. 


a sn sakiteen 


’ Chief Minister Shri J.B. Patnaik inaugurating a souvenir in a function held at 
Soochana Bhavan on the occasion of Jatiyakavi Banchhanidhi Mohanty Birth 
Centenary Celebration organised by Banchhanidhi Smruti Samsad on 15.7.1998. 
Shri Netrananda Mallick, Minister of State I. & PR. is also gracing the occasion. 


e.54 


on the occas! ie! 


Lireriresssir errr 
Chief Minister Shri J.B. Patnaik planting a 
Sappling of "Nagalinga" in the premises of 

Sainik School, Bhubaneswar on 4.7.1998 on 

the occasion 


of State-level Vana Mahotsava. 
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Chief Minister Shri J.B. Patnaik paying his respects to the 


svat 
Nilachakra meant to be mounted on the temple spire of the newly-built 
Shri Jagannath Temple at Shailashreekshetra, ‘Angul on 4.7.1998. 


ALLILALAL LES LS 


MALU ts, 


MADHUSMRUTI AND MADHUMANDIR AND THE GIFT DEED OF 
| ‘SMT. SAILABALA DAS 


Prof. Jagannath Mohanty 


WCC IM! 


On the 30th October 1952, several 
questions were asked in the Orissa Legislative 
Assembly by its members namely, Shri Baishnab 
Charan Patnaik, Godavaris Mishra, Muralidhar 
Panda, Sashikant Bhanj and Bijay Kumar Pani 
whether a portion of the building known as "Madhu 
Smruti" had been occupied by Miss Sailabala Das. 
The then Minister of Education, Shri Radhanath 
Rath, replied affirmatively and presented the Gift 
deed about Madhu Smruti. But interestingly, 
Smt. Das was the Donor herself and in a Gift deed 
made on the 2nd day of February 4952, the entire 
property both movable and immovable was donated 
to the Government of Orissa. She, however, kept a 
portion of the building for her own and it was also 
mentioned in the Gift deed. It was recorded that 
such donation was made as per the desire of Late 
Madhusudan Das, the Grand Oldman of Orissa, 


who devoted his life and 
the Oriya people. It was a 
Das, the adopted daughte 
dedicate herself to the se 
Orissa and particularly to the cause 


of women of Orissa. 


Iso his desire that Smt. 
r of Madhubabu should 
rvices of the people of 


The first Girls’ High School of Siler 
established by Smt. Das was upgraded to oem 
Womens' College and “Madhu Smruti" as w ee 
"Madhu Mandir" were to be set up in Hoe a 
campus. Accordingly 4 Madhusudan Muse 
started there with the valuable a 
Madhubabu. The articles should be pres 
exhibited forever in e fea Ts 
earmarked for the purpose and malgh oe 
to the State Museum, if Governmen 


also mentioned 
nor, 


cifically 
ferred 


It was 
after the death 0 
administrators and legal TeP 0 


entitled to take possessio’ © which indi 
included in the schedule 'B el 


property to the cause of ° 


of upliftment 


articles to be preserved in the exhibition. It also 


.added that a period of 90 days would be allowed 


to remove these belongings and vacate the rooms 
occupied by Smt. Das. The S.B. Women's College 
or anyotherWomen's Institutions located in the said 
premises should observe every year the birth and 
the death anniversaries of the Madhusudan Das 
which respectively fall on the 28th April and the 
4th February. The 25th March, every year, the birth 
day of Smt. Das should also be observed as 
Foundation Day of the College or anyother 


Institutions which might be located in the said 


premises. 


k The Gift deed mentioned that Smt. Das 
during the period of her natural life, an allowance 
@ Rs.600/- only per month would be paid from 
the date of execution of the deed and possession’ 
delivered which sum was considered to be the bare 
minimum for her living in consideration of her past 
services to the cause of female education in the 
state. The deed was so carefully made that it 


allowed Smt. Das to use and enjoy all the fruit trees - 


in the said premises during her life time. It was 
also recorded that the entire property and 
institution be maintained properly by the 
Government of Orissa and the following persons 
constituted the body invested with visitational 
capacity to visit the premises and recommend to 
Government for such action as they might consider 


necessary for due observance of the terms of the 
Gift. 


Hon'ble Chief Minister, Orissa 

Shri Nabakrishna Choudhury 

Chief Secretary to Govt. of Orissa 
Director of Public Instructions, Orissa 
Lady Principal, S.B. Women's College’ 
Rani Sahiba of Darpan 

Shri B.K. Roy, ex-Chief Justice of the 


High Court, Orissa 
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8. Shri Muralidhar Mohanty, Bar-at-Law 
9. The Donor, Smt. Das 
10. Moulavi A.S. Khan, Advocate, Cuttack 


The Hon'ble Chief Minister was the 
President and Smt. Das was the Secretary of the 
Body. The vacancy created after the death of any 
member, should be filled up by nominations by the 
State Government and after the death of Smt. Das 
her brother, Mr. J.C. Hazra of Calcutta and after 
his death, any male member of the family of the 
said brother to be nominated by the State 
Government should be a member of this Body. 


The Gift deed was very scrupulously 
prepared and the history of the items and materials 
mentioned in the schedules were also given. 
Among all these it is very interesting to mention 
herewith one matter i.e. his residential room which 
was built by Madhusudan Das in 1895 and he died 


there in 1934 February 4, at 1.00 AM. The graphic 
picture of the room is as follows : 


"Here in this room many friends came and 
Saw him in their troubles and he advised them. 
Some of the Ranis of. Feudatory States came to 
him many a time to seek his advice. Here in this 
room the Raja of Puri (Not this present Raja, but 
his adoptive father) who was looked upon by the 
masses of Orissa as a embodiment of living 
Jagannath and he was not visible to any person, 
even he came to Madhusudan in Strict purdah when 
there were troubles with British Raj to seek his 
advice. When the Raja was in this room, no one 
was allowed to come upstair. Here in this room, 
we two sisters (Sailabala and Sudhansubala 
Hazra) had learnt much from his talk. He always 


tried to command respect by doing unselfish work 
for the good of fellowman", 


This shows the greatness of the father of 


the modern Orissa. Two daughters, who came from 
Bengal were adopted by him as daughters. Not 
only they were influenced by Madhubabu but also 
they regarded this room as the most sacred place 
not to be desecrated by anyone and " 
should be removed which has touched hi 


S finger 
and used by him". 


nothing - 


Besides this room, there is the mention of 
a morroco binding Indian Painting book’ given to 
Mr. Das in 1902 by Sir John Woodburn, 
Lt. Governor of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa as a 
memento of his visit to Orissa artwares. He was 
very much pleased seeing this where 100 workmen 
were engaged in silver, gold, aluminium, ivory, horn, 
woodwork and weaving and also leather. He was 
invited by Madhubabu to visit this workshop where 
one workman presented His Honour a beautiful 
Silver Casket made in the Orissa artwares. This 
item also indicates the respect and dignity given 
to the workmen by Madhu Babu besides the 


* greatness of the workshop. 


An interesting incident is associated with 
one photograph mentioned therein, Sir Carlyle, 
Member of the Executive Council of the Governor 
General of India. in 1901 when a gang of dacoits 
killed some persons in Tulsipur and looted the 
houses of some people, a high police officer (Oriya) 
sent a confidential report to the Government that 
Madhusudan was the receiver of that stolen 
property of gold and silver which he melted in his 
workshop. Madhusudan demanded an enquiry 
from the Government and Sir Carlyle was sent by 
the Government to ‘make the enquiry. But he found 
the allegation false and as a token of friendship, 
he gave his photo to Madhusudan. This incident 
shows how we sometimes betray the person who 


does the maximum sacrifice for the welfare of the 
people. 


All these objects and events mentioned in 
the Gift deed are so much memorable and 
significant from the national point of view that we 
should visit this sacred place and pay our grateful 
homage to this greatman of Orissa. But 
unfortunately Madhu Smruti and Madhu Mandir are 
lying neglected and uncared for. Itis also imperative 
in this context to draw the attention of the 
Government as well as the Oriya people to maintain 


this sacred place of the nation with utmost care 
and respect. 


2935, Gouri Nagal, 
Bhubaneswar.- 751002. 
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Prominent Women Freedom Fighters of Orissa (1921-45) 


(- ‘Women for liberation ; 

_'Women of the country'—was a spontaneous upsurge i i its \\ 
magic inspiration from the historic call of Father of hometioa WOES whole aes el ats 
with truth. He too experimented with the power of silence, of peace ard non-violence and of unheeded 
voices. Leaving cosy hearths and guarded roofs, daughters and mothers of Orissa, clad in khadi 
poured onto the streets and alleys to nurse our battered Mother India. In all the three phases of 
Freedom Struggle they exhibited manly courage and made tremendous sacrifices. Those at home 
provided tremendous enthusiasm to their male activists and satyagrahis. Each house was 
metamorphosed to a veritable nationalist-Ashram. 

On the forefront were Rama Devi, Haimavati Devi, Sarala Devi, Rama Devi, Shanti Mohanty, 
Rasamani Devi, Sarojini Dei, Sitabati Dei, Reba Ray, Malati Choudhury, A Laxmi Bai Parvati \ 
Giri, Godavari Devi, Jambovati Dei and others. : | 


Below is an inexhaustive list of women patriots of Orissa who had actively participated-in the. 


\- 
| Freedom Movement. | 
; is ey) | 
| | 
| Adaramani Dei, Kendrapara D. Sarojini, Berhampur | 
Adharamani Devi, Bari Durga Bewa, Baliapal | 
Ahalya Devi,D/o Kshetravasi Kar, Bant, Balasore. Durgamani Bewa, Bhogarai | 
Annapurna Maharana, Cuttack. Duti Dibya, Bant | 
Ashamani Devi, Seragada | 
| G. Sivakantamma, Berhampur | 
| | Banta Ku. Parida, Kandarpur Gouri Devi, Rasalpur, Balasore | 
Basanta Kumari Mohanty, Athagarh PS. | 
| Basanti Devi Hadiani Devi, Iram t | 
| | Basanti Mahapatra, Edatala, Balasore Hansa Devi, Bant | 
Bhababati Patamahadei, Kujang Haripriya Devi, Anandpur, Bari i 
Bidu Dei, Remuna : ; . Hara Dei, Basudevpur 
Bilasi Bewa ‘ Haramani Dei, Kendrapara RS 
Bimala Dutta, Jajpur PS. Haramani Dei, Rampa, Bari 
| Bishnupriya Jena, Bhogarai Haramani Kanungo, Chhindakula, Govindpur PS. 
| Budhi Bewa, Delang Harabati Devi, Kuans, Chandbali 
Ae ea [ec] Hemalata Samanta, Khallikote - 
( Champa Devi, Berhampur igoe 
| Chandramani Devi ndira Dev! 
a 
Se ue ee Jasoda Devi, Kanpur, Bhadrak 
Chhaya Dev! s 
yi Bhogarai J.V. Narayan, Berhampur | 


| Champamani Dasi, 
Chitramani Dei, Khaira 


| Chudamani Dasi, Bhogarai Anandapur. | 


‘Kadambini Patnaik, W/o Golak Ch. Patnaik, | 
| 
| 
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THE LEADER'S ESCAPE | 


tM MMmM@@@ ede 


istory gives us the adventures of the 

Maratha hero Shivaji who escaped from the 

Moghul custody. Here we get another such 
enchanting story where a rebel leader escaped 
from the palace custody, devising means of his own. 

The leader was Raghunath Singh Samant, 
n of Chandra Sekhar Singh Samant 
(Pathani Samant) and the palace was the royal 
residence of the ruling chief of Knandapara. 

It was the days of the thirties, the days of 
the Prajamandal Movement when people in the 
Garjats rose against the misrule popularly known 
as the dark rule of the Garjats. 


Raghunath Singh Samant, then was an 
energetic youngman, although a relation of the royal 
household was much against this misrule and 
tyranny. As a natural outcome he was very often 
taken to the jail being tried by the royal personnels 
on false and fabricated grounds. 

On the gth July 4939, he was to be 

jai i f a conviction 
released from jail after completion © 
of six months. Ont ning, he was taken to 


pall ; is Dewan were 
ce. Raja ; 
pea peeenr Sa'ab immediately started 


an ugaihari Knamar’. He 
grant you a building and the hae riage and 


: or your mar 
will take measures for y e has been 


grandso 


recommended for th 
return you have to doo! 
morning just after you | 
have to stay in the royal palace a brie 
movement is subsided. Else your 

pooked again - 


other cases and be . 
The young man paused a while, 3 

avoid a ee irial, he outwardly yielded to 

proposal. 


r release 
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So the young leader was jailed again in a 
sophisticated place like the royal palace. He was 
not allowed to go outside alone, he was not allowed 
to talk to anybody outside. Whenever he wanted 
to go out, an attendant accompanied him. A police 
guard was kept vigilant on all his activities. 


‘Taking the opportunity of the leader's 
absence, the.royal administration became all time 
oppressive to suppress the movement. Meanwhile 
the rehearsal of a drama was conducted every | 
evening in the palace. Raghunath Singh Samant 
was made to sit on the varanda alongwith the king 
and the Dewan. People of different parts of 
Khandapara were summoned to the palace, were 
mercilessly caned and were forced to declare that 
they would not associate themselves in the 
movement. They were also made to sign loan 
agreements of huge sum of money. This farce was 
repeated every evening for long one month to put 
the leader in an embarassing situation in front of 
the people. 


One day, Rathunath got a secret letter 
from one of his associates, Mr. Madhusudan 
Pattanaik. The letter read — 


"Sa'ante — you make us. play with fire, 
yourself enjoying the royal pleasure. This is very 
much unbecoming, at least on the part of a grand 
child of Samant Chandra Sekhar. Kindly get rid of 
that hell and come to us to share our agonies. Ys' 
M.P" 

The leader got perturbed to read the letter 
once, twice, and thrice. He then devised plans to 
run away from the palace-—prison. He repeatedly 
requested the king to allow him to go outside to 
the spring side to attend to nature's calls. There 
was a spring flowing close to the royal court. He 
was however allowed to go upto the Springside. 
Raghunath continued the sincere practice of going 
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to the springside and returning soon to avoid any 
suspicion. Gradually the escort system became 
thiner and thiner. 


Once at dead of night he left the palace 


pretending to go near the spring. He was caught 


sight of by Gurkha guard. In a mixed Hindi Oriya 
tone he asked - 


‘Kidhar Jauchhu ?' 


Raghunath replied — ‘to attend to the 
nature's call', 


The guard directed — ‘Valdi aoo Bhai, 
nehin to Maharaja gussah hoga’'. 


‘ Raghunath nodded his head and 
immediately left the place. 


It was about two O' clock night. Raghunath 
was walking alone through the jungles. His only 
companion was a small torch. There was the fear 
of tigers and other ferocious animals. Raghunath 
collected a stick from the jungle bush. He then 
proceeded to one of his friends' house from the 
hillside to collect some money. He also made a 
secret visit to his mother to have some more money. 
All these were done within minutes. 


His immediate target was to reach the 
Khasmahals. He proceeded via Gunthuni. Night 
dawned at Gunthuni. A news reached him that a 
police force was posted near the Gunthuni school. 
He now left the Gunthuni road and changed his 
course through the paddy fields of Anlamada. 


Boudh-Kiakata Bridge over r 


Disk , ‘ F will 
iver Mahanadi near Boudh on Boudh-Kiakata-Rairakhole Road, when completed 
1 connect Southern Orissa with Western Orissa o 


. ar i ile 
p on the shortest route-observed Minister, Works Shri Harihar Swain, whi 
| starting off the construction work of the bridge at Boudh on 21st June, 1998, It 


i of Western Orissa for a rapid link between Berh 
i between these two towns by 136 Kms, 


0 power in 1995 the Con 
and sincerely endeavour 
x y the financii 


I and others will act as 


: cultural and educational developments of the people. It would also 
connect Gopalpur Port with Rourkela Steel City for i 


] Southern and Western Orissa. 


l The function was attended by the local M.L. 


MAHANADI BRIDGE CONSTRUCTION WORK STARTED 
r i 


amnpur and Sambalpur. Completion of the bridge will reduce the distance 


. : oat e bridge 
gress Government in the State realised the need for providing the ee 
€d to garner financial assistance from NABARD and the proposal 2 iod 
ng institution Paving the way for completion of the bridge within a per 


A. Sri Sachidananda 
[| the Chairman, Zilla Parishad; Collector, Boudh'and the DIC.C., Presi 


i i fidently 
Anybody asking his whereabouts was con 
valid that he was Raghunath Mishra of Neveu 
Padmadeipur, that he had come to purchase a pal 
of oxen. 


. On the way through the field he met an 
old lady collecting green leaves. The lady told ns 
‘O son, a force is on guard at Kadua’. Raghuna : 
stopped there, changed again his direction ae 
proceeded through Mahtlia. At Mahulia en 
suspected him but without paying any heed | 
rushed forward and’at about 8 O' clock seu 
reached Gorabhanga. There he met a pe he 
Raghunath Pahad Singh. Very near to alae 
was Sompur. Sompur was then a Khasmahal ar : 
All those who were leaving Khandapara to avo 
oppression were staying at a camp at Sompur. 


Mr, Jugal Kishor Pattanaik of Bankol nee 
created one Ashrama at Sompur. Now is as 
alongwith his friend safely crossed the border r 
Khandapara and reached the Ashrama an 
law, no regulation of his native state could do 
any harm. 


This is the one day history of bake 
fighter, a man of the royal origin who sacrificed be 
youth, his future in the freedom struggle. The hs 
old man in his eighties still lives as a bachelor a i 
a vigil of free India, quite nostalgic of nocturn 
escapade. 


Reader, 
Nayagarh College, 
4 Nayagarn. 


== eet) 


was a long standing demand of the people 


Dalal, the Engineer-in-Chief Sri Gopal Behera, 
dent. The Chief Engineer Sri Samantaray gave 
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FOLK-—INSTRUMENTS OF ORISSA 


Dr. Sudha Mishra 


rissa has been famed in history as a land 
of artistic excellence which is woven in 


myth and mysiery. The land has a varied 


‘populace as the people here have variant habitats 


— in the coastal plains, valleys and wooded 
hinterland. Further, a refreshing air of religious 
atmosphere is blown abundantly across the State. 
The people by nature are hospitable, peace-loving 
and have a keen sense of aesthetic pursuit. 


Inthe past centuries, they found immense 
pleasure in building temples and monuments, in 
chiselling blunt stone—blocks into myriad shapes 
of beauty, in singing to their hearts’ brim in 
accompaniment with indigenously devised musical 
instruments, in painting various themes with variant 
colour and in dancing rhythmic poses to celebrate 
the joy of life. 

; Music is a potent treasure of Orissa— 
compared to other States because of its strategic 
location, cultural variety and a strong religious 


adherence to Lord Jagannath. The Cult of Lord 
inspired the artists of Orissa to a 


ht them to accept everything 
they can transform and transmit it 

| of music, rhythm 
exceedingly rich 
and individual 


ina sublime way. 
is its body. Orissa's 
in rhythm, grace, M 
artistic expression. 


“According to ! 
instruments are divided int j 
(string instrument), 

i i i hana (metal 
instrument), Susira (win wt), 94 
instrument). In addition to that, in Oe ae 
varieties of folk instruments are found. Wee 
made of wood and sticks. Musical inet Aid 
always a secondary i y a 4 

either music or dance. In Orisg2s gndent SEH 
been made.to give 4 distin ePuding fhe ok 


to some musical instrumen (both dakshini an 
instruments like mrudang? 


Natya Shastra musical 
o four categories, |-€- tat 
ercussion 


sanchara mrudanga), Yodi nagara, mahuri 
nageswari and few others. Following are the 
descriptions of some of ithe important and popular 
folk musical instruments of Orissa. 


TAT (STRINGED INSTRUMENTS) 


The friction of strings produces various 
tunes (Svara) and beats. Most important stringed 


folk instruments of Orissa are Kendera, Ektara and 


Twila. 
Kendera : 


. Main components of Kendera are a base— 
pot having a goat skin covering, hide, strings, dry 
coconut cups, bamboo pipes, jute, horsehair etc. 
The playing of Kendera arouses a feeling of 
detachment. In Orissa, it is usually played by a 
class of Nath Yogis, particularly in rural areas while 
begging alms. lt is a peculiar musical instrument 
having possibilities of producing different tunes. 
Kendera has a pastoral elegance, and particularly 
inthe recital of Tika Govinda Chandra, its effect is 
astounding among the country folk. 


Ektara : 


Itis a mono-stringed instrument. lf has a ; 


limited variety of svara and is mainly used in recital 
of bhajanas. : 


Twila :- 


lt is like Ektara, but in ‘comparison to. |. 


Kendera and Ektara it produces more svaras. It is 
also used ‘as an independent instrument. tt is. 
popular in Mayurbhanj in Jnumar performance. ; 


ANADDHA OR PERCUSSION 


Mrudanga : 

; It is associated with temple rituals and 
worship. It is one of the ancient percussion 
instruments of Orissa. Mainly four types of 
mrudanga are found in Orissa depending on their 
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size, playing technique, materials used and sound 
effect. Although it is a folk instrument, some 
mrudanga players in southern part of Orissa have 
astounding mastery. They can play the whole range 
of 108 talas on Mrudanga. In western part of 
Orissa, in Sanchara programme it is played by 
talented women-singers while singing. 


There is a difference between khol and 
mrudanga. The former is mainly used in kirtan 
whereas the latter is played independently. 


Mardala : 


Itis another type of percussion instrument 
like Mrudanga. But its shape is slightly different. 
Now it is known as pakhauj. \t is used as an 


accompanying instrument in Odissi and Gotipua 
dance. 


~ Dhol: 


Dhol is a very popular accompanying folk 
instrument played in Western Orissa, Ganjam and 
in some parts of coastal belt. In western Orissa, it 
accompanies Sambalpuri, Rasarkeliand other folk 
dances, whereas in Ganjam it accompanies 
Ranapa, Baghanata and recital of songs set in vira 


rasa. Dhol is hung from the neck of the playerand - 


is played through the help of wooden sticks. It is 
closely associated with various religious rituals and 
social functions and also in the performance of 
chhau. ; 

Yodinagara : 


It is so 
named because two 
nagaras, one big 
and another small 
are simultaneously 
played. The big one 
called dheya is 
placed on the right 
hand side of the 
artist whereas the 
small one, chainais 
on the left. This 
instrument is played 
through wooden 
sticks. It is mainly 
made of burnt earth 
and monkey leather 
and other materials. 
lt is usually played 
during marriage 
functions, temple 
rituals and yatra etc. 
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Madal: _ 


Folk music in western Orissa cannot be 
conceived of without Madal. It produces lyrical ae 
rhythmic sound. It enhances the grace of musica 
performance as it helps playing in various. talas 
while accompanying Jhumar music, Sambalpur! 
music and dance, Chhau, Ghumura and all other 
tribal dances. 


Tasa: 


It is totally different from all percussion 
instruments. It has a single face and is playe 
through'the help of sticks. It is an eccompanying 
folk instrument of Western Orissa. 


Nisan : 


It is mainly considered a Vira Vaaya. It i 
single-faced. It has a decorative shape. Bae 
horns are attached to it. This instrument is yas 
being tied to the player's belly. It captures t ‘ 
audience in Sambalpuri dance. It uses the hide Oe 
a cow or buffalo. The technique of its preparation 
is confined only to limited folk artisans. 


Dhap : 


It is a tribal instrument mainly used in i 
south-west part of Orissa. Though it is’a simple 
instrument, it is capable of producing various talas. . 
Goat-skin is used in Dhap. It is played through the 
help of bamboo sticks. 


rea 


Hea) ea seen eat eave fe 
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Ghumura : 

Itis a unique instrument of western Orissa, 
particularly of Kalahandi. An earthen pot, covered 
with the leather of godhi, (a:kind of reptile, iguana) 
is hung from the neck and is mainly played during 
religious festivals observed in honour of 
Manikeswari, the presiding deity of Kalahandi. 


Tudung : 

It is a tribal instrument which accompanies 
tribal dances. It is either hung from the neck or tied 
to the waist. Cow's or buffalo's skin is used in this 
instrument. The hide has a manoeuvring effect. It 
can either be stretched or contracted for producing 
different tunes. It is mainly used in Parlakhemundi. 
Tinkidi : 

A tiny tribal instrument played in 
accompaniment with the tribal dance and music. 


Dunduvi (Simha Vadya) :, 

It is a popular rural folk instrument of 
Ganjam district. It uses the hide of a cow or buffalo 
and horns of deer. Though it looks like Nisan, it 
has a restricted use. This instrument is worshipped. 
It is only played in religious festivals. 


SUSIRA (Wind Instrument) 


Sankha (Conch), Mahuri, Kahali, 
Nageswari, Sahanai, Vamsi etc. come under this 
category. Mahuri and Kahali, popular folk 


instruments of Orissa are found through out the 
State. But these have regional variations also. In 
Ganjam and Puri, these instruments produce Odissi 
tunes whereas in Mayurbhanj it ye 
serves as an accompanying — 
instrument in’ Chhau. These are 
also used during auspicious social 
occasions. Materials used in Mahuri 
and Kahali are gambhari wood, 
rose wood, funnel made of bell 
metal or brass, copper hooks and 
palmleaf. 

Sankha is aesop ole bd 

i jam district skille 

all rituals. In Ganj Te a seuiee 
They start with the 
e capable of playing 
hile blowing 
lay different 


players blow 
simultaneously. 
5th svaraand ar 
it in all desired falas. W' 
Sankha they also disp 
acrobatic postures. 


Sahanai and Nageswari—are 
accompanying folk instruments. These are a little 
sophisticated than Kahali and Mahuri as they 


produce more tunes in different pitches. Sahanai. 


is also an accompanying instrument in Yodinagara. 


Vamsi or Flute, though a classical 
instrument, is used in folk entertainment which has 
a different shape and style. It is used almost in all 
folk performances like Chhau, Jhumar, 
Sambalpuri, Dandanata etc. 


GHANA (METAL INSTRUMENTS) 


Musical instruments coming under Ghana 
or metal category are ghanta, ghanta, gini, kartala 
and jhanja (cymbals): These are mainy made of 
bell metal. The ghanta vadya has undergone 
various improvements. In Western Orissa, as 
many as 100 plain-shaped ghantas are played 
simultaneously producing different ta/as 
particularly during 'Samprada Kirtan’. It sets a 
religious atmosphere. In Ganjam, Puri and Cuttack 
districts usually round-shaped ghantas having 


* tilted border are used. It is mostly used in 'Ghanta— 


patua' dance in Cuttack district and as an adjunct 


- to mrudanga vadya in Ganjam district. 


Other metal instruments are also 
accompanying instruments which are used in 
Odissi, Pala and Kirtan etc. 


OTHER FOLK MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS : 


Dhanakoila : 


It is a typical rural instrument having an. : 


earthen pot, a Koila (Kula) or wicker—winnow, 


oy ey, 
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peacock's feather and a bow-shaped device with 
a string. It is an accompanying instrument of 
Ramayan recital in a pastoral setting, particularly 
during nocturnal performances. In the western part 
of Orissa, it is also known as Dhunkel. ¥ 


Khidikikhicha : 
It is a very popular folk instrument of 
Western Orissa. Two wooden birds are set facing 


+ @ach other and in the middle a tiny stick is placed. 
The birds are perched on a wooden platform with 


‘Khidikikhicha (Sambalpur dist.) 
ropes tied to their legs. The player 
pulls the rope, as the result of 
which, the birds go on pecking and 
as such, a rhythmic sound is 
produced . It is mainly an 
accompanying instrument in 
Karma, Dalkhai and Solo 


Daskathia : i 


_ It is also a primitive 
wooden instrument, quite popular 
in Ganjam district. Reference to 
this form of instrumentis also found 
in Sarala's Mahabharat. It is also 
otherwise known as ‘Rama Kathi! 
or 'Ramatali’ in other parts of 
Orissa, as it is used as an 
accompanying instrument in the 
recital of episodes pertaing to 
Sri Rama. 


The peculiarity of this instrument is that it 
can be adjusted according to necessity particularly 


simultaneously playi 


when Odissi songs are sung in various tunes, other 
than the folk and humorous ones. About its origin, 
itis said that Hanuman, the Dasa(servant) of Rama 
before meeting Sita in Ashok forest, sang the glory 


of Rama sitting on a tree with the help of two sticks. 


Since Rama's dasa or servant first used this Kathi 
device in singing his master's glory before forlorn 
Sita, this instrument has been known as 
Dasakathia. - 


Various other instruments 


also seen during folk fiesta, 
particularly in the less exposed 
pockets of Orissa. Some of them 
are exotic, indigenous products. 
Their technique has been handed 
down to the posterity traditionally. 
However, the fact remains that 
Orissa's folk—life has been, over 
ages, steeped in splendid 
cadences of music, both oral and 
instrumental which lend an 
_ | unearthly beauty and charm to the 
| Surrounding landscape round the 
m| year. 


A blind artist, Dasarathi Maharana’ 


Ng on 7 Khanjanis and an earthen drum 


Secretary, 
Orissa Sangeet Natak Akademi, 
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YOUTH AND STUDENT MOVEMENT AT CUTTACK (1938-41) 


Chandi Prasad Nanda 


; he rise and growth of left-wingers in the 
1930s, the installation of Congress Ministry 
(1937-39) and moreover the accumulated 
impact of previous anti-imperialist mass 
movements lent a’ radical thrust to the politics of 


the youth and students during the pre-Quit India 


movement phase. 
: ll 


In 1938, the student of Cuttack Medical 
n of the Superintendent 


School sought permissio 
for hoisting the national flag on 26 Jan. But, the 
British Superintendent refused permission to do so 
on a ‘Government building’. Disregarding the 
directive, the students hoisted the flag on that day’. 


The students of this school again, submitted a 
o the authorities on 15 


charter of their grievances t 
Aug. 1938 and went on a strike. The strike was 
called off on 20 Aug on the basis of an assurance 
by the authorities to look into their ane 
Similarly during Sept. 1938, the law Buuaart 
Ravenshaw Collegé resorted to 4 stri Py ie 
students were prot ver the iss 


resignation of Prof. Banarje 
i i} 
= OF nee ofa umber of law 


the ground of “ 7 
conditions. As a result, na fferin 
" students were struck off the rolls ene Rete Be : 
an apology to the prinoipal, ney dents 
Again, in March 1939, we mere he 
of Cuttack went on a strike. ee on the lack of 
reported remark by the Govern ection with the 
discipline of the students In etrike.T y formed 
Previous year's Medica ¢ goon strike if 
@ council of action an remark within 
the Government did n© s rust cated four 
a week, In response, the agnor 
Student leaders. obilisation 


ught in inte 


nse mop! 
i fo) 
against the decision 


This only bro 
Of the students in protes 


the authorities. They held demonstrations i 
Cuttack town shouting slogans against the sch i 
authorities. Interestingly, the students organi a 
public meetings over the issue and Meena 
the Congress Ministry for such moves against th 
students. They boycotted the Board cearination 
and refused to vacate hostels. Finally in order te 
intensify the movement, they picketed and offered 
satyagraha at the secretariat building of Cuttack 
for nearly a week from 20 April. The student 
satyagraha was called off on 27 April when the 
Congress Government agreed to reinstate the 
pees students, and so also to release the 
arrested satyagrahis and ictimi 
a sede g anid moreover not to victimise 
This strike of the students had evoked 
widespread sympathy in the province. Students 
of different schools in Cuttack such as Ravenshaw 
Girls School, Collegiate, Mission, Victoria and 
Academy also joined the satyagraha and picketed 
before their schools. Arrest of each batch of 
satyagrahis brought in fresh batches of satyagrahis 
who joined the movement enthusiastically, 
Students in large numbers offered themselves to 
be recruited as volunteers. The student satyagrahis 
d huge demonstrations and. raised 
gainst imperialism and injustice meted 
gans of students unity also 


organise 
slogans a 
out to the students. Slo 


rent the sky. Citizens meetings were organised in’ 


k Town Hall to discuss the issue. The Cuttack 
nessed a successful bandhas a mark 
the striking students on 21 April. 


Cuttac 
town also wit! 
of support to 
Financial contribution and sympathy fron 
other parts of the province also flowed ir 
demonstrating high fraternity for the movement. 
The students braved victimisation, harassment of 
the authorities, indifference of and objections from 
the guardians and relatives and joined the 

a. The anti-Congress Ministry faction 


satyagran 
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extended support to the movement to Put the 
Ministry in an embarassing Position. However, the 
student organisation sought to Project a neutral 
image for itself. For instance, as per the instruction 
of students’ council of action, anybody wishing to 
be recruited as a volunteer for satyagraha was to 
sign a form with the undertaking that he would 
follow strictly the Policy of truth and non-violence, 
that the struggle was not intended against the 
Congress but against imperialism and its 
reactionary allies and that the fight would enhance 
the image and Prestige of the Congress. The youth 
who participated and Provided radical thrust to the 
movement were Baidyanath Rath, Sachi Routrai, 
Biswanath Pasait, Bidubhendu Mishra, Asok 
Das, Bijay Chandra Das, Manmohan Mishra, 
Nilamani Routrai and Gangadhar Mohapatra 
and many more. 


Sachi Routrai, in fact, brought out a daily 
bulletin titled Chhatra (student) in the context of 
Students satyagraha detailing the developments 
and projecting the Perspective of the movement 
vis-a-vis imperialism, Congress movement and the 
Congress Ministry. Chhatra repeatedly pointed out 
that the objective of the student movement was 
not to oppose Congress. However, its anti-Ministry 
Position and communistic predilection were 
Strikingly evident. For instance an editorial of 
Chhatra on 21 April, 1939 observed : 


‘Those who attempt to fly the flag of 
freedom, they in fact, get imprisoned first. Likewise, 
the November revolution was born, but it 
demolished the nexus of imperialism and capitalism 
in Russia and made way for the establishment of 
Classless society of proletariate ... (To-day) ... the 
student society is distressed over the doings of 
some of the opportunist Congress leadership who 
are the agents of imperialism. They have, in fact 


Further in its editorial of 29 April, it 
commented : 


‘Today the youth sings the rhymes of 
Diwali by braving and ignoring the 


lathis of police, the rule of the 
guardians, the inhuman policies of the 
Congress Ministry committed to 
Political prostitution and the agents 
and servants of imperialism.’ 


A column in the said bulletin titled 
Satakatha (True News) issued during the struggle 
was sharply critical of the contemporary Congress 
rightist' leadership. Satakatha characterised 
Mahatab as the ‘approved compromising leader 
of the Government who had volunteered 
compromise in all the political battles including state 
people's struggle but without any success. 


Further, it criticised the socialist leaders 
like Nabakrushna Choudhury and Surendranath 
Dwivedi as no better than Congress leadership who 
always insisted on ‘compromise’ in ‘any political 
battle’. 


However, the overall success of this strike 
emboldened the students considerably. This was 
followed by another massive students strike which 
rocked Ravenshaw College in 1940. The 
Ravenshaw students insisted on hoisting the 
national flag on 26 Jan. in the tennis field of the 
college compound disregarding an order by the 
authorities to the contrary. The defiant action by 
the students provoked the authrotities. The 
university syndicate inflicted fines on two of the 
Organisers of the meeting namely Nilamani Routrai 
and Bibudhendu Mishra. The students in their turn 
resolved to protest such action by going ona strike 
and planned to boycott the University examination. 
In retaliation, the authorities closed down the 
college and ordered the non-examinees to vacate 
the hostels and made heavy police bandobast for 
the conduct of the examination. On 26 Feb. (the 
day of the examination), the students picketed and 
obstructed the conduct of examination in the face 
of a severe lathi charge. The Ravenshaw issue 
Prominently featured in the Ramgarh session of 
the AISF's executive meeting held in March, 1940. 
Young communists from Orissa such as 
Baidyanath Rath, Biren Mitra, Durga Charan 
Mohanty and Nrusingha Tripathy had also 
attended the session. On the basis of a decision in 
the meeting, the ex-Secretary of AISF, Mohan 
Mangalam was deputed to meet the Vice- 
Chancellor to persuade him to revise his orders 


- and allow readmission of the students whose 


names were struck off the rolls during the strike. 
Mangalam thus effected a compromise between 
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the authorities and the students as per which the 
boys were asked to beg apology to the principal so 
as to secure readmission. Mangalam also 
condemned the action of the boys to resort toa 
strike without enlisting the support of the public or 
the entire student community. The top leaders of 
this student movement was comprised of young 
communists like Baidyanath Rath, Ashok Das, 
Sachi Routrai, Rabi Ghosh, Durga Mohanty, 
Manmohan Mishra, Ramkrushna Pati, Gangadhar 
Mohapatra and Jai Krushna Mohapatra etc. The 
basic feature of this strike was characterised by a 
strong thrust of anti-imperialism. It is noteworthy 
that around this time Sachi Routrai developed the 
idea of a ‘Summer School of Politics' and opened 
such a school at Cuttack during May 1940 on the 
lines of communist ideology. 


During 1940-41, the organisation as well 
as activities of several youth leagues in many parts 
of the province got expanded. The emergence of 
this trend in fact, picked up within the course of the 
Individual satyagraha and moreover in the context 
of efforts by PCC to emphasise constructive 
activities at the rural levels. Right since Jan. 1941, 
many ‘youth leagues had sprung up in different 
villages doing village welfare jobs like settling petty 
disputes. Such leagues, mostly initiated by local 
level Congress activists were often used as 
platforms to cover up socialist and communist 
campaigns. 

During Sept. 
Jeypore estate violently ; 
fund collection by the authori 
arrest of its Presi 


ith 
Similarly on 16 June, han Satpathy 


istri i sre hatand encouraged 
distributed leaflets In Jalleso' phe eie 


the audience in the a al 
as would drive away tert Coe ae 
September 1941, Purl Gist! hip of Naba 


: idents 
organised under 1h mohasised the need to 


Krushna Choudhury, & p' 
strengthen the ‘anti-imperialist struggle 
Moreover, most of 


: h 
icularly B : 
Balasore, part were cons 


Chandbali, and Andre! a 
presence of several youth leagu Tt congress 
formed under the initiative es 
leadership attracted many & 
ae Loe canoe to effect welfare 0 
and anti-feudal P° 


peasantry. 


4940 the youth league at 
resisted the efforts at war- 
ties leading to the 
odhar Singh Lal. 


the 


As far as student politics in 1941 was 
concerned, both ‘National Frontiers’ and followers 
of ‘Forward Bloc’ kept functioning within the Orissa 
Students Federation. M.N. Ray's visit to Orissa in 
January had a mixed response. The ‘National 
Frontiers condemned-him as an ‘agent of 


imperialism’ and a ‘traitor’ Interestingly, the faction © 


led by Nilakantha Das who was opposed to the 
Congress Ministry group supported both Forward 
Bloc and M.N. Ray. However, the 17th session of 
the All Orissa Students. Federation organised by 
the National Front wingers.resolved to unite and 
fight any sort of discrimination and to take the due 
share in national struggle without being an 
appendage to any political party in the context of 
the war and moreover to bring about social change. 


~ The National Front wing dominated by the 
budding communists stepped up its activities. For 
example, Bibudhendu Mishra distributed a 
pamphlet among the students of Ravenshaw 


College. The pamphlet exhorted the student _ 


comrades to assert their rights both as students 
as well as nationalists. The other youthful 
communist Ramkrishna Pati translated the book 
Whither Congress into Oriya under the title 
Congressra Gati Keun Ade around February 1941. 
The book was critical of the philosophy of 'swaraj 
based on khadi and spinning’, it blamed the 
Congress leadership for not politically educating 
the masses properly for fear of destruction of 
capitalist system which such education might 
generate. 


These trends, in fact, reflected the growing 
disillusionment of the communists with the 
dominant Congress leadership and to their 
negative attitude towards Gandhi. For instance, 
Durga Charan Mohanty, a student communist, 
addressing a youth gathering at Cuttack on 9 
March, 1941 branded the Individual satyagraha 
organised by Gandhi as a ‘stupid’ method. 


The bulletin Chhatra (mouthpiece of 
Orissa Students Federation) continued its 
publication in 1941 under an editorial board 
comprising prominent left wingers such as 
Banamali Patnaik, Biren Mitra, Durga Charan 
Mohanty and Ram Chandra Ram etc. The views 
expressed in the bulletin sharply advacated 


communist ideology. 


Ravenshaw College(Morning), 
Cuttack, 
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EASTERN INDIA REFINERY PROJECT, PARADEEP 


Status Note: 


ls Name of the promoters : Indian Oil Corporation (26%) 
: Kuwait Petroleum Corpn. (26%) 


Paradeep (Abhayachandrapur and adjoining 
area) 


2 Location . 


3. ' Capacity 9 million tonnes per annum 


4. Raw material Imported Crude from Middle East. 


5. Project Cost Rs.8070 crores approximately 
(As per Dec. 1997 estimate). 


3420 Ac. of land has been identified at 
Paradeep. The Company has already filed 
requisition with IDCO for acquisition and 
aliénation of the land on14th July, 1998. 


Approximately 90 Ac. of forest land comes under 
the project site. Action has already been 
initiated for forest clearance including 
identification of degraded forest land for 
compensatory afforestation. 


6. Land 


Cs Forest Land 


8. Water ° State Government has given their approval in 


Principle for 2 million gallons per day (MGD) of 
construction water from Taldanda Canal and 15 
MGD of water for operation from the Mahanadi 
Barrage. 

9. Power 


Sanction of construction of power has already 
been given by GRIDCO. 


Both Orissa Electricity Regulatory Commission 
(OERC) and the Central Electricity Authority 
(CEA) have already given clearance for the 
Captive power plant project. 


Consent has already been received from the 
State Pollution Control Board. Environmental 
clearance has also been received from the 
Ministry of Environment and Forest, 
Government of India on 24.12.97. 


10. Captive Power Plant 


alte Environmental Clearance 


12. Government of India Clearance The Stage-I clearance of Government of India 


was accorded to the project in December-1994. 
The State-II clearance including PIB approval 
and CCEA approval have already been received 
on 29.5.98 and in July, 1998 respectively. 


Annexed. 
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Feed & Products 50/50 | 100% 400% 
KEC/ KEC i 
ALC re 


Kuwait Export Crude 
Arabian Light Crude 


LPG 
Naphtha 


Gasoline 


Kerosene & Jet Fuel 


Diesel 


Sulfur 


Balance material consists of fuel & loss 


Note-1 : 
2: HSD production can be increased at the cost of Kerosene as per 


market demand. 

Apart from this one 
AL-MANHAL Co. of A 
Complex and Energy 
4st stage Company wi 
by 12 million rupees investment i 


_ 
Source ; Industries Department 
Govt. of Orissa. 
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f ‘ AGRICULTURAL BOOM INTENTUAPADA VILLAGE (A SUCCESS STORY) 
: There lies a small village, Tentuapada in Jakar Gram Panchayat under Digapahandi block in Ganjam 
© district. It is situated on the valley of the rainfed Bahuda river. The village possesses only 100 ha. cultivable 
land. Two Lift Irrigation points provide irrigation facility to 20 Ha. Kharif and 16 Ha. Ravi crops. Villagers used to 

cultivate high yield variety of paddy, pulses, groundnuts and vegetables, but the total yield was inadequate. 
The New Agricultural Policy of the State Government has signalled a new hope for the farmers. The 
Government have announced 50% subsidy to irrigation schemes if launched by a community of farmers/ 
cultivators. The Deputy Director, Agriculture of Ganjam district interacted with 15 to 20 progressive cultivators of 
th them. He tried to impress on them the benefits of Shallow Tube 
Chittaranjan Sahu, Simanchal 


Bahuda village and held frequent meetings wi 
Wells. Gradually the vi inced an interest. Sri Kunjabihari Panigrahi, 
Sethi; the villagers 0 d. They consulted the Krushi Sahayak Kendra at Berhampur. With the 
o help of executants, they installed 3 H to 5 H pumps which used to run for 2-3 hrs and 5-6 hrs as required. This 
t enthusiasm among '. The village now has as many as 27 shallow tube 
r, Agriculture during e village was impressed and praised the 


MOU has been signed by IPICOL with 
dud-Abi for 5 Million Tonnes Petro-Chemical 
Complex. Gas will be brought from Burma. | 
| have a 7.5 million rupees project followed | 
n 2nd stage. 


J 


venture has created a grea’ 
wells. Sri Taradutt, Directo 
endeavour of the villagers. 
i 9 idy the farmers of Tentuapada village had to s 

ral rea and as a result, they are now able to cultivate all 
cate gon and paddy, maize and other summer cro} 


i Ravi sea : Ff 
beige ee reel influenced the farmers of adjacent villages. ; 
in the villag Input : S.K. Panda, A.1.., L& PR. 


pend a maximum sum of Rs.15,000/- per 
types of vegetables, sunflower and 
ps during the Kharif. Such success 
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OUR FOODGRAINS REQUIREMENT BY 2025 


Parshuram Samal 
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ur economy is operating under a system 

of planning. One of thé objectives of 

economic planning is to provide our people 
with the basic necessity i.e. food. To achieve this 
requires a reasonably good knowledge of the 
magnitude of demand likely to be generated in 
future for food items. So, it becomes important for 
successful economic planing to have a clear picture 
of the time path of demand for different agricultural 
commodities. This is necessary for setting 
appropriate production targets and designing 
development programs and policies for achieving 
them. Foodgrains, which constitute rice, wheat, 
other cereals and pulses are the main food items 
in the food basket of the consumers of Orissa. 


Several assumptions have been made for 
this projection keeping in view the trends of different 
factors in the economy. The demand for food for 
human consumption is driven mostly by growth in 
population and income. The consumer food basket 
changes to a great deal due to urbanisation effect 
also, which is taken into consideration while 
predicting the demand for foodgrains. It has been 
assumed that the population growth will decrease 
from 2 per cent to 1.55 per cent, while the income 
growth will increase from 2.5 to 6 per cent between 
the period 1991 to 2025. Further, it was assumed 
that the per cent of population in urban areas will 
increase from 13 per cent in 1991 to 28 per centin 
2025. The requirement for seed, feed, industrial use 
and wastage has been taken as 12.5, 7.5, 20 and 
10 per cent of the total human consumption for rice, 
wheat, other cereals and pulses respectively. The 
expenditure elasticities were computed by using 
the Food Characteristic Demand System. The 
projections of demand to different years were made 
at constant prices of 1993-94 and considering the 
consumption level of 1993-94 as base. The 
ptojected figures of population and domestic 
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demand for cereals, pulses and foodgrains for the 
state of Orissa are presented in Table 1. 


Table-1. Requirements of cereals, pulses and 
foodgrains by the year 2025 in Orissa. 


Year Population Cereals Pulses Foodgrains 
(in Million) | ——Figuresin 000 tonnes 
1993 32.39 6831 212 7043 
2000 = 36.98 7771 246 8017 
2005 = 40.43 8875 333 9208 
2010 43.99 9681 377 10058 
2015: 47.74 10523 425 10948 
2020 51.69 11401 476 411877 
2025 55.82 12249 521 42770 


It has been projected that the population will 
reach 37, 44 and 56 million by the year 2000, 2010 
and 2025 respectively. To feed the population as 
well as to meet the seed, feed and industrial uses, 
the requirements of foodgrains for the state will be 
80, 92, 101, 109, 119 and 128 lakh tonnes for the 
years 2000, 2005, 2010, 2015, 2020 and 2025 
respectively. The demand for foodgrains will further 
rise, if under the present liberalisation scenar'o, 
the state will export rice and pulses. Cereals and 
pulses are the principal energy producing oe 
protein giving food respectively for the prople © 
Orissa. The cereals demand for the years 2000, 
2010, and 2025 will be 78, 97 and 122 lakh tonnes 
respectively. Similarly, the demand for pulses will 
rise from 2.1 to 5.2 lakh tonnes between the period 
1993 and 2025. 


The domestic demand for rice, wheat and 
other cereals for different years are presented in 
Table 2. Rice is the main source of calories for the 
people of Orissa. The domestic demand for rice 
for the year 2000, 2005, 2010, 2015, 2020 and 
2025 will be 73, 83, 91, 98, 106 and 114 lakh 
tonnes respectively. This projection is based on 
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the assumption that the annual per capita 
consumption of rice of 176 kg to 171 kg will not 
rise due to urbanisation effect. Rather, it will fall 
marginally from 176 kg to 171 kg between the 
period 2000 to 2025. The computation of growth 


rate between the same period revealed that while 


population growth will decelerate from 1.9 to 1.6 
per cent per annum, rice demand will decelerate 
from 1.8 to 1.5 per cent. Wheat flour, whose share 
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rice, wheat, other cereals and i 

; ¢ pulses accordingl 

and invest more funds for research and 
development of these commodities, so that Orissa 
will become self-reliant in foodgrains by that year. 


Table-2. Domestics Demand of Ri 
ice, Wh 
other cereals by the year 2025 Pere 


Figures in '000 tonnes 
- Wheat 


is increasing in the food basket over years will Year Rice 

in greater demand in future pean ue Yeaiy 1 Rice! “Wheat! Soy Otiercereals 

requirements of wheat by the year 2000, 2010 and TARO eae aad 132 

2025 will be of the order of 3.1, 4.4, and 6.6 lakh 2000 . 7309 314 148 

tonnes respectively. Other cereals constitute ragi, 2005 8343 383 149 

maize, small millets, sorghum, bajra etc. The 2010 9082 442 Laie 

growing demand for these cereals in future will be Ue 

to meet our foodgrain requirements. The total 2015 9847 510 166 

demand for these cereals will be 1.5, 1.6 and 1.8. 2020 10644 584 173 

lakh tonnes for the years 2000, 2010 and 2025 2025 11404 663 182 

respectively. ———— 

Therefore, to meet our foodgrains 

requirement by the year 2025 our policy makers * ana 

and planners in co-ordination with development Be ieee Greg, ECoHOT 

departments should plan the production targets for eg eadeo ty eae 
2 06 
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ve all a progress 


force, excess power and abo! 
premier state in the country : 
‘Opportunities knocking at t 
e@ Mining 

Orissa possess: 
(98%), Bauxite (70%), Graphite ( 

e@ Mineral Based Industry 
Iron, Steel & Ferro Alloys | 
e@ Agri-business 
Besides paddy, Ragi (mino! 
sizable quantities of groun 

jute, mesta and sunheap. 


@ Food Processing 


es large resources of Powe 


Ready-to eats (peanuts, cashew) 
Vegetable foods (tomato pa 
Speciality vegetables (asparagus, 
Milk based foods (youghurt, cheese é' 
Dehydrated — mushroom, onion, garlic 
marine products. + 

@ Petroleum and Petrochemicals : th 
Scope for down stream petrochemical indi 
of the forthcoming 
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fshore man! 


in beach-tour 
tapped areas 


mous resources, first deveoping infrastr i 
I ucture, skilled 
ive:and responsive Govt. — are now in unison to make iene 


he doorsteps of investors in the following areas — 


38%) Manganese Ore, Sulphur, Gold, Diamond, Nickel, Platinum etc 


ndustries, Cement Industry etc. ° 


r millet) and Jowar (sorghum) grow extensively. T! 
dnut, seasame, niger, y. The state also produces 


Cereal based foods (i.e. puffed snacks etc) 
Fruits based foods (orange, mango, papaya) 


ste, QF vegetables for export) 
mushrooms) 


, ginger powder, tamarind paste and powder and spice powder, 


ustries are now open consequent upon the implementation 


Oil Refinery at Paradeep. 
sed down stream industries. 


ism and hoteliering. 
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sugarcane, coconut, cashew and fibre crops like 
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A BRIEF STUDY OF KOYA FOLK SONGS — 


Udaya Chandra Mishra — 
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he Koyas are a primitive tribe living in Podia, 

Kalimela, Mathili and Malkangiri blocks of 

newly created Malkangiri district. According 
to anthropologist Verrier Elwin "they are a Gond 
speaking tribe living in the Godavari area in Koraput 
district". Russell and Hiralal in their work "Tribes 
and castes of central provinces of India" identify 
the Koyas as a branch of great Gondo family. 


The Koya dialect is Dravidian in origin. It bears 
considerable resemblance toTelugu and Kanarese 
in grammar and vocabulary. It has no script of it's 
own. Butit has a rich oral literary tradition in various 
forms. Particularly the age old folk songs are 
elegantly simple, lively and absorbingly lucid. 


The Koyas celebrate "Bijapandum' festival in 
Chaitra. It is their spring festival. During this period 
the boys and girls sing famous taunt songs against 
each other. They sing the song by the pattern of 
few lines alternately. When the chaitra moon comes 
up on the blue sky and the silvery moon light 
spreads every where a Koya youth calls his female 
partner to accompany him — 


"Chandamama Andalaki 
Kodala Kutulo, 
Samalara Posukundama 
Kodala Kutulo, 
Vennilaie Pandiri kinda 
Kodala kutulo, 
Darakonda Duramaina 
Kodala Kuturo, 
Veladulara Posukondama." 


The English version of the stanza is — 


"O my darling behold 
the chaitra moon has come up 
the moon light is everywhere 
come, let us both in the moon light 
the moon and the hill are far away 
but we are very nearer to each other." 
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The Koya girls ‘of a village spend most of 
their time with each other in'company. They go to 
the weekly market, collection of forest products 
and celebrations in a group. When a girl becomes 
a bride and after marriage leaves the village her 
play mates miss her very much. The departure 
sight is one of the most moving events. The girls 
bid farewell to their friend singing songs. The bride 
virtually breaks down because she is leaving a 
world of freedom and romance. The departure 
songs are sung in a chorus— 


“Kalakani Nanle Kelakani Nanle 
. Nanle weyale, 
Manayayan Lankan Mana Yayan Lan 
Nanle weyale, 
Galwatke Ata nanpal watke aat 
Nanle weyale". 


It means— 


You are leaving your playmates 
Do not forget them, ; 
You are leaving your father, mother and village 
do not forget them, 
You are going to establish your new world 
Do not forget us. 


Life is not a bed of roses. After marriage the 
young girl has to face the realities of life she has to 
adjust herself in a total new situation. 


But sometimes she fails to do so.and that is 
why she is harassed by her mother-in-law. In the 


following stanza she expresses her grief to her 
young friends— 


“Toye pungar Poye, Napoye mundakiyata 
Na kadamam melole, Napoye mundakiyata 
Maina pijhte mutpal Noni, maina pitte 
marka mada mamal Noni, marka mada mamal 
Na poye kundakiyita". 


PoE 


eaves teal 


, Asama Orjuvalale 


The pathetic rendering.may be translated into 


English as below— Piditumodi gamade 
_ My mother-in-law quarrels with me Poyanju Karakubudu 

my friend | am unfortunate, Gutala daya ille." 

| have a handsome husband It means— 

A good father-in-law 

A well decorated house, ’ : amen 2) oy love, 

Sill Lam untertunate ‘ life is so miserable here 
_My firend, | am unfortunate. Colne; EUS gone esa: 

‘ It is a beautiful place 


we will work there 
earn a lot of money 
we will live happily. 


Once the Koya land was full of forests. During the 
establishment of D.N.K. Project the jungle was 
cleared to rehabilitate the refugees. The Koyas lost 
their naural habitat, land and way of living. They The traditional oral verses 
became poor and unemployed. Some ofthemare — great aesthetic value. They Seah cael ye 
deported to Assam to work as coolies. In the of these tribals towards life, love and society. At a 
following lines a poor Koya youth consoles her time when tribal culture is fading away it is our 
national duty to collect and preserve these valuablé 
sources of our folk literature with authenticity. 


young bride— 


"Besikora Denasu 
Runga kalu mutala, 


pelts ae _ Sambaratota Street 
Ip p Jeypore, Koraput-764004. 


S OF PRISON 


Durga Charan Nayak 


MARTYR BAGA PUJAREE—A MARTYR IN THE DREADED ROOM 


§ a great patriot who was born in 'Bada Bharandi' village, of 
District. His ae name was Mukund Pujari and Mother's 

Y Dujari, Baga Pujari was king's manager and the leader of Bhatras. He had a magnetic personality. 
nano pie cerpienioned and of sound health. Though he was born in the scheduled tribe farnily, he ae 
too gentle, humble, a believer of God and was quite compassionate to the needy. In 1937, being influenced by 
Gandhian thoughts and the message of Congress, he left the post of manager and involved himself in the 
Swarajya Movement. His deep patriotism and dexterity made him a dedicated Congress worker and the whole 
village soon became a centre of Congress activity for expediting freedom movement. 

Due to his leadership in the Quit India Movement, he fell a victim to the British Government. He was 
offence and was subjected to much physical torture in the prison. On 14th November, 
emy of the country and was remanded to prison for four months. He had to pay 
Nawarangpur Jail from 14th to 21st November and was transferred to Koraput 


Like martyr Laxman Naik, Baga Pujari wa: 
Nawarangpur Sub-—division in undivided Koraput 


Jail on 22nd November. Baga w' 
cell as a freedom fighter in his old age. He wi 
taking any food during his confinement. Yet, 
Gandhi’. He was inflicted with phys' prison. 
Baga from dreaming the freedom of Mother India. In his vision, he saw the dawn of a new era of freedom and 
of plenty. But it was all too late. Time play: 
martyr for th lone momen 

he limited span of life, 
Me nd a freedom fighter, 
makes a roll call of hi 
ain ‘Itihasarg Pattabhumire Kim 


e country in the 
dous sacrifice, fortitude and unique capability of a true organiser, 


personality whose memory can never be wiped off when 


Baga's tremendous 
made him a dignified 
onour of all its brave sons. 


* a patriot a 
badantira Koraput' pp. 111-112. 
5 1 


the nation 

- INPUT: Jaladhara Sw ee, 
Senior Translation Assistani, 

|. & PR. Deptt., Bhubaneswar.. 
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS OF THE STATE TO COMMEMORATE THE GOLDEN JUBILEE OF INDIA'S 
INDEPENDENCE 


Chief Minister Shri Janaki Ballav Patnaik while reviewing on August 8, the year-long celebration of the 


Golden Jubilee of India's Independence announced the following decisions of the Government to commemorate 
the Golden Jubilee Celebration of India's Independence. 


Monthly pension of Freedom Fighters to be raised from Rs.300/- to Rs.500/-. 


From 15th August, 1998 to January, 26th, 2000, a special drive shall be taken to provide homestead 
land to all homeless people in the State. 


Ten Golden Jubilee Gold Medals to be awarded to ten brilliant students of each University. 


Compilation of district books highlighting the contribution of the people to the Freedom Movement. 
Development of Bakulavana, Satyabadi. 


Protection of Alakashram-Jagatsinghpur. > ss 
All-weather road connectivity to Tentuliguma, the birth place of Sahid Laxman Naik. 


A sum of Rs.2 lakhs as special grant to be provided to each district for the development of District 
Library which will be re-named as Golden Jubilee Library. 


A Sahid Memorial Hall with a sitting a¢commodation for 7 to 8,000 people will be built at the City 
Capital, Bhubaneswar. ~ 


® Publication of a comprehensive volume highlighting the contribution of Orissa to the historic Freedom 
Movement. : 


Necessary steps to be taken to develop the State Library into the level of the National Library. 


CELEBRATION OF ‘SWABHIMAN DIVAS' 


A high-level Executive Body was formed on July 29 '98 under the Chairmanship of Sri Raghunath Patnaik, 
’ Minister Law at his Assembly Chamber to celebrate the birth anniversary of Utkal Gourav Madhusudan as the 
‘Swabhiman Divas'. The meeting was attended by Sri Netrananda Mallick, Minister, I.& P.R., Shri Bhupinder Singh, 


Minister, Tourism & Culture, Principal Secretary to Govt.l.& PR., Shri S.C: Hota and Director, |.& PR. Shri N.K. 
Mishra. Following suggestions were made : : 
i) 

(ii) 


Renowned lawyers who have made varied contributions will be honoured in a state level function. 
Utkal Gaurava's residence at Cuttack will be developed as Museum and National Memorial. 


(suggested by Minister, Law) 
iii) Development of the village, Satyabhamapur, where Madhubabu was born. There should be a pucca road to 
- the village along with avenue plantation. : 
@ 


Installation of Madhusudan's statues at important places of the state. : 

A documentary film-on the life of Madhusadan. (suggested by Minister, |.& P.R.) 

vi) There should be a special publication comprising important speeches and biography of Madhusudan. 

vii)  Aspecial issue of Orissa Review on Madhu Babu should be published and circulated among Members of the 
Assembly. (suggested by Minister, Tourism & Culture) 


Principal Secretary to Govt. 1.&P.R. Shri Hota while elaborating various programmes to match with the 
observance of the ‘Swabhima 


" c { Nn of handicrafts and filigree at Cuttack by the Rural Development Deptt. 
and holding national seminars in New Delhi and Calcutta etc. . 


GANGADHAR MEHER AND HIS MAJOR CONTRIBUTIONTO FORMATION OF ORISSA ON LINGUISTIC BASIS 
] The birth anniversary of Swabhavakavi G 


; : angadhar was celebrated at a State level function at Soochana 
| Bhavan on August 8 '98, in the evenin 


g of 


i ini Sravana Purnima under the presidentship of 

| ood Hevanaies eto elie |. & PR. Eminent Scholars, Prof. Gouri Kumar Brahma, Dr. Asit Kabi 

Bn Rel Sin eae Sahitya Akademi, Dr. H.B. Mirddha, Member, O.P.S.C., Shri S.C. Hota 
Principal Secretary to Government and Shri N.K. Mishr. 
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unique personality and immortal writings. Minister, Shri Mallick lauded the poet for his inspiring and patriotic writings 
in Oriya which ultimately helped creation of Orissa Province on linguistic basis.' He was a God-sent angel ane 
social reformist. His perception of beauty, refinement, gentility, uniqueness of treatment of nature and above all 
understanding of the soul of India have still a salubrious effect on the people of Orissa who honour Gangadhar with 
love and admiration'-was the purport of all deliberations made on the occasion. Excerpts from Gangadhara's | 
various writings were choreographed and presented on the stage under the banner of the International Theatre | 
much to the applause of the packed audience. | 
27CR PROJECT ON RESTORATION OF EXOTIC CHILIKA. 

The Project envisages desiltation, conservation of soil and birds sanctuary, forest raising, roads laying and 
clearing of dragon and elephant weeds. As many as nine organisations are involved in this project which include 
BSIP, NIC, Goa, CWPRS, Pune; IIT, Chennai; BSI, Calcutta; ZSI, Berhampur; CIFA & RRL, Bhubaneswar and | 


Wetland International, New Delhi. : 
The dredging operation of the confluence point of the lake will be taken up by CDA through a specially | 
designed dredger developed by IIT, Chennai & manufactured by Tebma Engineering Ltd. : 
Chief Minister, Shri J.B. Patnaik visited the on-going dredging work ‘on 19.7.98. He was accompanied by 
Shri Prasanna Kumar Dash, Minister, Environment; M.L.A., Brahmagiri Shri Lalatendu Mohapatra and other high | 


officials. This- Project has received sanction of the Tenth Finance Commission. The Project will be completed by 
2000 A.D. During his visit, Chief Minister Shri J.B. Patnaik laid the foundation stone of a Bus Stand at Satapada and 


also visited the Gabakunda area. 
APPLICATION OF SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY CAN ENSURE BETTER ECONOMIC GROWTH IN THE STATE 
é ding Science & Technology, Chief Secretary Shri S.B. Mi 
king at a workshop on the need for sprea' J 3¢ y -B. Mishra 
said “ne ae district administrations would be advised soon to augment all developmental activities basing 
aid on aT of Orissa. Remote Sensing Application Centre. The Centre has so far finalised survey of 8 districts, 
on the findings Oo garh, Nuapada, Baragarh, Bolangir, Boudh, Phulbani and Ganjam. Sri G.C. Behera, Chief of 
i.e., Kalahandi, Sun rh creatine survey maps which provided distinct features of the land and underground water 
ORSAC displayed in ¢ prepared by the ORSAC also display area and road connectivity. These maps and __ 
resources. The Bo eerie would help toa great extent while carrying on developmental activities, Ve; || 
necessary data provide y try, horticulture, soil conservation, water projects, piped waier supply etc. in the 
| expansion of agriculture, fores eis also attended by State Development Commissioner; Commissioner, Agricultural | 
| districts eonaenen ee Rural Development; Secretary, Agriculture and Secretary, Science & Technology 
Production; Principal Sec : 
and other high officials. ag AUSTRALIAN COMPANY FOR EXPLORATION OF GOLD MINES IN KEONJHAR, 
MOU SIGNED WITH T! tion (OMC) has signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the Empire 
Orissa Mining ol 98 to explore gold mines in Telkoi region of Keonjhar district (1970 sq kms). 
Gold Mines Co of Australia on 8" id, will invest Rupees six crores in three years for the exploration work. In 
| ! The Ausiralian Compa eaue gold mining project costing over Rs.200 crore with OMC which will have | 
} onc any WI | 
case of feasibility, the COMP ae ie ne 
50 per cent stake in the venture. | J.B. Patnaik, Industries Minister Shri Niranjan Patnaik, Chief Secretary, 
ister, Shri J-P- Shri Sudhansu Mohan Patnaik, the Director of Australia Co, 
esent at the time of signing the agreement. It may be noted here 
global companies in 1995 and 7 companies were 


d financial base. 


Besides t 
Shri §.B. Mishra, Develo 


Shri 
Mr, omc, M.D:, 
tie cee iar sought eee rtise and soun spmerien 
i n 
e€mpanelled basing on thelr oe THAFFICIN GATES 


IDGES FOR : 

tT idges at Loharakhandi, Bhanjanagar (cost of the bridge 

CHIEF MINISTER aren J.B 3 75 lakh) and Ghodahada bridge (6 cr.) at Hinjilikatu 
Chief Minister, Shri J.B- 


e where eet “ Aska ( ba i buring is et Patnaik also laid foundation stones of the Office of 
me coseamertnego oor 

NCC KALINGA SAILING ake which oan 
ca ena PMN. 

Captain S.K, Patnaik, Directo! 


ed from Kuturi (NearTikarpara) on 23 June 98, reached 
e of 257 Kms. The expedition was flagged off by Group 


EW AUGusr-1998 
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The two whaler boats comprising a crew of twentyfive boy cadets and eight girl cadets Lean ers 
Jetty at Cuttack to a thunderous welcome by the parents of the participants and the staff of N roup HQ. 
Cuttack. Shri S.N. Phukan, Hon'ble Chief Justice of Orissa was the Chief Guest. 


i ici in thi i ield. The 
The Chief Guest highly appreciated the valiant efforts of the girl participants in this male dominated field. T| 


i i he 
Chief Guest presented a gift hamper to the boy participants while Mrs. S.N. Phukan presented a gift hamper to t 
3girl cadets. 


Group Captain S.K. Patnaik, Director, N.C.C., Orissa and ‘Lt. Col. C.S. Negi, Officiating Group Commander, 
Cuttack also addressed in the function. 


The Sailing Expedition resumed its journey from Cuttack to Paradeep Port on July 1, 1998. 


Courtesy - PIB 
XXX ; XXX ‘ XXX XXX 


The first goods train of 40 BCN wagons carrying 2200 tonnes of IDCOL cement from eee inet 
flagged off from Sambalpur on 1.8.1998 at 11.40 A.M. on the long-waited 174 km Sambalpur—Talcher railway line. 
The train was seen off by V.K. Vaish, CAD(Com), D.R.M. and R.D.C. Shri H.K. Panda and M.D., IDCOL. 


India Theatre Olympiad'98 scheduled to be held at Cuttack in September . It is learnt that about ane 
théatre artistes, playwrights, critics and:Directors from differentparts of the country and abroad are likely to ae 
in the 18 day long India Theatre Olympiad'98 to be held at Cuttack from September 20,' 98. The meet would ihe 
Multi-lingual drama competition, International Theatre Festival anda Seminar’on theatre movement over last ha 

century. 
A 3-DAY DRAMA COMPETITION STAGED BY SECRETARIAL DEPARTMENTS 


A three-day drama competition was inaugurated by Deputy Chief Minister Shri B.K. Biswal at the pater 
Mandap on 1.7.98. Shri Biswal while Praising various achievements in the state during the past fifty years of In 


Ph H S 
Independence thanked the organisers of inter-departmental drama competition for keeping up cultural awarenes 
and formenting creativity, 


The opening evening witnessed staging of ‘Brahma Rakshasa! and 'Avakshaya' by Finance Department and 
Deptt. of Higher Education respectively. On the 2nd day Home Deptt. staged 'Simantin? and Orissa Stenographers 
Association staged ‘Anta’. In the Concluding evening two plays i.e., 'Panchali and 'Chakshudana' were staged by 
the Cultural Councils of Housing and Urban Development and Panchayati Raj Departments. 


COMBATING NAXALITES INTHE STATE 


Itis learnt that the State Gov’ 
the southern parts of the State, 


SHIP BREAKING UNIT AT GOPALPUR 


A ship breaking unit (1.20 lakh tonnes capacity) 
Provide direct employment t 


t. has submitted an eight crore proposal to the Centre for combating Naxalites in 


is likely to come up five kms south to Gopalpur which would 
‘© 5000 people at least for five months a year. 


VICE CHANCELLOR OF SAMBALPUR UNIVERSITY 


Retd. Prof. of Zoology of Utkal University, 


Shri Dhruba Raj Naik has been appointed as the Vice Chancellor 
of Sambalpur University, ' 


Development also addressed the gathering. Other. 


; : n> Present were District Collector, Shri S. Garg, Shri G.C. Mohanty 
and M.L.As Sri C. Nayak, Sri H. Nayak and Sri D.Lagudi. 
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DE AMRA-CHANDBALI PORT 


| 2 . 
| The forthcoming deep water, all-weather Dhamra—Chandbali mega port of Orissa, will act as a 
gateway to the world of trade and commerce by 2001 A.D. ’ 


A Flashback : Q 
\ During the British period, the Dhamra situated at the confluence of the Baitarani and Brahmani 
rivers was surveyed many times in the past by the British Government. In 1817 it was declared to be a 
safe river port for plying of beats and ships. In December 4820, George Minchin in his Survey report also 
| confirmed the suitability of Dhamra Port. On May, 18,1858, the British Government declared it a port vide 
Government of India Notification No.877. Tusser and silk saries, paddy, rice, chura, jute, pulses, oilseeds 
leather, dried fish and wooden furniture etc. were exported from this port to African countries Mauritius, 

Maldive Islands, Zanjiber and Ceylon. It had naval trade—links with Bombay, Kuchh, Calicut and Calcutta. | 

| It is further reported that in 4908-09 more than 1 lakh people availed of voyage from Dhamra to Calcutta. | 
| In the following year nearly 80,000 people availed of voyage and 2.5 lakh munds of paddy/rice ere 
| exported. Some native as well as foreign ships were engaged in the trade. Mention may be made of 'The 
Steamship of Moneil &Co.', The Orissa Coasting Steam Navigation Co.’, ‘General Navigation and Railwa) 
Co:'; '‘Bengal-Orissa Trading Co.' ‘Frederic Gaybela Co.', ‘Chandbali Steam Sea Co.' and of some arivate 
| ships belonging to Raghunath Ray, Hargobind, Ismail Mahammed Brothers and Sayed Abdul Mazid etc 
Other popular ships which were in operation at the Dhamra Port were 'Odia', 'Mahavishnu' 'Ramamurti', 
'Bhadra’, ‘Gangasagar, ‘Karlu', ‘Amarchand', ‘Sita-Krishna’, 'Viralakshmi’ and 'Nagar-Mera-Saheb', 
‘phadra’, etc. Bhadra had a loading capacity of 243 tonnes, ‘Karlu' 310 tonnes and ‘Odiya’ had 210 
tonnes. ‘odiya’, it is said, had sailed as many as 39 times between Dhamra and Calcutta in 1924-25. 
whereas ‘Yatra’, another ship, had made 104 trips in 1911-12. A report reveals that from 1871 to 74, 
dities worth more than 8 lakhs were exported as against the import worth of 13 lakhs 42 thousand. 


commo 

By the effort of the-then Commissioner, Mr. Ravenshaw, a stretch of 179 acres of high river | 

‘ land 

pankor Belay procured on lease from the Raja of Kanika for setting up of a Port Office, Post 
and Police Station. This stretch of land is still known as ‘Chandbali Knhasmahal'. The 30 km-—long 
hamra river, though safe for plying of big ships had comparatively lesser coastal advantages 
for construction of godowns, residential buildings and bungalows. Chandbali, a river—based port about 32 
km inland was hence preferred. It was declared as a subsidiary port of Dhamra in 1872 Se eeearig 
by a Government Notification on 28.3.1881, the British A eH aR Seneca React: 
Chandbali-Dhamra Port which was further clarified in another Notification published on 9th June 1931. 
| Further Govt. of Orissa in the extraordinary issue of the Orissa Gazette on March 20, 1998 déclared some 
amendment to port limits. ; : ce 

In March, 1888, 2 Light Hous 
another Light House of 61 feet height was constructe' 
structed in 1918. 
i-Coast Canal (210 km long) 


| on the 
| Office 
perennial D 


. i 
e having an elevation of 77' was constructed. In August, 1901 
din the Short Island and the third Light House of 45' 


was constructed. In 1899, the rail line was extended 
ce between Cuttack and Balasore was also commissioned. By 
unk Road was already lain. These additional transport facilities including 

Chandbali Port which had once catered to the 
at included the whole of Bhadrak sub-division, 


from Howrah to 
the World War-H!, 
| internal waterways 7 g in an 
| needs of people resiain istrict. In 194 
| Pattamundai and ul of Cuttack nae the Dham 
against nearly two lakhs In 1888-89. 


400 Sq. Kms. th 
4-42, only 9201 Pt 
ra-Chandbali Port which was once a life—line of 


SUEEEa aoa eee 


inei into 
coastal Orissa which unloaded 35050 qtls. of rice during the Great Famine in 1862-63 gradually faded i 
oblivion after the World War-ll. It is just a fishing jetty right now. 


The Flashing Beacon : 
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_Limited (one of the world's largest ow 
International Inc (the largest independ 


(a) a total berth of 100 metres 


(b) an approach channel, turning basin and harbour basin which Can allow vessels with a draft 

of 17.5 metres rgo 
(c) handling Systems to get load/ discharge rates of 4000-6000 tonnes per hour for bulk carg 
(d) a Stockyard having a Capacity of several millions of tonnes etc. 


’ F F d 
The port is Scheduled to be operational in 2001 AD. The first phase investment will be a ; 
1200 cr (with initial Capacity to handle 10 MT of traffic) and the second phase investment will be be 


will be coal frorn Talcher Coal mines areas (250 kms from Dhamra) iron 
ore and cement. It would import coke, POI! and fertilizer, : 


Cted soon. Details of financial arangement are expected 
land only) process will be completed by April ‘99. 


ief Minister 
In the presence of a great multitude at the river coast of Dhamra on July 14,1998 Chief Ministe 
Shri Janaki Ballav Patnaik laid the fo 


undation stone of Dhamra—Chandbali Port. Most of his — 

Colleagus, local representatives, high officials and the press joined the foundation stone laying oo 

i Ni ik, Minister, ndustries, Textile and Handloom, Shri Netrananda Mallick, Minister, 
1.& PR., Shri Nagarjun Pradh ini 


i f Port activities would go to the locals first and the 
whole region would containly assume a new look by the turn of the Century". 


. 


Chief Minister Shri J.B. Patnaik addressing at the 1428th birth anniversary celebration of 
Prophet Muhammed at Soochana Bhavan on 7.7.1998. : j 


iscussing power reforms in the State with the World Bank 


Chief Minister Shri J.B. Patnaik zcretariat Chamber on 19.6.1998. 
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Chief Minister Shri J.B. Patnaik laying the foundation stone of Dikamra—Chandbali Port 
at Dhamra on 14.7.1998. 
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Chief Minister Shri J.B. Patnaik observing the dredging work of Chilika mouth on 19.7.199°: 
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